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Data in Bengal from 1901 /02 to 2001/02 and the impact of Partition in
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Abstract

This research is an attempt to quantitatively evaluate the
impact of Partition of India on agricultural productivity in Bengal. As
the interim report, this paper explains the current stage of data
collection, empirical strategy, validity of the event for a study, and the
tasks left for the next year. As Kurosaki (2015) and Kurosaki (2017)
have compiled the longitudinal data on agricultural productivity, we
are preparing complementary data for Bengal at district for colonial
period and post-colonial period. Having some evidences that the
boundary drawn in 1947 was exogenous for people, we evaluate the
impacts of the partition on agricultural productivity. We will follow
the empirical strategy proposed by Redding and Sturm (2008). This

report examines the possibility of the data compilation for such

analysis.
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As far as I've heard from my grandmother, during the Second World War,
the situation had deteriorated so much that there was a famine. From 1946,
actually, 1945, a debate had started over Jessore and Khulna whether they’d
become parts of Pakistan or India.5
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Figure 1. District boundary of Bengal in 1947
Source: Author’s cartography
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