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The purpose of this project is to produce a collection of papers that provide new
theoretical and empirical insights into the roles that suppliers play in the global value
chains (GVCs). By engaging in in-depth investigation of the evolution of selected sectors
over time in which suppliers played active roles and synthesising these and other
empirical studies with relevant theoretical literature, it seeks to shed light on the
conditions under which supplier increase returns from innovation and reconfigure value

chain governance. By so doing, the project attempts to challenge the conventional GVC
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literature that has regarded suppliers as passive and subordinate actors in the face of

overwhelming power exercised by lead firms.
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In this report, we examine the impact of geopolitical shifts in Sudan-Egypt relations in
an increasingly fragmented regional order in the Middle East. These two countries have
survived state collapse but have seen increasing tension between them, posing risk to
political stability and representing a new level of conflict that could create a threat to
regional stability. Our assessment of Sudan-Egypt relations focuses on three sources of
conflict: (1) the Egyptian-Sudanese stances on the Gulf crisis between Qatar and its Gulf
neighbors on one hand and Saudi-Iranian rivalry in the region on the other; (2) the
different Egyptian-Sudanese positions vis-a-vis the Muslim Brotherhood movement and
opposition groups fighting their respective governments in Sudan and Egypt as well as
their support for rival factions in Libya; and (3) the conflict over the Hala’ib and
Shalateen triangle, water-related politics in the Nile River basin, and the rising tensions

between Sudan and Egypt over the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam.
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In the past decade, the more polarized politics become, the more politicized the legal
system. Does the Thai legal system protect individual and civil rights from the state’s
abuse of power as in normative rule of law? This project argues that the modern Thai
legal system since the early 20th century has been a hybrid between a European-
influenced legal system and the legacies of pre-modern legal traditions with particular
authoritarian characteristics that reflect its historical development over the past 150 years.
The hybridity appears most evidently in laws, institutions, apparatuses, and ideology
regarding national security. In order to identify the characteristics of this hybrid legal
system, which is quite different from that of developed countries, in this project, we
examine two issues in particular, namely, impunity privileges and the abuse of the lese-

majesté law.
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