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We seek to understand the contribution of export-oriented, labor-intensive manufacturing
in Vietnam to overall job growth and skills demand. Nearly all new export-oriented
manufacturing jobs come via foreign direct investment (FDI). Do such investments support
educational deepening, or compete with it? Studies in other countries find positive
employment multipliers (the sum of direct and indirect employment effects for each FDI job
created) but net effects on skills demand are not always rigorously quantified. Our initial
efforts to use commuting zone (CZ) data to define labor market area were unsatisfactory due
to data weaknesses, so we will use district data for basic units of analysis. Our findings will fill
gaps in knowledge on the contribution of the "factory to the world” strategies to economic

growth, poverty alleviation, and human capital formation.
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