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Abstract

The Asian-Pacific region includes some of the world’s largest and most rapidly
growing economies and is widening economic gap among the member economies of the
region in recent 20 years. The economic expansion through globalization contributes to
activate trade flows and foreign capital flows among member economies, and it also
promotes international labor migration. International migration has been increasing in
Asia since the late 1980s, and the patterns and direction of migration have also been
changing.

This paper studies recent trends and patterns in international migration and related
policies in the Asia Pacific Region, mainly in East and Southeast Asia and major
receiving countries in the APEC region, covering the period from 1980 to 2000. Section
1 reviews past and present trends and patterns of international migration and related



policies in the Asia Pacific Region. Section 2 introduces the definition of migrants
recommended by the United Nations, and Section 3 describes the characteristics of
international migration statistics in the Asia Pacific Region, discusses their availability
and points to some problems. Section 4 examines recent trends in international
migration in receiving countries and sending countries and surveys the main
destinations for migrants from various countries. Section 5 discusses recent immigration
and emigration policies and their impact on international migration. The paper
concludes that pressure to migrate is likely to continue to be felt in the foreseeable
future as economic disparities between countries continue to exist.
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