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Key to Abbreviations 
 
AASK  All-Union Association of Soviet Koreans 
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IAU  Inter-Republican Association of Uighurs 
Kazakh SSR Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic 
NAU  National Association of Uighurs 
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Glossary of Frequently Used Terms 
 
Akim  head of administrative unites  
Mazhilis  lower chamber of the parliament 
maslikhat parliament of oblast, Astana and Almaty 
oblast  province 
raion  district  
Senat   upper chamber of the parliament, Senate 
 
 

Note on Transliteration 
 
Transliterations from the Russian language are based on the United States 
Library of Congress standard. The only exception to this rule is in the case of 
proper names and place names where the popular version differs this 
transliteration system (e.g. Yeltsin instead of El’tsin). Place names, personal 
names, names for political organisations, and other proper nouns are 
transliterated from the Russian spelling, even when these names have 
non-Russian origins and/or have non-Russian-language equivalents. The 
exception to this rule is found in titles for periodicals in the Uzbek, Uighur, and 
Korean languages, and in some specific terms drawn from these three languages, 
transliterations of which are based on the English-language sources the author 
quoted or referred to in her writing.  
 In post-Soviet Kazakhstan, the names and orthography of 
administrative units were frequently changed, and some Russian language 
names were replaced with Kazakh language names. Throughout the text, the 
new names and orthography are applied (e.g. Almaty instead of Alma-Ata, 
Kyzylorda instead of Kzyl-Orda), even when they refer to the Soviet period. 
However, for some place names whose Soviet-era designations are still 
commonly used and/or widely known overseas, Russian-language names are 
used (eg. Semipalatinsk instead of Semei). 
 
 


