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Abstract

It is estimated that today there are about 2.7 million overseas Vietnamese (Viet kieu)
living in more than 90 countries in the world. A large mgority are those who left the
country after 1975 as refugees and their relatives. While overseas Viethamese on
average are still having difficulties establishing their own livelihood and integrating into
society in their respective host countries, they have supported their relatives in-country
through sending money and goods, which has amounted to a substantial income transfer
from abroad to Viet Nam. Being aware of the potentia of overseas Vietnamese to
make further contributions to the country’s development objectives, the Party and the
government have adopted various measures to encourage and facilitate overseas
Vietnamese activity in such areas as investment and knowledge transfer. However, the
contribution to investment of overseas Viethamese has been restricted due to such
factors as; limited capital accumulation among overseas Vietnamese, practical problems
with the design and implementation of concrete policies towards overseas Viethnamese,
problems with the genera investment environment in Viet Nam, and the still sensitive
relations between overseas Vietnamese and their home country.
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