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Inauguration of Trump Administration
and the Future US-Iran Relations

g H*

The result of the November election of the US president has crucial
importance for the future of several countries including Israel, Saudi Arabia,
and Iran, with different nuances pertaining to each country. In the case of Iran,
contrary to the other two countries, the result of Donald Trump’s victory is
disgusting, as he has openly denied the profits of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) from the outset of his election campaign.

If Hillary Clinton were elected, she would have followed Barack Obama’s
political legacy in many ways, including the policies that brought about his
breakthrough in US-Iranian relations after the 1979 revolution. We could
refer to many pieces of evidence, especially from M. Landler’s convincing work
entitled Alter Egos (2016). President Obama’s unprecedented challenge in this
regard was to change relations with Iran such that there is less emnity.
Nowadays it seems very difficult to expect that this rare historical chance at a
stronger US-Iran relationship will eventually materialize.

In this very difficult situation, Japan should not hesitate to make every
effort to convince the Trump Administration that it is crucial for the US to
maintain diplomatic relations with Iran to keep the Middle East from entering
a more catastrophic situation characterised by greater warfare. Japan is an
important player in this situation given its uniqueness in having an alliance
with the US while at the same time being trusted by Iran.
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