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PREFACE

The Third Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge was opened on November 11, 2011.
Expectations have been increasing among people in northeastern Thailand, central parts
of Laos and Vietnam. As a matter of fact, before the completion of the bridge, special or
specific economic zones were already being planned or constructed in Borikhamsay and
Khammuane provinces of Laos at the junctions of Route No. 13 with Route No. 8 and
Route No. 12 and near border areas in Quang Binh Province (Route No. 12) and Ha
Tinh Province (Route No. 8). A 20% share of Vung Ang Port in Vietnam, which can be
connected with the bridge by way of Route No. 8 in Laos and Vietnam, was held by
Laos in 2010 and the access road to the port from the border between Laos and Vietnam
has already been shortened.

Route No. 8 and Route No. 12, however, have never been designated as an
“economic corridor,” while these two routes used to be drawn on a map of the blueprint
of transport projects of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) economic cooperation
program. The concept of “economic corridors” has been broadly recognized by the
people in the GMS as well as the concepts of “special economic zones” and “deep sea
ports.” Even so, a “transport corridor” or a road development project can be transformed
into an “economic corridor” with the higher expectations of people who live in the
provinces along the corridor irrespective of being designated as an economic corridor or
not.

This book is a result of the research project “A Study on Cross-Border Trade
Facilitation and Regional Development along Economic Corridors” by the Bangkok
Research Center, IDE-JETRO, in fiscal year 2011. The book focuses on potential and
emerging economic corridors in the GMS and examines the feasibility of development
in provinces along the corridors. In addition, this book focuses on regional development
projects and examines the possibility of making the roads from the regional
development sites to the metropolises.

In conducting the research project, we called at local governments, ports, border



posts and private companies along the corridors. On behalf of project members, I wish
to express our sincere appreciation for the cooperation by the staffs of such

organizations.

Masami Ishida
Senior Research Fellow

Bangkok Research Center
IDE-JETRO
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