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The overall focus of this project was trade in food, public and private regulation and
development impacts. Across the three papers, there is a good spread of sectors and issues.
In such work, it is important to get the view of the buyers, and the first paper focuses on
importers in Japan. The third paper, in contrast, which mostly concentrates on the
shrimp industry Thailand, is more concerned with the response of the exporting country.
It provides a good analysis of the range of initiatives from both government and the
private sector have enabled Thailand to overcome problems of food disease outbreaks and
border rejections.

The third paper, on the tea industry, is less concerned with food safety issues, and the
focuses rather less clear. The abstract refers to an overview of the industry and
identification of the main problems, but there is no clear question to be addressed.

There is a range of methods used in the papers, and these are generally adequate to the
tasks that have been set.

There are two clear areas where these papers could be improved. The first relates to
engagement with the existing literature. The first and the third papers cover areas where
there is a substantial amount of literature, and yet neither engages with these relevant
literatures in a systematic way. The first paper on how importers (wholesalers and food
processors) in Japan select suppliers and assure food quality makes very little reference
to the existing literature. It overlooks work by Schmitz on global buyers’ assessments of
their suppliers, and although there is a reference in the paper to the 2015 UNIDO Trade
Standards Compliance Report, there is no mention of the chapter in that volume on
corporate buyers’ confidence in suppliers compliance capabilities. The paper on Thailand
does have many references to the relevant literature, but there is no systematic review.
This might have enabled the authors to identify some key unanswered questions and not
go over ground that has been covered by other authors.

The second issue relates to the added value of the three papers as a whole. While the
papers are broadly complementary, particularly the first and third papers, they do not
approach the issues in a way that might enable greater insights. For example, it would
have been useful to know requirements in the Japanese market for food safety work back
into supply chains in Thailand. As a result, there is a sense of a lost opportunity because
the whole is no greater, at best, than the sum of the parts. This seems to be a structural
issue arising from the way this type of project is organised. While groups of researchers
choose to work on projects in the same overall area, there seems little attempt to develop
common methodologies or even common questions. Given that many of the areas covered
do have quite extensive literatures, more structured cooperation between researchers
would offer a greater potential for generating research results that would be significant

within the broader literatures on these topics.
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Overall, T feel convinced about the motivations of this paper but because of
methodological issues, I am skeptical about whether the evidence presented in this paper
is really causal. Below are several points I would like the authors to pay attention to.

Allocation of electrification is not random not only at the household level but also at the
PBS level. As the authors recognize, in electrified neighborhoods, households self-select
into electrification. This is why the authors use the PBS characteristics as the
instruments for household-level electrification. However, the order of electrification
across PBSs is unlikely to be random, either. For example, it seems likely that the cost of
electrification is lower for districts nearby from large cities than for remote districts far
away from the center. If this is the case, the authors’ instruments (PBS characteristics)
are correlated with unobserved district wealth which, in turn, is correlated with fertility,
invalidating the authors’ instruments. Please create descriptive statistics, like Table 1,
separately for dichotomous PBS groups (older and younger PBSs or higher- and
lower-loss PBSs) further separated by household electrification status (HHELC_1 = 0 or
1).

Even with the household fixed-effects model (Equation 11), the identification would
still suffer from household-level dynamic self-selection and PBS-level non-random project
allocation. Changers of household-level electrification status between 2005 and 2010 are
either new users of electricity in already electrified neighborhoods as of 2005 or new
electricity users in newly electrified neighborhoods. For the former type, they may start
using electricity because they can now afford. For the latter type, new electrification
projects may be placed into fast-growing neighborhoods. In either case, time-varying
unobserved characteristics (typically unobserved changes in wealth at the household or
neighborhood level) would bias the authors’ estimation results.

In Tables 5 and 6, if HHELEC is not included as a regressor, I do not know how to
interpret the interaction term (HHELECx1(NCHILD>=M)).

I do not see the logic of your pathway analysis. You conclude that at least some effect of
electrification on fertility is through increased household standard of living. As far as I

can see, there is no evidence presented for this conclusion.

Children’s Nutritional Status and Rural Electrification in Bangladesh

For the econometric identification of this second paper, the same comments mentioned
above also apply here. One additional comment on the pathway analysis conducted in this
paper: Please see Angrist and Pischke (2009) for a description on “Bad Control” (Chapter
3, page 64). The pathway analysis in the authors’ paper is a clear example of “Bad Control”
as wealth, fertility, local health facilities, and television are all simultaneously

determined with electrification.
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Angrist and Pischke. 2009. Mostly Harmless Econometrics. Princeton University Press.

(End of comments)
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The research study uses a rigorous methodology to address the research question
regarding the impact of rural electrification on fertility in Bangladesh. In particular, the
method used in treating endogeneity of the adoption of electricity makes the methodology
of this study superior to that of previous studies that considered similar research
questions. Another feature of note is that this study takes into account the impact of the
current number of children of a household on the effect that electrification has on its
fertility decisions. This is again a significant improvement over previous studies.

The study uses a panel dataset which results in several advantages in comparison with
studies that do not do so. It appears however that the data did not include information on
the sex ratio of children. As Bangladesh like many other parts of South Asia has a history
of preference for male children, sex ratio of children could be an important factor
influencing fertility decisions. If this information had been available and had been
incorporated in the model, the study would have been even more insightful.

The study addresses an interesting research question. While it is well known that in
general, as a country develops fertility tends to fall; the authors examine a very specific
aspect of development, namely rural electrification. The findings of the paper show that
development initiatives have an impact on society and demographics. In particular, the
study highlights how development changes societal norms, in this case on what is
considered to be the “optimal” number of children. This is a much more nuanced finding
rather than the more general one that development results in reduced fertility.

Fertility in Bangladesh, like in many developing countries is showing a declining trend
and as such may not be a major challenge for policymakers currently. However, the
findings of this study could be useful for policy makers in a number of ways. These have
not been described in detail by the authors. First, the potential reduction in societal
norms for the optimal number of children in a household arising from rural electrification
initiatives should be considered by policy makers when making future plans. For example,
if the optimal number of children per household is lowered with rural electrification, it is
quite likely that parents may be willing to invest more per child resulting in a demand for
better quality education and a willingness to pay for private schools and colleges. Policy
makers need to plan in advance for such needs as it takes time to develop educational
institutions. Second, the findings further underline the importance of electrification in
increasing productivity and awareness. This should strengthen the case for prioritizing
rural electrification when deciding on the allocation of scarce budget resources.

Overall, the study is very insightful and interesting and rigorous in methodology. The

policy implications of the findings could be specified in more detail by the authors.
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This research focuses on the impact of partition and changes in the international
borders upon population geography in historic Bengal, with special reference to West
Bengal’s partition from India in 1947 and the independence of Bangladesh in 1971. Both
caused substantial changes in migration flows and hence in the geographical distribution
of population. The authors attempted to quantify these changes in the geographical
distribution of population that took place on both sides of the border and on both
occasions.

It seems that the preparation of statistical data took much of their research time. They
used census data from 1881 onwards, with regions and districts adjusted and merged, the
area size calculated, and most important of all, the road distance to the border (rather
than the distance from centroid of a spatial unit) estimated, creating a splendid database
for any study of that part of India from 1881 to 2011 (DP no.589). This is a laudable effort.
On the analytical side, the authors’ major finding may be summarised as ‘asymmetric’
effects. More specifically, in 1943 the impact was felt most strongly in areas west of the
border, whereas in 1971 the partition affected the border regions of Bangladesh only.
They claim that ‘this paper is the first to show the impacts on both sides of the border’,
and give some speculations about population re-distribution and trade costs (DP no.590,
pp. 14-15). To what extent this finding (or interpretation) is historiographically new, I am
not in a position to evaluate. What concerns me most is the lack of analysis of ‘population
dynamics’. There are ‘proximate’ determinants of migration, and the authors should have
explored them before turning to the ‘trade costs’ speculation about regression results.
One of such factors is religion. For example, whether or not Hindus had outnumbered
Muslims in East Bengal before the partition of 1947 is crucially important. If this were
the case, then it would explain a good deal of the finding that the flow of migrants from
the east outnumbered the opposite flow at the time of the 1947 partition. Similarly, we
would like to know more about agricultural geography on both sides of the border.
Interregional differences in crop mix and also in flood-hazard vulnerability can be
another factor accounting for the differential flows of migration.

Moreover, what the authors should really have included in the analysis of population
re-distribution is the impact of famine (in the paper no mention is made of studies in
famine demography). Bengal was hit by a serious famine in 1943. Death is always a
feature of famine, and in the Bengali case, the famine mortality rate reached its peak in
1944. Another universally observed feature of famine is migration: people hit by the
famine tend to move around for food. It is documented that many peasants in East Bengal
lost farm land during the famine, another factor to make people on the move; not
surprisingly, therefore, most of them made westward moves. In this research the impact

of division on population re-distribution is gaged by the rate of population change at the
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regional level between the two census dates of 1941 and 1951. The observed pattern of
population re-distribution between the 1941-51 period, therefore, should be regarded as a
combined effect of famine- and partition-induced migration flows. Without separating the
famine-induced portion from the combined effect, it is hard to get the border impact
estimation right.

In 1974-75, there was another famine in Bengal. This Bangladesh famine did not affect
areas west of the border since it was triggered by massive flooding in the Brahmaputra
delta. Although less well-known than the Bengal famine of 1943, it was a similarly
devastating blow to the peasant economy. What we would like to know in this case is how
the flooding/famine affected the geographical pattern of post-disaster migration within
the boundaries of Bangladesh, the question that should be taken into account when
assessing the impact of the country’s independence in 1971 on the pattern of regional
population change over the period from 1974 to 1981 (in Bangladesh the ‘1971 census
was taken in 1974).

The objective of this research was to quantify the impact of the emergence of an
international border by investigating into the ‘dynamics of population distribution’ at the
regional level. The research team made a good start by constructing a database but has

stopped short before making a full analysis of the data.
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In this project, the principal investigator (PI) proposes to use the case of the partition of
British India to identify the causal effects of a loss of market access on regional economic
activities proxied by population. This research is motivated by, and modeled after, the
seminal work by Redding and Sturm (2008) who used the division of Germany into East
and West to document the significant impacts of economic division on city-level
population distribution.

Although the idea seems promising, in implementing the proposed research PI faced
major difficulties due largely to differences in the historical conditions between the
division of Germany and the partition of India. In the case of Germany, the exogeneity of
border locations and the complete halt of the movements of people and goods after the
division made it almost ideal to identify the causal effects. By contrast, in the case of
British India, the partition was motivated by religious conflicts (therefore the border was
endogenous) and triggered large-scale migration across borders after the partition.
Another important difference is that the unit of analysis is city in Redding and Sturm
(2008), while it is (much larger and heterogeneous) district in the PI's analysis.

These major differences notwithstanding, PI simply adopts an empirical model of
Redding and Sturm (2008) and provides little discussion on how these limitations affect
the original research design. The results are counter to the market access hypothesis,
showing the greater population growth near the border after the partition. Consequently,
although the construction of new database is valuable and it is an important output of
this research (along with careful technical notes), empirical analysis contributes little to

the existing body of knowledge, due largely to inadequate research design.

Minor comments: (1) in the proposal, “lock-in” effect is misspelled as “rock-in” effect
(pp. 37-38); (2) in the paper, “Partition, Independence, and Population Geography in
Bengal,” it is confusing to use the terms region and district interchangeably, it should be
district (pp.6-7); (3) in the same paper, descriptive statistics should be provided before the
regression analysis; (4) in general, the term “population geography” is abstract and
unclear in its meaning; link this to a general equilibrium model of geographic distribution
of population by Redding and Sturm (2008).
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