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malaria infection due to the war 72\ L war-induced infection risk 72 & D583 X 5 R BLH k0
WENTWD, sFERFEFOIEZ# (being conceived in malaria-endemic areas after the outbreak
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2 Dcf%° Subsection 3.2 72 & OAILIZ THGH LIS BWOTIE 2
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10. Bdavay 7 OG5 HT

(10—2)

The first paper by Kudo examines impacts of malaria infection risk on infant mortality during
the war in Liberia. It is a very careful empirical study on this important topic. Overall, the
empirical design is well crafted and executed. In particular, the author carefully addresses
various potential threats (all of which are important) to identification as much as he can with
available data. This work has a potential to significantly contribute to the literature and
policymaking.

| focus on a main problem the author should address to improve the paper. The critical
identification assumption in the difference-in-differences approach is the parallel trend in
outcome. Contrary to the author’s claim, the evidence for it is weak. Figure 2 clearly shows
that the pre-treatment (war) trend of infant mortality was not parallel (especially several years
before the inception of the war) and the trend became parallel following the war (especially
several years after the inception of the war). This pattern is corroborated by the falsification
test reported in Table S2: The estimated coefficients are substantial and many of them are
even larger than the estimated ITTs in magnitude (reported in Table 2), though they are
statistically nonsignificant. The pattern of height-for-age in Figure S3 is basically similar,
though the patterns of these two outcomes before the war are not consistent with each other.
Moreover, the sharp decline in infant mortality during the war period (Fig 2) is a puzzle
though the author carefully discusses potential reasons. This relative and absolute shift of the
trend underlies the main estimation results. Careful readers should wonder whether these DID
estimates capture the causality. The author needs to discuss why his empirical analysis can
identify the causality in a more convincing way.

The second paper by Seitz et al. examines impacts of sanctions on public opinion in Ukraine.
The Russia-Ukraine gas disputes are a good natural experiment to study this important topic.
To capture the impacts of the cut of gas export to Ukraine from Russia which affected the
whole country, the authors focus on gas price shocks households experienced. They do so
using variation not in prices, but in heating system, because household responses to the price
shocks should be limited for central heating system. (Readers can know this key idea only in
the main empirical analysis. It should be rather introduced in the Introduction.) The empirical
analysis focuses on capturing whether living in a dwelling with central heating at the
pre-shock period (2004) altered public opinions among individuals after they experienced the
shock. | wonder how much we can learn about the impact of the sanction through this analysis
on central heating. It seems far from the goal of the study.
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Even if we follow this peculiar empirical design, the empirical analysis is executed in an
incomplete way. The main source of the problem is the treatment variable, central heating.
Identifying the impact of this choice made by households is challenging. The authors
implicitly assume that central heating is exogenous conditional on observables, including
baseline outcome (in 2004). This is a very strong assumption. Household decision about
whether to live in a dwelling with central heating can be correlated with unobserved
heterogeneity, causing omitted variable bias. Even within this limited framework, the authors
need to do more careful analysis. For example, they should control for region dummies.
People’s preference is quite heterogenous across regions (Figures 1 and 2). They should
examine impacts of central heating (measured at the household level) within regions.
Although the authors use government subsidies and household income as covariates, they are
endogenous (I presume they are measured in 2007).

Attrition is very common in the follow-up survey at the post-shock period (2007). The authors
need to see whether attrition is correlated with the treatment variable (central heating) to
assess potential attrition bias. This is a central concern in their data. People with central
heating at the pre-shock period could be more likely to move after the shock precisely because
it became an expensive heating option.

The brief discussion about government subsidies offered in the Conclusion suggests that they
significantly alter price shocks households experienced. We need to know how beneficiaries
of subsidies are determined and who they are. Is it related to heating system? Do the amounts
of subsidies vary among recipients? How? Do they vary across regions? Such basic
information is completely missing. Subsidies seem to capture household-level price shocks
more directly than heating system. Subsides (presumably determined by the government)
seem to be more exogenous than heating system (determined by households).
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