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The Development Data Group: Putting Data to Work For Development

“We do data from farm to table”



Private sector is motivated to measure their 
impact across ESG outcomes

Environment
SDG 7: Affordable and clean energy

SDG 11: Sustainable cities and 
communities

SDG 13: Climate action

SDG 14: Life below water

SDG 15: Life on land

Governance

SDG 5: Gender equality

SDG 8: Decent work and economic 
growth

SDG 16: Peace, justice, and strong 
institutions

SDG 17: Partnerships for the goals

Social

SDG 1: No poverty

SDG 2: End hunger

SDG 3: Good health and well being

SDG 4: Quality education

SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation

SDG 10: Reduced inequalities

World Bank’s ESG Data Portal 

brings together relevant data to sovereign ESG analysis and decision making

https://datatopics.worldbank.org/esg/




History of the Atlas reflects the evolution of 
development focus and data technology

World Bank Atlas 

1966

Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals

2020 From World Development Indicators



Focuses on selected targets 
for each goal

Features trends, describes 
methods, and highlights 
emerging impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic

Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals 2020

Showcases how World Bank 
and other development data 

can be used for deriving 
insights about the world

Data useGuides readers through SDGs 

Interactive 
storytelling

Innovative data 
visualizations



Where we 
stand  

The world has made tremendous progress in 
improving social and economic outcomes

COVID-19 pandemic has had lasting impact 
across all SDGs, reversing trends in poverty, 
inequality, education and others

Addressing climate change is urgent

There is a need to harness public and private 
sector data to improve our understanding of 
the world



SDG 3: Health systems are burdened, 
especially in poorer countries



SDG 3: Achieving optimal immunization rates often 
takes time



SDG 1: 
Declining 
poverty



SDG 1: Since 
COVID-19, 
poverty has 
risen



SDG 4: Despite high enrollment rates, many 
children are not learning



SDG 4: Potential COVID-19 impact on education



The overall 
impact of COVID-
19



SDG 7: Globally, 
energy access has 
steadily increased



SDG 7:  But stark inequalities exist across the world



SDG 9: Access to 
roads brings 
education, 
health services, 
and jobs within 
reach 



SDG 9: We can juxtapose where 
people live and where the roads are 

SDG 9: And identify gaps in reaching 
rural communities



SDG 14: More than 
a third of coral reef 
species are under 
threat of extinction  

Coral reefs are highlighted in light blue



SDG 14: Human 
activities have 
impacted oceans 
adversely

Overfishing

Shipping



• World Bank, including primarily the World 
Development Indicators (WDI) database

• UN Agencies: UNPD, ILO, FAO, WHO, UNICEF, ITU, 
UNEP-WCMC

• National Bureaus of Statistics 

• Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)

• Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)

• Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative

• Emergency Events Database (EM-DAT) / Centre for 
Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED)

Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals 2020: 
An extensive collaboration among many 

• U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA)

• U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA)

• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

• Global Forest Watch (GFW)

• Google Earth Engine

• Afrobarometer

• COVID-19 Government Response Tracker (Oxford 
University)

• COVID-19 Financial Response Tracker (Yale University)

• Academic papers 

Stories rely on insights and expertise from across the World Bank & data and analysis from across national and 
international organizations and researchers, such as:



Demand / create 
transparency

Hold data on 
individuals

Create / use data in 
production process

Data for development: Unlocking potential by reusing data

Development
Data production 

and collection

Greater accountability

Policy design / evaluation
Service delivery

Business opportunities

Criminal activity
Dark net

Corruption
Surveillance

Widening inequality
Market concentration

Individuals, Civil 

Society and Academia

Government and 

International 

Organisations 

The Private Sector

Reuse / combine / share

Reuse / combine / share

World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives

https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2021


THANK YOU!


