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The purpose of this project is to determine the key factors of China’s organic exports to developed
countries. Exporting organic agri-food products (now popular but under-supplied) to developed
countries’ markets via global value chain (GVC) will help developing countries’ economic growth.
But quantitative agri-food GVC studies are limited. This project is aiming to first-time identify and
quantify key determinants of organic agri-food exports using China’s successful cases in
representative crops, using data from field investigation and major trade database. The results will
contribute to international trade and development literature by providing first-hand and unique
macro-level empirical analysis of organic agri-food GVC; shed light on agri- production and trade
policy making; stimulate future studies in high value-added agri-food GVC trade.

As the first year of the four-year project, | have mainly deepened and broaden the literature
investigation in the field of organic agriculture, agri-food GVC, regulation (compliance with public
and private standards) in agricultural trade, and organic farming and exports in China. A sound
desktop study is fundamental for future field investigation and data collection.
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