Preface
Toward Appropriate International Recycling

This collection of papers is interim report of the research project
“Economic Integration and Recycling in Asia” organized in Institute of Developing
Economies. The project started from April 2010 and will end in March 2012.

Institute of Developing Economies has been published two reports related on
recycling. The first one is Kojima(ed.) International Trade of Recyclable Resources in
Asia, which was published in 2005. The second one is Kojima(ed.) Promoting 3Rs in
Developing Countries — Lessons from the Japanese Experience -, which was published
in 2008. Both reports can be downloaded from the following website of IDE.
http://www.ide.go.ip/English/Publish/Download/Spot/index.html

After we published those reports, the world experienced economic recession,
triggered by financial crisis in USA. The economic recession also has impact on the
international recycling and recycling in Asian countries. China, the major importer of
various recyclable waste such as plastics, paper and copper, reduces the volume of
import significantly in the period from November 2008 to February 2009. The Chinese
import price was also dropped dramatically. The lower volume of import and
recyclable waste price has affected collectors of recyclable waste across the region. But
China also recovered from the economic recession earlier than Japan, US and EU.
Recyclable waste import also increased after spring of 2009.

The resource price also has increased after economic recession. The hike of
resource price has positive impact on recycling activities. Recycling business generates
more benefit, under high resource price.

On the other hand, various recycling activities in Asia causes pollution problem.
Extracting gold from printed circuit board without environmentally sound technology
may cause heavy metal contamination. Recycling of waste lead acid battery without
pollution control is also observed in various Asian countries. Some of internationally
traded wastes are considered to be destined for recycling facilities without pollution
control.

To prevent pollution from waste recycling, and to promote effective use of
recyclable waste in each country and in the region, we should have adequate policy
measures including trade regulation on recyclable waste.

We hope the papers in this report provide basic information on the argument of



international recycling and recycling policy in Asia.

Michikazu KOJIMA
March, 2011
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