IDEJ:EI]@ Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO

People-to-People Connectivity
between Central Vietham, Lao
PDR and Thailand

Masami Ishida
Institute of Developing Economies
Japan External Trade Organization



Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO
Today's Topic

|. Exchange through Tourism

lIl. Cooperation in Education

lHI. Sister — City Relations

I\VV. Background of Deepened Relations



IDEJ:EI]K() Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO

|. Exchange through Tourism
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Source: Statistical Report on Tourism in Laos.
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the new trend of
people-to- people
connectivity. But the
number of Thai tourist
show sluggish Trend
recently.

1. Thai government
regulation to
government
officials business
tour has become
tight.

2. Competition
between LCC and
bus tour has
become tough.

3. Thai tourists do
not repeat visits to
the same spot
Central Vietnam.
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Tourist Arrivals at 3rd Mekong Bridge & Thakhek
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Viethamese Tourists Visit Thailand & Laos
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ll. Cooperation in Education
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Foreign Students Enroll in Central Vietham
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The Number of Lao Students in Vietham

et Students do not have to use air

: : R plane. They can move to the cities
" from their home towns by bus. This

is an effect of cross-border road

infrastructure development

Vinh Univ. 642 Students
Ha Tinh Univ. 1900 Students

........

Quang Binh Univ. 140 Students (2015)

Hue Univ. 310 Students

‘ : Da Nang Univ. 517 Students

......... . 10KN0AER, 'a“ N Qaung Nam Univ. 179 Students

PR

Source: Interviews with the universities conducted in October 2016 and in
December 2015.
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Other Examples of Exchange of Students

% Increase in the number of foreign students at Khon Kaen Univ.

—

Many of them are
Science & Technology 177 e
Health 182 219 250 225 / including Laos

Humanities & Society

T T N T

Source: Survey conducted by Khon Kaen Univ.

% Another case study 1 or 2 students

Viethamese
study tourism
as of 2015

12 trainees of

business
experlence as
of 2015
Source: Survey conducted by Khon Kaen Univ and Viethamese Institute of Economics.
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l1l. Sister-City Relations
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Source: Interview at People’s Committees o5 - A Sjster — City Relation between neighboring provinces. 14

and DPI of Vietnamese provinces and . . .
 Smercial departmempof Ubon . Cooperative relations based on Emerald Triangle.

Ratchathani province in 2015 and <———> . Cooperative relations based on MOUs on education and tourism.
201A
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T

Sister City Relations and MOU in General
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Source: Interview at DPI in Thua Thien Hue Province and Department of Foreign Affairs of Da Nang City in December 2015, and at DPI
of Quang Tri Province in October 2016.
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MOUSs between Vietham and Lao PDR
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Source: Interview at DPI in Thua Thien Hue Province and Department of Foreign Affairs of Da Nang City in December 2015.
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Nine Provinces Cooperative Relations

1996 Plan of Vietham —
. Thailand Friendship
: (i Village was started in
t Nakhon Phanom
""""" = ' g 1996 Sister — city relation of
=) > 2 Lao Provinces, 3
LT BECMG s Ha T Vietnamese provinces
= 9 . and Nakhon Phanom
2011 The third Mekong
e ey _. Friendship Bridge was
S G 2 completed
it e 2 - 3 Thai provinces
added
~Celg S === Meeting twice in a year

R = Promoting trade, tourism

and road development
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in October 2016.
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IV. Background of Deepened
Relation
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Overseas Viethamese in Thailand

#+ First Generation (18 — 19 century)

1) Vietnamese who accompanied with Nguyen Phuc Anh (later called as
Gia Long, the First Emperor of Nguyen Dynasty) when escaped to
Bangkok in 1783 and continued to live in Thailand.

2) Vietnamese Christians who escaped to Thailand from oppression
under the Nguyen dynasty since Emperor Ming Mang rejected French
missionaries in 1825

# Second Generation (1890s — 1930s)

Vietnamese nationalists who utilized Thailand as a safe place to
escape from French police from the end of 19 century to 1930s. The
leaders of pro-independence movement such as Mr. Phan Boil Chau
and Mr. Ho Chi Minh also visited Thailand.

# Third Generation (1975 — 80)

People called as “boat people” who escaped from Southern and
Central part of Vietnam.
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Source : Takahashi (2012) and Foreign Language Publishing House (1962).
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Tourist Spots as Connector

World Cultural
__and Natural
Heritages

of UNESCO

b |

Japan Bridge at Hoi An, 13 Apr. 2110.

My Son Sanctuary, 9 Sep. 2009.

Anousavary Patuxay at»Vi'entiane,
18 Jul. 2013.

Ho Chi Minh’s House at Nakhon
8 Phanom, 22 Jul.. 2015. 22
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Before & After 2" Friendship Bridge

December 26 2006

Completion of 2" Mekong Bridge
between Mukdahan—Savannakhet
(1,600m)

5 September 2016
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Before & After 3" Friendship Bridge

November 11, 2011

Completion of 3" Mekong Bridge
between Mukdahan—Savannakhet
(780m)

Opening Ceremony on November 11, 2011 Third Mekong Friendship Bridge on July 22, 2015
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Short Distance (Highway No. 9, 8, 12)
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Conclusions

+ People-to-people connectivity between Central Vietham,
Laos and Northeastern Thailand have been deepened:

1) in tourism (started with Thai tourists’ visits and the number of
Vietnamese tourists’ visits to Thailand and Laos)

2) in education (Lao students who study in Central Vietham and in
Thailand have increased)

3) in sister — city relations and MOUs between local governments

¢ Backgrounds of the deepened connectivity are:

1) Overseas Vietnamese people who live in Central Laos and in
Northeastern Thailand as a connector

2) Tourist’s spots as a connector
3) Infrastructure development including bridges over Mekong River

4) Especially short distance between borders with Thailand and with
Vietnam in Laos (Highway No. 9, Highway 12 and Highway 8)
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Thank you !
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