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INTRODUCT. ION 
On the 17th of July, 1945 the Potsdam Declaration was issued, and by 

accepting it on. the 15th of August Japan surrendered unconditionally. The 

colony of Manchukuo which Japan had set up in the Tungpei Region of 
Chin. a was simultaneously liquidated. In this way the Japanese expansionist 

policy which, since the Sino-Japanese War of 1894, had been making inroads 
in continental China on the wave of intensi~ed competition among tlle great 
po_wers ov6r the partition of China-a policy coloured by the Jape~nese Army's 

brut~l assault on sick China in such events as the presentation of the Twenty-

O. ne Demands in 1915, the sending of troops to Shantung in 1928, the Man-

churian Incident in 1931, the Shanghai Incident in 1932 and the Lukou 
Ch'iao Incideht in 1937-was m. ercilessly and finally ~mashed. As. a rcsult, 

the Japanese people, after their sorrowful experience of defeat in war, vowed 

that t.his time relations between Japan and' China, which in the past had 
always been hostile, should be replaced by relations of peace and co-prosper-

ity. They have thus desired the restoration of normal diplomatic relations at 

the earliest opportunity, but, unfortunately, this has not yet been fully real-

ized. This, has been due to a number of complicated elements in the situation 

both at home and abroad-post-war Japan's involvement in the whirlpool of 
the Cold War between America and the Soviet Union and the fact that civil 

war between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party broke out in China 
itself, while in Taiwan there remained the Chiang Kai-shek regime, resisting 

the ~overnment of the People's Republic of China on the mainland and 
acting as if it were the legitimate successor to sovereignty in China. However, 

the fact that the People's Republic of C, hi.na has developed its national power 

in the seventeen years since the foundation of its state-the fair degree of 

progress in agriculture, industry, technology, a. nd daily living compared with 

old China, its success in c. arrying o. ut as Tnany as five a,tomic tests to date, 



1 06 The Developing Econonties 

etc.-is having a great influence on a world scale. Thus, while on tlle one 

hand there was an increasing body of public opinion calling for the swift 
restoration of diplomatic relations with the continent, the conservative interest 

in Japan, on the contrary, was more and more inclined to regard the growth 

of new China as a threat, and public opinion is still not united on the sub-

ject. Nevertheless, the day when relations with the People's Republic of 
China are normalized in some form or other will come some time in the 
future. Regarding this historical and long-term prospect practically all intel-

lectuals may be said to be agreed, in spite of their differences in ideological 

position and views of the situation. 

I. THE PERIOD OF THE OCCUPATION 
After the Japanese Army had withdrawn in defeat from the continent, 

a fierce civil IArar developed in China between the Kuominiang and the 
Cornmunist Party over right of leadership in the post-war period. In this 

way the Chiang Kai-shek forces, which had suffered defeat moved to Taiwan 

in May, 194･9, and the People's Republic of China came into being on the Ist 
of October of the same year. From that time onward the Chinese govern-
ment came to demand strongly the right to sp6ak on the question of Chinese 
relations with Japan from the position of the central governrnent of that 
country. This reflects their self-confidence deriving from the fact that during 

the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance the Chinese Communist Party, which 
formed the core of the central government, had fought with the Japanese 
Army more positively, and on more extensive frontS, than the Kuomintang 
forces. On. the 15th of August, the day that Japan surrendered, General Chu 

Teh, commander-in-chief of the armed forces resisting Japan, wrote as follows 

in a communication addressed to America, England, and the Soviet Union.1 
" In a large occupied area abandoned by the Kuomintang forces we have 

liberated more than a hundred million people and have built nineteen great 

liberated areas. Not only that, but in the occupied areas of China, con-
taining" a population of a hundred and sixty million, we have organized an 

extensive underground army, and have been dealing continual blows to the 
enemy. But not only did the Kuomintang forces stand idly by, they IArith-
drew the greater part of their armies to place~ of safety in the rear, and on 

the contrary wefe engaged in preparations for civil war." 

Thus Chu Teh contended, " The armed forces of the people possess the 
right to send their own representatives to take part in the work of the re-

ceiving' of the surrender of the enemy by the allied powers and the work of 

s~ttling the post-surrender situation. The anti-Japanese armed _ forces in the 

Chinese liberated areas and all other areas must be possessed of the right 

l Nichi-Chti b6eki sokushin giin remmei (The Parliamentary League for the Promotion of 

Sino-Japanese Trade), Nichi-Cha kank~i shiry~shti (Conection of Material on Sino-Japanese 

Relations), Tokyo, April, 1961, p. l. This event is mentioned in Herbert Feis, The 

Ghlaa Tangle, Princeton, Princeto~l University ?ress, ;953, p. 358. 
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to select their own delegation to take part in the future Japanese treaty and 

United Nations conferences." 

On the other hand, on the 5th of January, 1950, Americ~n President 
Truman spoke in ~¥rashington to the following effect regarding' Taiwan, where 

the forces of Chiang Kai-shek had taken refuge.2 

" The United States recognizes the legal claim of China to Formosa, in ac-

cordance with the CairQ and Potsda~l decisions. The United States has no 
d~sire to obtain special rights or privileges or to establish military bases on 

Formosa at this time. Nor does it have any intention of utilizing its armed 
forces to interfere in the present situation . . . the United States Government 

will not provide military aid or advice to the Chinese forces in Formosa." 

By this time, Ilowever, the Cold War between America and the Soviet 
Union was already under way, and after the anti-communist declaration 

made by Ambassador Acheson in Ma~, 1 94･6, and the prohibition of the Ist 
of February strike by GHQ in 1947 the brake began to be applied to left-
wing movements. Further, the functions of the Far Eastern Commission and 
the Allied Council for Japan, the bodies in charge of the administration of 

the Japanese Occupation, also ceased to move smoothly. 

Considering this dangerous, the Chinese side concluded a Sino-Soviet 

Year Japanese Trade with 
Mainland China 

Exports Imports 
(in US$1,000) 

1949 3,144 21,756 
1950 19,632 39,636 
l 951 5,832 21,608 
1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

l 956 

1957 

599 

4,539 

19,097 

28,232 

67,344 

60,477 

1 4,903 

29,700 

40,770 

80,755 

83,873 

80,357 

1958 

1 959 

1960 

1961 

1 962 

l 963 

1964 

50,600 

3,648 

2,726 

16,639 

38,460 

62,4 1 7 

1 52,739 

54,427 

1 8,917 

20, 729 

30,895 

46,020 

74,599 

157,750 

1 965 245,030 224,700 
1966 315,000 306,000 

International Exchange of Visits 

Japanese visiting ~hinese visiii~~ 

Chin a _ _ Jap~n 
~'~Organi- Organi-Persons Persons zations zations 

1 

O 

6 

o 
9 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

11 

16 

21 

52 
l 08 

133 

50 
1 39 

192-

34 7 

l,182 

1,243 

O 

O 
l 

4 

7 

61 

O 

O 

10 

1 OO 

1 42 

140 

20 

42 

30 

32 

79 

90 

594 

191 

629 

557 

619 

l,752 

l ,844 

5 

O 
1 

12 

10 

23 

41 

93 

O 

13 

85 

78 

280 

489 

3,806 55 379 

2 Department of State Bulletin, January 16, 1950 ; Documents on International Affairs, 1949-50, 

London, Oxford University Press for Royal Institute of International Affairs, 1953, 

p. 95. 
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Treaty of Jriendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance with the Soviet Union 
on the 14th of February, 1950, thus making provision against the revival of 

"Japanese militarism." Next, the situation underwent ~ sudden change with 
the outbreak of the Korean War on the 25th of June, 1950, an event which 

startled the world. While America serit the Seventh Fleet to the Taiwan 
Strait, on the 25th of October the Chinese People's Volunteer Corps joined 

in the fighting, and came to engage directly in repeated fights to the death 

with America. In this ~ituation, " progressive elements " in all laphnese enter-

prises were subjected to a Red Purge, and such bodies as the Sino-Japanese 
Friendship Association, which came into being on the 1~t of October, 1950, 

had various kinds of pressure app]ied to them by the Occupation Forbes. 
Thus during this period of occupation by the allied armies, Japan, under the 

administrati6n of GHQ Allied Powers, was watching intently the civil war 
in China, the worsening of American-Soviet re]ations, and the influence on 

Japan deriving from this. 

During this tline (1949-1951) Sino-Japanese trade was advanced to some 

degree as shown in the Table, p. 107, under the supervision of GHQ; 

II. THE SAN FRANCISCO PEACE TREATY AND 
THE SINO-JAPANESE PEACE TREATY 

The Korean War 1lad a decisive influence on the Far Eastern situation. 

First of all it made America aware of the importance of Japan as a base. 
It was also about this time that the return of Japan to international society, 

now that her national power had been restored on the basis of the Korean 

armaments boom, at last began to come on to the agenda. That is to say, 
the way began to be opened to the conclusion of peace treaties with Japan. 

I:1 this regard Prime Minister Chou En-1ai made the following declaration 
on the 4th of December, 1950, a declaration in line with the ab.ove-mentioned 

communication from General Chu Teh to America, England, and the Soviet 
Union.3 

" I solemnly declare that the Central People's Government of the People's 

Republic of China is the sole legal Government of the Chinese people and 

that it must take part in preparing, drawing up and concluding the peace 
treaty with Japan. The remnant of the reactionary clique of the kuomintang 

has absolutely no qualification to represent the Chinese people, and because 

of this it has no qualification to take part in any discussion or conference 

ree~arding the peace treaty with Japan." 

Prime Minister Chou also passed the following censures against the 
Memorandum which the United States Government sent to the Soviet Gov-

ernment.4 
" It also attempts to coerce the other allies into accepting its own pro-

8 Jen-min Jih-pao (People's Daily), December 5, 1950 ; Docu'nents on hternatianal Affairs, 

1949-50, p. 618. 

4 Ibid, pp. 619-620. 






























