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Preface

This report is an interim outcome of the first year of a two-year research project
(FY 2007-2008) “The Central-Local Relationship in Thailand: Analysis of the Tha
Local Administration Organizations.” In the first year of the project, the Institute of
Developing Economies (IDE), JETRO conducted the Joint Research Project “Local
Government in Thailand: Analysis of the Local Administrative Organization Survey”
with the Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University. The preliminary results and
cross-tabulations of this survey are aso distributed by the report “Preliminary Results:
The Survey of Local Administrative Organizations in Thailand” published by the IDE in
March 2008.

Since the 1990s, Thailand has established a more decentralized local administration
system as part of the democratization process. Almost ten years of decentralization has
brought about a massive change in the Central-Local relationship in Thailand. Moreover,
the pace of change has accelerated especially after the introduction of directly-elected
executive system into Local Administrative Organizations throughout the country.

However, no empirical survey on the decentralization process and the massive
changes after the decentralization has been undertaken so far the in Thailand. To make
up this blank in data, our project team planned the first ever quantitative survey of the
Local Administrative Organization in Thailand.

The survey itself was conducted from June 2006 onwards by sending
guestionnaires to all the LAOs in Thailand (about 7,800 except for Bangkok and
Phatthaya). The completed forms were collected during June to August 2006 and the
data underwent a cleaning process throughout 2007. Among the team members, Dr.
Nakharin made an important decision to distribute the questionnaires to all the LAOs
and made this survey data the valuable one in academic sense. An efficient
administrative efforts and suggestions in the research by Dr. Supasawad as well as
analytical skills and compassionate work done by Professor Kagoya made a significant
contribution in making an analysis of this suvey thisyear.

For the preliminary analysis in this report, the discussions with the project members
as well as the distinguished discussants in the Workshop (January 12-13, 2008, held at



International House of Japan), Dr. Toshio Kamo and Dr. Kengo Akizuki have
contributed greatly to formulate the analysis.

However, due to time constraints, papers and analysis in this report present only
preliminary analysis of the issues we would further discuss. The remaining questions and
shortcomings of our report will be clarified in the second, and final year of the project.
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