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Policy Shift of Energy Policy and the ‘Public Opinion’ in South Korea:
Deliberative Polling on the Construction of Shin-Gori Nuclear
Reactors No.5&6
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Abstract

South Korean President Moon Jae-in, who took office in 2017, proclaimed a “Zero
nuclear policy” and pledged to halt construction on Shin-Gori Nuclear Reactors No.5&6.
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But the construction of two reactors was 28.8% complete. In consideration of this and
the large impact on the local economy by ceasing construction, public opinion was split
between for and against the resumption of construction. On June 2017, President Moon
established the Public Deliberation Committee in order to establish a societal consensus
through a public deliberation process and survey the public opinion by the Deliberative
Polling. After three months for public deliberation process, the final survey findings of
deliberative polling showed the percentage of respondents supporting resumption was
higher than supporting ceasing construction. Japanese media reported that the “Zero
nuclear Policy” of Korean government was rejected by the public. But by examining
this deliberative polling survey, we find the participatory deliberation group attached
most importance to the safety of nuclear power plant and the majority favored reduced
use of nuclear power. It is supposed that they chose the resumption of construction as it
was hard to shift to the use of new and renewable energy sources immediately. Those
who were undecided before deliberation process tried to choose the practical solution
and the majority of them answered in favor of resuming the project in final survey. This
Korean case is considered to be opposite to Taiwan case which stepped into “Zero
Nuclear” in 2017, but the trends of public opinion in both countries are not different.
Even though the both of them struggle to the same problem toward the same future goal,
they might choose the opposite way under the realistic condition. Internal factors are
important when we deal with ‘the common issues in East Asia’.
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