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President Rouhani and the Progress in Iran’s Nuclear
Negotiation:Obama’s New Approach to Iran and Japanese Policy
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The recent rapprochement between Iran and the United States after
Hassan Rouhani was elected president in June 2013 may represent an
important geopolitical shift that would alter the politics of the Middle East.
The main purpose of this paper is to evaluate this political shift, examine
whether the interim nuclear agreement between Iran and the United States
would lead to some structural shifts in the Middle East, and analyze to what
extent this change can be sustainable for both sides.

The main Part of this paper is divided into three sections. The first section
examines in detail the process of Iran’s Presidential election in June 2013,
especially the sudden change of atmosphere which took place just three days
before election day. The second section is devoted to analyzing the Obama
administration’s shift to diplomacy with Iran. And the third section treats the
on-going nuclear negotiations between Iran and P5+1, which is expected to
reach a comprehensive solution.

The paper argues that the dramatic shift in the US policy toward Iran is
not limited to the bilateral relationships between the US and Iran, but it is
related to several key issues in the Middle East, in particular to those in Syria,
Iraq and Afghanistan. This changing process in Iranian politics and the path
to diplomacy is profitable for Japanese national interest, and that Japan
should also contribute to Iran’s return to the international community.
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