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Z D% 2013 47 11 HIZHE—RIEMHEL TARL, M EFRZRILL >2oH 5, 2014 4F 5 AIZILE
FONVREFPHAL TEY, Bk T2 AR TH D,

TE =L, RO REE (0.1952; r.1995-2013) £C 2 kel CEIES —F X —IZ LD
EINTH-72M, 2013 4 6 H | A~ NATERIIAFM T THORDBHRE DFI—LE KA+ (.1980)
BERICERMEBEL, bR R FIIRF DTV r—34(b.1978) Th-7273, 2003 4T

S—ANERINT, BHITTY— T AOREEE EOFHE LS TWAD, D LAY AR R~
EEIZ R T OB ED VD, NV RETE EOZEIC OV THEEE EOBH SN THD, =P 7k
RN TERZ KD B OSBRI TEFE LV Z At Yo T I8 T EOXNINGEELH, 452
BEROAEIE LA D722 o7& bz, FERITIE 2014 42 3 HIZH Uo7 e T e —L—1
UAE DEEDS— VK% A8 T DEREN e 72 8T, e b T Ok A e B S 7=,
[F 8 HIZZ7U=—RChfESTz GCC HIvhAgE, & —/v & 3 WEDM TOFFTHAKBIL, [V
YRABENIE ST PRI REDOEIFO BRI TUORWMERETH D, LinLens, 7 HoA
AT TN LD FHBEOBMEIL, HA— N DN~ —A~DEE I 5 T AT IE 7LD
HIMEHAEL T, BfRUGERRIDN S DH D,

USROG TIE, Yo7 I8 T UAE (T 7 HE) 305, RSO DU Tl A
FHHRL SN TODHDD | ZDHE DI DN TIRFEE L TR, o7 I8 7 Cliinia Tl
WIIRT 7 Ry T —XEED B T2 ThHHE 2 RO &R bt Fr-BE 3 i~
RAEZRPEEEE /2> QD T Ry —EE (0.1924) 28 90 &8 2 TR, AN —1 FA—7
D ERFHHHRNTEL o7 t%, P~v—r (0.1936) BEKRT-L720, eI AMEE T
%o 77 RyyZ7—EEIX3 A 27 B CEHEHTERAML, HL~v— B FO%MEL T, 227V
5 2FIE AR (b.1943) ZRIE K 254 LT, BIE KT OREIZYO TTHY, LimlLE 3 Ht~n
TSRS NI b Te otz DIV BIE KA1 2 RO TH LT 5HDOH 3
TAROB A E HSND, FEHFIEO/L— IR, 53N TH Th I FEhS Lo 17
HITIT FARARD ATREMEIZ L 22Tz, VT I8 T OEF AT RESENNTODA, KEDve
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B LT, AZANVED T RHBDFZBER DI, ROIZT 7 Ry T7—EHED BT b EH
SIS (2D FICHOW T, KIEITTRELLIRY B 5 F7iE),

UAE &, 77X TIIRE AR D B A ~BATL 225 5, FIRY — AN B RHOEF K
WL (d.2004) D% BT THHN)—7 7B E RIOEFR KA (b.1948) 23k AL TS, LAl
IRHH N7 7 ERICOWTIE 2013 FLARE, K7Z> TENFEDHRUEONDZED 72 BRI H ThH
DL RERT (0.1961) BIEMREBEIS TS, AN~ REK O FT UAE 232
WY T IETICHEEL, GCC A TR(b~iia G TRy, FEEMRE ED2ZRIZEDBL
REBEIDD DT D, AL TIET — U R RIFEF EHH (d.1990) DL B D~ by — A
B RAHOEF EHH (d.2006) D3R LTZAY, BIFED L~ R E RHGEA EHH (b.1949) (T2 D5 TH
Dy NIE = BKAFRIEE (b.1982) 1T~ R EED B THY, 2020 4ER 31 7 EFEEEH)
IZBTDT N T 2 NI —T 7l I COTE— NIl KR iEST AT 47 BHNE B ST,

Iz —hed = NFHRR S — U PRI CTHY | 4 1% FALkEZ D - TR AL EL
WNFEIND, 77— TlE, Vv —E/LRET—ULREN) 2 KFERORM TR AIZE R A
THRSENFAEL TOED, D —EL ROy —E LV E R (1926-2006) D%, B LIZH—Y
LROYT R E R (1930-2008) 235 KU L2 HUHS IR EED 7= 60 E R D Fag CHMLS AL, v —E
NEEORME THLIHY N—7 15 E (b.1929) BENLLT-, =T HRIIENEO TV —T%
BRFIAEML, BOT —R/ - A REFHITEML, ENKO FTREM A Vv —E LR, 2
DO THED B EZD B A5 (T 7~ RR)ICRELT, =V LRDEEHITFE LI,
Y=Y LRDOH NIREMRGEAIDP L TON T, RIRFNITTAA—T T ROFFE L THL T —RL - A
N RATEARET 7R 77 A RIERIEHE BT V7 AV RRERARR) EOMTRERSh T
WD, 77 = — NEIEDS B KT O ERESOAGE (EIROZE) RUIETHLEHEL QDT
B WP OFNTEESITH L T VD, 2006 FLISROEESOIREL (8 4FRIC 6 [l i
B FENE) 1%, FE D KE T COME DOFNIEEIAEN, REESZEAL Tz it
HHIVTND, 2011 4F 11 12—V EHDEHEL . AL ROV v —E L« 5N—F 7 )3 FH
I ZETHE DOFNTIR AT ESILV TR, 2014 FZ A THKIA [ COME DG N EHk
L THRY, 77~ 77 A NIZL OB R BEREN S AT 47 TRULNDRE | FU—T B K+
DM D HEUNT Y I RIAR THD, 2O FIZ DOV THIKEITEELEY EiF 70,

F~v =A% =7 —ZBIEE (b.1940) [0 - i+ D RETHY, R AFHLNLThHDH, —
7 —ZEEIL 2011 F 3 A OWNBLOE THAREXD, 7E56 (BRF—V 7D B+7-6) it
ICBEHAL TS, HEIDETFIC—BETL QD728 EHETEBOBAEIZRZE H~DORENRKE
VY, EALRARIZ DWW TIFTREAEIC L THRESILTRY,, B0 G BICESER LI
HZLLIpoTVDEN, EEF#HS CHENMEON WG A ITE EOBEBZEIIEIZL Lo TS,
J1—7 —AEFIT 7 ADARKBREEEEZBIOT- D R AVZHEL TOADS, BIERDSHRUESIL TR
e DA Z R EESTERY, S %O MEH SD,

CF YN
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Egypt: Economy

T.V7 MR

A — A —BHEDIEE) : ) R HIE A = X RGR

The Beginning of the Sisi Administration

2014 4 6 A 8 HITHTLI- AL — A4 —KFEHEIT, B TEAZ M BORTF-OME N TH L, HEFL
LN — B EDOHRE I T, ZDO—F T, HFE Ty =/ LT, 40 BRI VEED 2T
RIEHLER T2 BRAG LTz, BTBUEDRFEBUR DRIV EIZAOIN TRV, BHER E %
INDAL— A — RIEFED B NI S TERFRE B N FA TS QD,

FAFIDHZE

5 HRICEMS NI KIFHIERIZIBN T, Aq— A4 —IFEEZR 96.9% 2L TEBL,
Ag—A— DRI IBEE B CHONAG 2055 REPEZ DTS, FELRFE TIL T EN DL 1T
i, BEESE FIT D70 E2 B HAMAH LS4, SHIZHPIE2 B HOFE Tho7 2
HARAY 1 Bﬁ%éimi@ﬁ% FEERPNEER SN EHIL, BUEOBIEA TR O 1E S P2/
PRI D72DITI T 7e< EB AR K FEERZE L [RIFR B DO F RN LB 2 DIV TN T2 Th
%, IHIT ﬂ@ﬁj(*f‘t FADIES MR FiRT D12, 2012 FFEETYELIZLLV S —OBGIEAL EAlD
ZEMN 1 SOFHEL RiesinTz,

NEFERIZLAIUE, A BIORFREREOFEIEIRIT 47.5% THY | AllEEFEOPEZEZED 51.9%
(2T KT o Tb DD 2011 FLIEDEHBLRE L RSO RER LT, Fiz, Ar—A0—I%
2378 T EEAMEIFL . 2012 FEDVYLEIEE T LV —DMEIGEE (1323 7 EE) A k&L FEl-7-, B
RBIOAL =24 —DIFTEEAZ DWW TL, —F TR DO MNLZY REREmITRDHTE
7o ANEHEREL TR ANGIT, [EROREZ, EBRICEEIZ T2 E00TRNC LT, B
TRUIB R DL E LI e I CEAME— D) — & —L L T, Af— A4 —D K E AT AN
LCWEB 265,

JERIFZAFEER IR A —Ar—1E, 6 H 8 PR ZI T, 4 RO 0
Form, AERICIE. UAE, 77—k ASAL—2 Ay Erya SLAFFHIBX, FrR,
TINT | FREF =772 E OTEE T LTz, A — A —KHEHHO T TOFNEIL 6 H 17 AT
RS, BRI & DK EHO REITBELZ 1 2 ThIRE RIS ITIL, Hriak DA &<
& REOEE T /eh -7 (F 1),

L FTEOREIL 34 ANH 14 N Tholz, T2, —EHETT ORI T4, BB A D Fs S
I, BEE LEBE W 1A DN OIS T 8T,
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R 1 HBOED E 2R R

i R4, o
MBI | BN | T | RS

PR EES S —— RIT | 7105 LRI, INP == )3 AL
segsn |57 77TV TTT i o v 7 — PR
B | Toag T e BT | TR

EBtp M | T T T AT T —=— B |ILO O /IAR, HA v KFHTR

(HIPIT) 45 Tl E 2 B SRR

AA—RA—BUHED IATBUER

BIBGEDRGEBURIL, 2014/2015 £ (2014 42 7 A ~F4F 6 A) THRZEDO RELHIfEST,

KRR OB Y] B IZHTNE SIS QWO PREISH L, Aq—A 0 — KFEEIX R
f/RLTZ, GDP bt 12% & RAES DIV T BURFIROHE N RO T=DOTh D, THZITHOT 05 HT
BEESH EETERIZ6 A 29 HIZA—Ar—RFHEIZ > THEERENT-,

ETEFRTIE, MBURTIE GDP H 10% (2400 (E=7 R 7R R LUF LE) ICERE ST, 244)
TREIHA EAE 6.2%I8°7— )7 T, ikHiE 2.2%HI57, mEAEINOTEEL LT, ANl
it (Value Added Tax) &% ¥ E SV 7 AU BLOBNRE L ABUGE D RAAENT, mHEI T
i, #HBh A ORI NN T B L 7o o7, 7 Th, ZRETHHOK 20%% 5Tz rL
F—HiBhAIT, 2013/2014 LEEED FHE TAME L UL T, #9 25% HIE Tz,

BRI EBOR X, FHFEEIC AT BRND I SNz, =X — B O EAMIE 23 KB
EFON=OTHD, REZMIIZ LN T RLE — il O REL SO AR AR CTHHT
LIFIESFRRBES LT3, Z2RD RigE7Z ik 5| LI XE RO F8% LRSS D THh-Tz,

IRIILF—EEDEIELIFEZDEE

TRV OF] EIFIX 7 A 3~4 BIZHERIN, 5 ADDEMmSILZ, 4 RIOMELE
TlE, BV FEEMITRRA A, BN, KigZ kg5 & EiFRFEiashiz (& 2), filx
X, HVVAmRE O E L 2008 FELIK T, FBEDK 55%% 1505 80 A4 BV OAMik&IE 1
VoML 7=0 0.9LE (12.6 M) 2 5lA 1.6LE (22.4 ) ~& 78%fH LiF&siiz, Fi=. EIIEMITHE
FRIZE ST 10~50% B B SH7ens, RAFFEELRIZSOR DA 5 | LTS RIAFI TS,
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&K 2 TINF—HHEDOBGE

1LE=14 [

N [F i (LE) FHEFSLE) | i B 3E(%)

80 A4 0.90 1.60 78
92 A U5 1.85 2.65 43
T4—EN 1.10 1.80 63

RIRITA [RiF&(USS) FrifiF&(US$) E_ BT 3E(%)
—HREEFE 2.0 5.0 150
eI 1.3 3.0 140
N A b pE S ) 4.0 4.5 13
TANEZE N 6.0 8.0 33
BREM - 7T A FESE AT 4.0 7.0 75

EEVAL R [E i (LE/kWh) | #rfli#s(LE/KWh) | i i 5:(%)
~50kWh 0.05 0.0750 50
51~100kWh . 0.1450 .
101~200kWh 0.12 0.1600 33
201~350kWh 0.19 0.2400 26
351~650kWh 0.29 0.3400 17
651~1000kWh 0.53 0.6000 13
1000kWh~ 0.67 0.7400 10

(HiFT) A TEH0E & S HVRRK

TRIF i D5 | BT I3RS L O AR ERICERS T 5720 2O/ P —E A ik
O ERADEEINTZ, EIT, I=ARAREO RE#EEE 1L, 22RO =X —fitg 5| & EiFIcHt
FHETHELHIC, EEOKIEE EIF AR LT, ZAUSKL, BURIE =L — i e O B %
A& EBIT, (E3RAE_LIT 225 1 U A2 R~ DAk B AR A 2 B0 Ve, e A& gUE IS
IRELABAE | KT @ ORRF B AL T L LT IR D N\ A TOLAN CO MR FED
FFRSNI- 2,

TGS BTV T A OA TV SRS, IEEEAFREIIATA T 3.51% b5
L7z 8, HRATIC UL, 205D 1.52%RAL MR T RLE — ks 51 & L1 F DB B/ AT

2 Ahram Online (http://english.ahram.org.eg/) “Army offers food, transportation
alternatives to combat high prices,” 7 July, 2014 (2014 4= 7 A 10 H7 7&X)

3 2014 4 6 H OWffi LA-RHTH ) 130.84%. 2014 4F 1~6 HONH 1712 (Fi H Ho) 13,
0.64% Cd -7z [Central Bank of Egypt 2014],
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http://english.ahram.org.eg/

&-7-[Central Bank of Egypt 2014], 7z, DA 73T 11.04%E720 ., 4 TH S0
HEIRoTz 4,

A TUHE FHRBRRITHU T, PR T (SRIBCRIVEZ BRI 7 A 17 RICBEReH (F—
N—FAMEGBLIOEN) % 1%R A M| BT e, ef]5 & BT IEVES 3 HURTHY, 20D
HIFA L 7L Ch D EFE I, BURGFIL, FEILRZE T 7oOITESE 8 A~12 AIZ 3
FEIZDTzo>THIE T B, A EIOS] FIFIZE>THES 8 HOKMEE TRINT,

AIEAE IO I DORE

A —A—BHELT BRI BOBUR I Ko T BUN X DUEA X% — 7T W< Oh DO RIUBHFE
TaY eI NMeEHEL TS, Z£DHHD 12T, 8 HD AT X HIAF DBRFE D EE 72 5, 8 H
6 H2DHELENRYE 33 thZ Lo CATREMILIE THBtGSN=DThHD, 41% 1 - TREFED
TREEITFATLC 72 F A= ML O ZAH 4 25 Th 5 6, £ D 40 (B /VIE, =P 7 HE
RA XL L CED SN D T A KR B RIS | CHEDN D Z LRSI 7,

A= XYER DOYLIEL RN A XA ORI/ @3k | T3EMIX DO IER, E A~
FORHIRES TESILVTCND, ZOMEFHHOREEFHLL T, 8 A 19 R IAL— &l
LS A L MEETHS Dar Al-Handasah thé = 7 NaEREAR 35S D72 D 2E# A0
BESH, A%, RAEEESICEST K 8 I AZNT CBIRRARTRIMERS AL >TC
W5,

BIEHEC L DRA B GBS 1 AR E IR 7 1Y =7 N THHN, T DORHEEL T,
NEAROENE L7 NED RG24 TE 5, EILIE LF T, =7 NERO A AR RIZFE
KEFITU, T HEOEMFTELI OV T MEEICIRE L, SHIT, A XER I ORA
BAFEFHHEIR E 3 OREICHT-> T, TV NHEBEHAETERR LT EE BTN, AT XTE
THEES I X = T N b THRIS R L ChY . LRI DR G- L CE Il THHM, Ar—A 1 —
BHEZ 72> CHEOAFAEED — R Eo TNDEF 2 HT2A9,

4 AT (ER) T, 2013 4F 6 ADSA4E 3 HET 10% 4B OKHETHERB L T e 4 AR
Belo—/2r 528720, 6 HITIX 8.2% K FL T2,

5 ZOMD KK 1 =7 b LT, B 3200 FFrA— U K SHE RS AR, F/IMEZEIR HO72h D
R (B A4 200 {8 LE) | Ji 1 /)BT ORI E N RISILTND,

6 FRIE I AUT, R HLIRICE T 1 B M 720 OMA T RTREAMIEI AT 2 50 97 FITHINT 2,
Daily News Egypt [http://www.dailynewsegypt.com] “Al-Sisi kicks off new Suez Canal
project, lays down tightened completion deadline,” 5 August, 2014 (201448 H 6 H7 7 X)
T TR XERFES 1L 5 A FIIER 12% DFER T, EASITARITL, MBE ORIEDMSL,
ANTELHDI TV T NERD A ThDH, Ahram Online [http:/english.ahram.org.eg/] “Egypt's
new Suez Canal waterway to be funded by investment certificates: PM,” 16 August, 2014
(2014 -8 H 17 BT 7&A)
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http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/
http://english.ahram.org.eg/

FBHEDEE Y HiFHAE

KA TR Tl B B BUR ARSI o To A — A — RIEHETH DN, BHETE L B 1%
DO AU A = CE LR T2 FAT T 5708 | BRFOZE(LERIBIC AT CTEIZH LT,
LU 3n | FTBGEIL, ITEURFLSMIH Z< ORRFHRBIZE I L THOD,

SRR L L CTIRBDIEAZ2 DL, KIRHADRIE T D, KIRH AL, 2011 FELUEDEIER
L L TNE RO IO G PMER LT 2O I A PE BN TE BIA I, [ENTE AN -+ Ze8T
X720 TND, ZDFER:, BA N AR 2 E DFEEIC BT DEFER B F EIT K EATTD
%o £<IT 2014 AR IR EWIEEN B bl BRAFICRE AL 5277,

ST, BB MO LG R, &L F0AKRER | MNEHERE OIRKRE | 2011 LI
(LU B D 21T, WEE RO KL AHNRNWEETH D, HEGEL. MERTOHNE
INTEVF TR R IE DRI PSR AR T M BHIB BV TN DD T D,

(BEXH)
Central Bank of Egypt [2014] Monthly Inflation Developments, July. (8 H 31 HzET)

(2014 459 A 2 BifE. HE—#)
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Egypt: Economy

T.V7 MR

A — A —BHE DG P FE

Development Strategy in the Sisi Administration

T MNEFIL WEETL A 25 B | LSEOEE Dot QDD F0O— 7 TR RIE B 5
TEIXDARALL 225D, 24—24—3&% T KHEA L 757 0y = 7 MRS 11 E R Rk
FEOZELALEST, 2D FEf DT DI = 7 MNEFH B R ) 2 B LA D DR E 2 FFONA
HHELTWD,

AA—ARA—BHEDREFE av

A —AL—BHEOREBAFEIL, 2014 4 5 H ORFERGERAERHIA L — A —[HE AT =7
A RIZAFLTZRRFEE V3 “The Map of the Future” 23 i L 7> TA 1, Z2I21E, BRSSEtE
ZHWETDREEOFMEE, 400 17y (415 J7o—71—) ORI, TN H O
HENSUE ., 22 OF TEEHUKOIERL, 256 OFHARTIBHIE, 8 DOFZ2LHEDIERR , Fric s mE ki
DOREEE, 2EN70E HEAR (4000~5000 FrA—RL) 728 HKAREEBR T vy =7 MhFzs
Tz, bodh | ZOFEBUTIIERREEZNELTHENRPLNTHLIILINDLT | W
NDT T =7 MTOUNTH BRI FERF S RSV TUNRDTZT8D | A — AL — DR FE V=
ANTFEBUEREAREZ T Dbz 2,

ETAM A — A —BHEFE B LA T B SN2 7o R F AR T m Y = VML, 2D Z<N
“The Map of the Future”#48% BA&LL7=H D Th-o7=, 2014 FRETIZ, BREEOFHEE, 1200
FEA—MLOERKEH, 100 577 =X OWYEEIH ., B4 D EFRHE « sl D 726D O UL

VSR T B 2V NNV ARS T, Fo, TR T, 20— BUEID G BARE kgt
D FES QN AT IR HAT ORA BRI A, L= T v iY77 Hii-reAnifizhs
S A COFEIROBI % (Golden Triangle Project) . 38X O HF#E F sk OB 4R
D BA%E (Northwest Coast Development Project) 231 Tl D,

KEEBHH 7 0 =7 ME, BHHCE> THEGFER DN TODHDOD , ZDOFE/RHNFLLTHE
ESIVTODDIZRTF GVEARZE) ThD, BUNFIIAMEARZ EL0 | WP E LD TH
%o BUMFIXIBMER e I BOR T BB 22 TRY, KBEBR Y vy =/ e A 5T 2B
RITDBIRNDTHD,

IOTMEERFESE (EEDC) DR
Lt% 4 FERO BARNIZ2 B BRI FHEI O AR L, ZOEIEDT- D DR E AL LA HIEL T, =
U7 NBUHIE 2015 4 3 A 13~15 HIZI =V MRKBRFE =ik (Egypt Economic Development

1 http://www.sisi2014.net/en/content.php?ID=2 (201445 H 27 H7T 7 & X)
2 BIEE V2N T DRI OV TR, [Kalin 2014]. [Rollins 2014], [Ramadan 2014]72
EEBM,
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http://www.sisi2014.net/en/content.php?ID=2

Conference: EEDC) | DBff#EZ T EL TV D, [A4X# TlE, “The Map of the Future” #4812
SBAFEFHBI DI R FIAFI TD, ZOFO AL, EALL L — RKEiHZ B LTz 2013 4 7
AICH DT e TIC Lo THRESNIC U T N HRES BTN T T 0b D ThHOHN, A —AL—
BT XL REFEUE R EH T FEEMITNZ T, SEAMNE OB R H ORI
SINEREODNT TS, 2015 4 1 A 156 BIZIZAKT =7 A MR BHER S H70E | I DD
05 3,

TV 7 NEFIZEED CO BRI A FR K [RITE OZE LA 2 EEL TD, OB E Clo& ik
DYNERHERIBEN T ESNDRE | BURLRRF O CLE LT RO RE /R KGR
BEOWELTE— /L L TUD 4, Flo, A—A0— KT, 20144E9 H 24 A O[EREHAZ TOfHTL 5,
[ 11 HDAZVT L7770 2~ 7 12 A OHERGR, 2015 4 1 A OAAmTOLEEHED
BRI E ORI, FEEMB L OEERE ZIZEEDC~O S IE MO TD, =7 MU
V%, BOR B IR L DL EACIZ T T BRI R E R T ¥ Ve T E— /L 5287T, 51 100~
120 KR VOB LK ZAE S Z LA BEEEL TVD,

RYOFEDREICRAITT

Ag— A — RIEHEIL . BRATIE A (SRR = L — B & DB A i L. S5 A kR H)
FEDFREGLA RO H72E | [ERATESOEERRKENE L TR BAEDEREEL T KRIAZR5: H
HIBORZFTH LTz, AW TH, —HFTBERO5 & RIT, Sy 20 -7 A BB A
—¥h B O5E ERLERS & BT e W o IR S E STz, F72, 2015 4 FUSAHIMEERL (Value
Added Tax) DENRTESNLRE | A — A —BHEIT~ 7 aiffF O E A EHL &M
B ZHALA TV,

— 7, PR THL ~ /iR E L ELEERL, A 7 VIENTIN A, FEER LIRS AR T B O
A B> TND, 2R ORTISIT, 2012 K 10 FSITETE L., =27~ AR (LE)
D F AP T <SRRG TR BTG~ NETERLSE T2 E CHBLL =D Th D, AEL
BL—NZ, 2014 % 1 RV 715LE CLERNIHER L7-03, 5Tl 2014 47 12 A TA)IC
[l 7.80LEARiEkLT- 6, FEEN72 “H AL — NI DO G I ER L7257 | HRERAT
IR R TG ORI CEIE U7, SMEHHE B2 IS E7-01Tkix 7, 20156 45 1 A LA
BRI ANTE AL — b TR E RGBT DRI T2, ZORER, ATEABFL—NIF 1 A 29 i1
RV 7.59LEET R L., RiaE o726/ T,

2014 FLFLARRIZEEE La o - E BRI NS O T3, MBURT- O/ MNIFET 2LV T,
~ 7 OEE DL ECNZIRDDTEAD, LInL7ensb, EWNATHEA~ORE , 777 EEHEDNHOR

3 http://www.egyptthefuture.com/ (201541 H 17 HT7Z7k&X)

GREEEORIERIL 3 H 22-23 HE 4 H 26-27 QLT HIENHRIINI
https://www.elections.eg/ (201541 H 10 H77&X)

5 http://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/gadebate/pdf/EG_en.pdf (2014 4F 12 H 15 H 7 7 X)
6 http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/21/egypt-forex-idUSL6NOU50CP20141221

(2014 4212 H 22 A7 7ER)

7 http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2014/12/15/weekly-dollar-bids-rise-four-times-week/
(2014 412 A 16 BT 7E&X)
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/12/21/egypt-forex-idUSL6N0U50CP20141221
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2014/12/15/weekly-dollar-bids-rise-four-times-week/

ARG BOCINAZ2E | RIS O T I HIA AR ESNDEMLH D, 720> Th,
BT 7 HENOOEE LT TS OBDCE DR DRSS T D,

BUR-ARDRELIZAITT

g — A — KFEFEIE, BURLIRZ D53 B Cb "2 TEA | AR FIHE L CD, BUMIZEZATEZ 2
ITENE, T RIEENCERG T, PEEETDIC OV TH i LEWREED | #ESRTFOMERE K> TD, #
AD B H MR IO AR EEEILL CWDLEE X DTEAHD, DT, EUICENRE A& E%
HoTUD, HIT, Af—Ar—BHEDEBERRRE L TR R CTRY., BiR - IR DT
TUITBWTHE 3L TD,

Zp— A — RHEREI L TRMERY7R) — & — 2y I Lo TG - B TR DL b2 > T D,
ZORML, ZNETOELEZAERDOZENGIFFZGFTND, [1 A 25 A M 1RO NIE
T, BRMER 7 AT T2 B ) B HERF T2 DI E 59, RGeS 2 e a KB4 57
DITIE, FHIORFEIER AR AT R Th D, RFIERIE, At — A — KR DL EITE > THEEE D
FETHD,

<SEXM>

Kalin, Stephen. 2014. “Sisi’s Economic Vision for Egypt: Back to the Future.” May 22.
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0KL20140522 (2014 /-5 A 25 H7 /& X)
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Egypt after the 2013 Military Coup: Sisi’s Transitional Roadmap
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SO, A — A —ITEELAF L B EBHEE RS B BT R E DT R -~
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‘Nationality Bill’ Dispute in Israel: Background and Implications
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DOEZERC, 11 A FROT AL AR DL Y HR (T 7) TORGEEFHTHBLI I,
A2 =T A ORI D — R E WS> TN R A D, 27 T RITROSEEZEVIUL. [
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R REL CTOEMAY WL RIEAVMHERZ iR CTHIAHELZ ZR T 08I E A TL<HZ T 75T
Bl & e B 2 D LN TEDHDTHD,

WFAUZHE L NB 2O FERWZ RN SNDEIMNITREEOERIRE L0 D, TS
TG A THIED FOWEE 2@kl A CREBRE (0D EBEAIERR) Z RS OPFEJREL
TRRDZRVIRY | NB (72 &35 RAVRSHEEB O BEIIA AR TH A, ThEh, IEREL
TCOAE Y REEL I E D > TRENREDDH D, LIUTHTG, 24 NEITHED %
DSHESTHLNWFNWEEZR LS T DL D Th D, W IE Y VRBUED R RO#ERE EFMS
TWL2X PHIBIEFIRO—E000 . NB (3] 2 X EESCEROMGLEFES A LIS TR
HHUIEZ RO IR T 2 a T U X ADIRIEIZE T D DD TIF/2WNEWIREE ARSIV TS,
DI, ART TV Z Y NEZEOOREE NS T LOET 5 NB (3, LeLATEREL Eott:
BT M O ARFHIAT G R L7220 TNDINNT R D, SBIT, EHIRBO I REIN ST 4D
XL ATF BIGBUMFIL. 2015 4F 5 BRIZE RS F84FT (International Criminal Court: ICC) ~
DIMBHFEZAT, 4 HIIIMEREBLT 5 RiAAr Lol ZHUTED R AEETe A 2T
TV EHE T O/ SV AT RIS E R GBI IS SUFHEEDO R R L7 D, TOBEIC NB 23 AT
TVDENEL U THALL TORUIE, HRBRDSEFEHRITIAAT V%2 NHEZREZHH HVITIER
FEZFEU TR 2281720 ZhUuE ICC DHIWHEHEIIRD &AL 5.2 51259, H <L T,
NB BAAZT/TH =BT IRmRE LT, S NAIZR ek INZ ) | RELNDIHHRETH
DERIEN D THD,

(2015 41 H 30 Hfiifa)
WSRO PR R 07 B s
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TN TIZBIT LR MBHEDTS 5
Historical Background of Longtime Rule in Algeria

M=

TN 2T T, 2014 4 4 AIATONIZ KEEIREE T, 77 OBk, 7 —7 7V KEiEDS 4
[l H O EE R Uiz, [ 777 OF) THET I 7 EORRINTESS 0y, TP =) 72BN T
ZD X7 R HIBMEDSHERF SN QOB EE 1T, 1988 AL DIAHIE D ERITR O BN,

16 FHDT—T7)hBE

1999 4ELISKH CHDHT T Ry T Ap—R 7 =T 7Y OEHMEL, ARl S5 Tl 16 4 H
(CAASTZET2%, b AFRTOHIRIRZ DL BEFHERIT 74.56%725 51.710%2KL, 7 —T 7
VA DFFEEES 90.23%720 81.49% K FL72 (2009 4F 4 A 15 HAY, 2014 4 4 A 23 A7/
VxUTEHREZR)ODOD, 2 fDTV— X7V —=ZGuEH) L T2 REGIEHEL TOHEET
BboTz, LInLIenss, 7 —T7 7V A KFHEIZ OV TIE 2013 FEO BB, HEREIRAE LD
SITHY, Fz, 16 F BIZBALTZRMIBHE AL T, Be-CEERD OO NmO S F3->TD,

2014 4F 6 10 H | B LIEFTREIAZE . NMETEBIZ 50 0705 T B HERTALBATOTZO O
FNOFFONFIZEO EHT V2 = ThfgS - T R AT ) &5k Tl BUars i35 40
TN 2T ORFABATOLEEDN RSN, TEIT Y LRI NS EIRBUT
(Rassemblement pour la culture et la démocratie: RCD. Front des forces socialistes: FFS) &
AART— LB (Mouvement de la société pour la paix: MSP, Front pour la justice et le
développement: FJD, Ennahda) 23 —4IZ & L7=Z L THEH SNZZOEHELZ O T, OO0
DT Z K T,

—OlE, BOBIRIIEEITHD, AlRESHEICIWV T, h—/b—R N2b—r =2 GuEtl) 25, KE
(ERBATICBRL CENEEREEZ R T RETHLEHR S LT, 27T— T AT — (A
METEENZ) 13, IRBIZAEELI-DIZETHY, [T A= T NI ]1962 FELISK, KFrEE BT
ESLTIEDITETHD, BURIZIBW T, BITE LI TERWNIT ThD, R E AT
(2L BN ALZRT U720 ) (E] Watan #% 2014 £ 6 A 11 D & 72 =) 7 BAROHEE
LU COROEEIZTEF LT, 90 FRONEHILIK, BURICEKILST- AT TR eSS T
HETHHN, 7 —T 7V HBHEE R D500, 7T =0T ORHIO A T 74 —E LT
DEOEEIN, ORI NIZOI ThHD,

B —DlE, A AT—LREF R (Front islamique de salut: FIS) DERUETEZ O HinFr CTdHD,
AL IE, D3O TT NP =D T HIOEBBOE BT FLD 8% (90 RO HTTIEESE | 91 0D [E Bk
25) CORFFNZ Lo TIRHNZfaab7ob L, 92 4RI EEIESNIZFIS O eiFEhH 34 (7 7 Ry v 1 —

1 al-Tansiqiya min ajl al-hurriyat wa al-intigal al-dimugqratl/ Coordination nationale pour
les libertés et la transition démocratique.
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ZWET AT DIZ A RIOEEICIZH 2 TSIIL TV (Expression #% 2014 4F 6 H 11 HfY), FIS
@&ﬁ?ﬁ‘m@ﬂ;@; ir7~ﬂ7tﬂ7jtﬁ'-}iﬁﬁﬁ“ FEICESTICICHRESN TG, T, fiRik% 20 FaR%
7z FIS OBAEDHHIRET 3 CIRESITEY, BIEDOIKHIZE > T ERE TH72u &
W25, TeLA, 80 FREKITIAEST-T VL VTR GO B BB T 74— ThY | T O%MIER
B ES IV FIS OEIEDNEINAZE KD, 7 —T 7V IBREN GHINLI S TEIeAART— L F
FBELORIEARD S ICEDLE T EORRAEL =L LI a2 RLTNDTEAD,

T =T VBN R > TRk L CODELHRIT, 1988 D KRB EZZSTET DT
N7 OEHIREIEDEFR L Z IR T, HERBISI, BV 287 7e e DR EL T
FREF N BB e % B+ 1972 HlTRDBID, LLFIZBWTiE, 1988 4ELIED T
NP )TN DB R RO ZAUIT OV THGETT 2, SHIZ, 7 =T Z7UNBHED 1999 DAL
LUK, 90 4EARDONERNHDIEF 155.&%[1%%9?@(%71%9@%& BL7-92 T, [RIEHEDS B
TFEEL COAFRBEIZ OV TRARZ0,

BEEROZEIL

RALTEIT (3 LOBUR) ISR 2B )23 BOIr AZ LS FTIE, 7 AT =) T BURICKIT S ®
DOMEFOALE ST NHD, 7Ly =V7 AR H (Armée nationale populaire: ANP) (%, 77 AT
KT DML A (1954~62 1) 2> 7= R R (Front de libération nationale: FLN) O
2. B E (Armée de libération nationale: ALN) ZHi& &L T\, JE3 %D FLN (85—
SWAREARE] T C, IR VY 2V T EEE O DD IEFMEA LR T o FI 2> Tkz, -
AT RRBEORHUZEIRES I, MR RAIOFIETHD 1963 FiE T, [EHIT %nl@l
TP, WORENT, EOBURR - #RFH ALSHTEENC SN 5 (55 8 S, H) LHREC
DOHITW, ROT —AT = FHLFERHRICESILTE 1976 FFIEIZBW T, [ @35{2&(
HONRERIL, EORBLAASFROERICSMT L) (B 82 5k, H#HH) LWWIE T, EOBIGRH

FNCBT DHEN DTz, ZOMENRESLDDDIT 1988 4 10 H D RBIU L KR E) Fifh 2
AU %5#0)’\‘\‘/Vﬂ??“/r“*l*‘j(ffﬁbﬁ\@ﬁ(‘Yé‘BﬁE@*%&LT%]\%M?‘: 1989 FEFEIEIZHB W TTH
%o ZOFEIEITIWT, BOBURTEENZE T2 EITHIBRS L, SHIZ 40 RIZHBWTEHRRIR T
(GEERYRBOE) 25T DHERID IRIESHRES L, 1989 427 H 5 H O)BZ{L‘E’Jfkﬁ{f CEoTHIE
H7eHED RSNz, TV =) TIEEE—RIZ/ o7 FLN (CL5— Mgl 2B 1k L, B
WHIEATLIZD TS,

1989 4 3 A1, FLNHRZEE X DEAA N —RBRIZEBEDOERLIZOT, 2otk x50}
BEHARO EZ BT D10 7E o7 b&vd, ZHLARERIL, EEN72BAA 7\%5?&?& ExRH
fEREDIRHIZ DO HFH T LU TELND, MLalZBITHEERD L7, [HFEEDOFRANEL TOEEIE
LT 28512725 2, 1992 07 —F 213, FISOBEREFC Lo ThI-bE - Rl fafgl ki L

2 Maxime Ait Kaki, “Armée, pouvoir et processus de décision en Algérie,” Politique
étrangere 2(2004): 438-439.
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THDTHY, AAT—LAERITENSNIZT NV 2T EZORKEDT-HODLD ThHETES{EEi
7o AAT—LEFHIEB I EOBENL, I T 0L DR | LIRS ALD T LW IER A I G2
HZEZpoTz, ZOLHIZLT, 1989 FLIKE, HIFFLN2 DA EEL . DLRTOBIASINE X825 T
(NG S QAN oY

90 FROWEETIZ, 7T =V7 DBUREHSIIFIS/RE DA AT — A EFRE AT 20578
TN L ST &Iz, BEOKE 321X e D—H (RCD) . £ L CIRHMAFEREEE N A
AT — AEFRFEWRIR ] ThHo720, FLNO K EJRRC, — 5% 5¢ (FFS, Mouvement pour la
démocratie en Algérie: MDA, Parti des travailleurs: PT. Ennahda, Jazair musulmane
contemporaine: JMC) . AMEFA (Ligue algérienne pour la défense des droits de 'homme:
LADDH) 72&1%, FISZE DART — LAEFRH DBUGSIMERE T DT, 72207 ORTE L%
BT 2 EIELB AT, OUITRIRIR]IE 1995 45 1 A m—~ DY =7 A SL[RIED
A= T T4 T TRFEEATV, FISOFHAGERIEBAROT- O Or—< AR LT 8, LD L72H
5. 90 FROKEPVIZIL, WERO FHIEAEDT | A AT — L FFH LOREMEHIFEIMARIC LT
BOBSNAHZEIT 25T, 1999 FEICEADEALT— /b > T EE G DT —F 7V IR K
FREISRHHESNI=Z 8T, EOBIANODOHRIBO—2DAT 7 THY 4, Fi-, KL /e 727 —
T 7 VA DA T O FRBOR (1999 FOEEFfFHE, 2005 FOERAAFET) ITIT-SER
NIZEBD | AART— L EFH EOBPERIZRFIRIZ M 7o A O B siidfaz R4~ NgkE L TR
NEH-7- 5,

1999 IR EDLT —T 7V ARHRIE, EOBHANDORIEE, K~ DHERER LD — DD
FHRIZL S TR NS, HEDOBUEHIFRET) A7 NFITL T, KFEEIL, ENDHOFEE
B LS BORIRE ZATOME N B L LI LTIZD THD 6, BE—IKIZ/R o725 KD 3R
(PNHERAT) 235, L RHERUR O AR (WHAR) ~EW) REREEHARE T, 7V =7 ORI
M)~ DRLEI ISR NN oM G ZAFD I U Tz, Zhud, Bl _EO

R BURD TEAE LA ES T MBI B TS T, 2B P A2 ER T 28627 V2 =0T
[ZH7=bLTZ, L, ZOFLWBURIZIS YT, KFEREFOME TN IRHEREE A DRE ) LRI 32
HILTND, LD AT, KFEFEDBIDO NN RT3 512 K E I ETLRICHE 1 &R
FFCEDINEIINTIRAETH D, 1999 FLURE, RHIBAED B D—D%, KA BID N
(RO STGAITR IV DEBIDY A % K12 2 5% OBURT 74— 8 FI2WNZ 828D,

3 Ait Kaki, “Armée, pouvoir et processus de décision,” 429, 434-435.

4 Lahouari Addi, “L’armée, la nation et I'Etat en Algérie,” Confluences Méditerranée
29(1999).

5 7 =T 7 UINRHOYRIZTFRIR ) DB AN T LRI OV TUE, IRDA
o —%Z M, “Entretien avec Mohammed Harbi: Algérie; la réconciliation?” Revue détudes
Palestiniennes 20(1999): 21-25.

6 Isabelle Werenfels, Managing Instability in Algeria: Elites and Political Change since
1995 (New York: Routledge, 2007), 58-59.

31 L E=— Vol.2
©IDE-JETRO 2015



#FLLVaLE Y RIZHITT

TN =V T OEMEMEOT I, KR ORENHHZ L2 TN E TR THRIZ, UL, EHIEHED
KA DN TUORNEND T8I, £ OKE MZEHEARNEND ZEAEIRL TR0, KELHE
JFE KFEHEE ST 2B OSCE - Hi, EEEE T, ERONmO A TUELE T 242258
HILTWD, 208 72h, 7 —7 7V (1999 F~) DTNV T DBURH, IO T 74 —12 858
fislm P ADBURTHLRY | HESIEFF O KENF LT Z | INL T DI EIIfERIZD D TH D,
BUBED DTS 10T 51 & 72N BP0 O SO B I 3R, N2 —2 2T AR FL
E RPN AT 72 I O ADMEA LS L, Fio, [ERNEDO Nz —
FCHEEATENZ U CGRAAUL, BURIIEHEZ RS LR, B KIE IO, £ T
RORFHRIFFIEZ DZENTELE T, Hlna 2 ADBURMREEIL TN,

ZOZl%E 16 FH DT —T 7 UABHMET A0 TFERL TD, 4 Wik T% D7 —7 7V Kt
FEARANCEOFLA TR, BIEIE THHT2S, T ORISR E RO & R [ kS5
BEER U, BESE AL, (797 OF 2% T —7 7 )0 KFEED HIOESF (2011 4 4
ANATSTHH TS MSILTOEDR, ZHIUTWENWEE FLISEV DD THS, Lo, 2014 4 5
AOU—¥ev (KENRE) OESIZEiUT, SEOFEREZ, 5255, NGO, K7RERE
72E 100 LL EDOFUREAASOFERNZEAS W TSNS (El Watan #2014 425 H 16 H
).

ARSI R AR R U BRI S e Uik, e LR L, el AEL, ¥~
R4 (AL EE) DB E S EEEE 725 TG, LILARDNS | B0 BRI FIAT 1 T7<
HOEREEW MRS E, FbEba o AT REEZ A EOFEfb /2SiTn D
(Tout sur 1’ Algérie #£ 2014 47 A 9 Hf),

(2014 4£ 8 A 4 HWifa. IS8T
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F o= DT (B B GRS - KRR

General and Presidential Elections in Tunisia

BE

2011 AEDEAT . B EBHENF DTNV - F 2= 712 BV T, 20144F 10 H oEBoEz (AR
REFBFESEE) & 11~12 HOKMHEEREA LT, DWICIER S ERRER R LTz, X 5D
REIZBUW AL 2= 7 RO ES) 502 H0IZ, AR T s Bl Th o,

ARS—LBEDRIL

EEGESEIZRB W TR IE R SO, AilElOEBOESE (2011 4 10 A | BIEHRIEH#RRES) T
e FUBEEIRD 2 & 3 WAENLEEZ I LTcb DD | E D% DBUR ks CBHER £5HZ
EEREILENTZA AT — LB [ 7 47 8 (Harakat al-nahda, DA 74) | OBETH -T2,
F7 5 [ HFNEO =D D45 (Congrés pour la République: CPR) |, 7@ B HO7-dDRFE
74— 2 (al-Takattul al-dimuqratt min ajl al-‘amal wa al-hurriyat, L T2 5 L) | 3 HiE
SEBOHET, RRIFBUR O RPETGZBUR DO W SEARH SV COHFFRAK T, /A7 — LR HF I
DIEIRBUGZE OREREFA 2500, BUNO BT D HROOFGERES O H £V D72)T, 2013 4F
12 AIGBME SR BT, 7 X BHEDO B EBEST-D3 1ZEA L DRIFEESEHICRS 2N T2 /7
F—MTCREDI=~T7T —V 2,7 (Mahdi Jum‘a) N T, A EIDO®REFE COEEBRHEESINT-,

AlEoEBGEE (N RAERFESEEE) T, MRS CEMERED T2 /77— ITBVWE
DIRN=, JIEI OB CERNBIEFICKOI=ONR /) — o &) Thotz U, A7 4 ax —xt
NAZE S TEIAY e AN E B DRI 722 DB T, A RIOEFETIVIEH S
DI, BERZWUNISIRL, BT TELEERE ) | Tholcbb 2 5,

A RIDEEGEZE T, 2RD 39.17%I28H72% 85 it A MAFL CTH—itL72 57D A3, 2011 4F 11
~12 HOEERNBO EHHEBEDT-_R——h— A=t 7 A1— (al-Baji Qa’id al-Sabsi) 7’
2012 4 6 HITRRALULTZBUH T S AT O MR E DAL T2 [ F 2 =27 ORFUDN T EH)
(Harakat nida’ Tunis:NT) | CTHD, ZIUTK L, FIEHEEZ -T2 3 DOBUTIL, RIBUED FEREIC
T HEROEEIRFAMI D, Wb A% IBS W2, L Lenib, F72 LT, 4
KD 31.8%\Td7=% 69 i A MErF L TH —ArL ARZRRIRD TP O E A LT bb /DT
EINTED, CPRIZ AR CTHIANAL, 1y MLV ORESE X7 172572 (La Presse de Tunisie V=
7HAT, 2014 4510 H 30 AfD),

NT OESER D HOREN LD > 77280 MBI HT->TUL, Ak~ 7#L
DHESLHHVHIHEDTERLFEAZ, L L7236, NT EF 72 1E, #fix 7B CHANRWEBGE T
HoT, 87 DI —AR=t 7 A —1%, BFEEL TOFREIITITERFDRH L., FEamLLRIOBURF
DIHHEARORED IR N TS, R TV— KGR, B IHI7RHED RS CTh i Ckiz
T ESTL, IBIREIOZBE S 192 L%, IHIRHIC I Gk, RIS - 5a FFo
T E OIENFE-HINLORIZREN 720, ZAET T3 BLIEEFRA TR R i 2 &5
NT LH#N T HIET, EDOAART—LEFAVRBSIHASITEZ B R LRI IUTRB22 ) A7
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bbolz, MLV AHEFIZESTNT ~OEEIT bbb, 7o F T 7X ECThoTe, ZHd R,
W 5EDIENLV L, BT O SR g A B S5 ATREME AR > T vz,

ZOEUNERPFUZEI XA D05, T 77 ODNERCTIE, EBRICERD 00N LoThd, ZoZk
1. BT CERE T - 7 X DE N~ —F — 23— — (Hammadi al-Jiball) 23,
NT LDBHFFVIESETERS EIRL Tt A BEEE 95 iEZ 5| X Z L7 (Jeune Afrique V=7 %Ak,
2014 £ 12 A 11 Bf)), NT OMEFLITEEERZETH =L 72 3 #1 % [H [F 8 (Union
patriotique libre) 72 E VT /VYRELE L DRI 2B CTERY, T 7 X O T&E MR T 5 15
MR FESTUS (Jeune Afrique V=7 Ak, 2014 412 A 13 Bf),

TILEX\DEBED

11 I TN KHEEEE G — PR (2B W T, BT A7 « < /L A —F— (al-Munsif
al-Marzuql, CPR OFRE) L —AR=t 7 24— Z4EH 33.43%&L 39.46% DEEZLED Ik
BEIE 12 A 0% IR EICEHIAEN - (Al Jazeera V=7 1k, 2014 4E 11 H 25 BAf), 55 [A]
BEEEDFE R 55.68% DEAMEIF UT- 71— AR=t 7 20—/, I CHRHREIC T 5287207,
< IVA = —DIFEET 44.32%2EF 572 (Al Jazeera V=7 (b, 2014 4 12 H 23 HE), [H
R4 & RHUC B> T2 NEIRENFR L L COLA TN DT~V X—F—12 08, B8 K REE 5 i X B
IFENZAROIKL . 73O TDNKETFen T, T I X IIATRMGER 2L TR~ T208, T 78 D3 F g
DHTBEIZ BT ARMEE Th oo v /LA —%— TR L= TR E O, [EBORELFRIULS, Kk
TEROFERL | T 77 FEOFIBAEIKR T2 — | ZE RN RE T T T b Eirotz,

ANERRFEHEDOFHEIE. NT DL <R —A¢/L (Muhammad al-Nasir) 23 & HI 72,
—EHOBEEORER, HEHMEIL, SHRENT, Rl NT BFEET LMl DRV E DL ST2h3,
EETBWGERE A LOF 7 X BB L2 8T TELRD, NT OI57 /77— EHEL, DL
IRBURE E CHMER DIIFHIIGZ D DD, £ 13, S RKOBE CTHARE O N CTE LA HH AT
IR A, Fio NEEHFE DI —AR=%7 24—, JEUFEE., E0OIF T 773 EEED LD
IR BUREREA COL OB IEHSND,

B NL 72T 2 )0 T —N=HZ L2 RIEICHLH LTZENT Th D03, XU - 7 U—{KHH LD Wiz
SRR T D7D FUKHE T F 2= 7 DR ESNHNE—T T NAXNSDA A=V EER TS
FIREMEN D, I —AR=t 7 Zr—ITbEbd, 7/LFMEH] (1956~1987 45) (Z36\ TR (PIFH,
SRZREER) L CHHAEBLI- A\ THDH, H—AR=%7 20— TLRILD, X TU—RRITH
EENTEEBHOT N M E TTOBFICRELIZWERE L T, =T 724 R FEDOH X —
2 —(Rashid al-Ghanniishi) (Z&> T, N DOF 2= T IR W CREEBE 1AL . HaRYE
REHELAEDT=T NXNE, Ta=U T IERILORBOELE THD 1, EHEOT RV EDDHIH
LIZIERE, BB OF 2= TBIRIC BT 53t AR RO S &7/ L TV,

(20154 1 A 5 Hfiifa)
BT

1 Francois Burgat, Lislamisme en face, Paris: Découverte, 1995, 49-51.
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Iran: Nuclear Issues
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Nuclear Issues in Iran: Several Obstacles and Prospects

2013 4F 6 H orr/—=— K L LA, FEBSIeA T & P5+ 1 (EE 2RI AT PR E]
ERAY | FEEANZITKE) EORZBRFEIEA D DR, ZNETDEIAAMT U IR TS
25 FE ORI T2 I L CE IR ER A 2B R OB M B K2 5 EL TEA Tl
DOREICERUBIEDT ., [FFE 11 H 24 RIZIE—BEOSE I ZMA Db 2014 4 7 HOEE
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IZBURICBIT AR EAE DR BEF O TERETLY,

REODKISOIREER
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BT D RIREMA AT T-DIX, SOFETHAL 2018 4 6 H DAT KSR ICHBIT Hry —=—
KA RN A KOTHELL TS 1,

ZHUE 2009 FDOHF 10 [BA T KFFHIRRIZIBIT DT 7~ T 4 17— N RHEH (4 IF) DA

IEEEBI TR LT R U S ERE O 5> CD, ZORO RFELRIGHE 2010 FRIZH LI
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ol 1E-T 47/@**?%%%%@%%Eﬁfocﬂ*ﬁkk BT DAARTZNNE DI THNEFR
B ZAT ST 6 L ZHUSA T AUDIHRAE S IUTA AT 2 D FEE 72 [FIHE T2 K [EIXRN
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1 ZOMOEBFIONTE, [BiK 2014)2BBOZL, F-ZIUTHNLDT 7T 4317 — N B
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Regime Survival Strategies and the Conduct of Foreign Policy in Egypt

Introduction

On 25 January 2011, mass protests erupted, fuelled by grievances over President
Hosni Mubarak’s domestic policies and Egypt’s declining role in regional politics.
Eighteen days of nationwide, united anti-regime opposition compelled the military to
abandon Mubarak. His overthrow ushered in revolutionary upheaval as the popular
uprising shattered state institutions when the despised police withdrew from the streets,
with their stations in Sinai burned to the ground, and the buildings of Mubarak’s
National Democratic Party and the headquarters of the State Security Investigation
agency and Interior Ministry were stormed and set ablaze.! In retrospect, the upheaval
was unable to advance towards political or social revolution. There was no organized
opposition force to lead a transition from authoritarian rule. The popular protests also
did not cause splits among the old elites or prevent the military backed rule from re-
reasserting itself.

Thus the uprising had little impact on Egypt’s foreign relations under the 18-
month interim rule of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF), the year-long
administration of the first democratically elected civilian president Muhammad Morsi,
and now under Abdul Fattah al-Sisi who came to power through a military coup in July
2013. This paper aims to explain why Egypt’s 2011 revolution had little impact on its
foreign policy and how domestic actors formulated external strategies expected to ensure
regime legitimacy, regime consolidation, political stability, and face domestic challenges.
The paper argues that post-Mubarak Egypt increasingly pursued foreign policy for
regime security and consolidation and that Egypt’s dependence on regional actors
dramatically increased due to its internal turmoil.

Egypt’s Evolving Foreign Policy

The principal objective of a state’s foreign policy is to protect the sovereignty and
national security of the state and maximize its vital regional and international
interests.2 As such, foreign policy should primarily be concerned with two things, namely,
the sources that could challenge national security, and the ways in which foreign policy
can be used to protect national and international interests. In the case of Egypt, foreign
policy had to follow certain dictates because of historical and geostrategic
considerations.? For instance, Egypt heavily depends on the Nile River which originates
outside its borders and forms the basis of its agricultural sector. The Nile flows from
south to north but the winds blow from north to south enabling sailing in the other

1 Salwa Ismail. 2012. “The Egyptian Revolution Against the Police,” Social Research 79 (2):
435-462.

2 Brian C. Schmidt. 2012. “The Primacy of National Security,” in Steve Smith, Amelia
Hadfield and Tim Dunne (eds.), Foreign Policy, Theories, Actors, Cases, Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

3 Mohamed Hassanein Heikal. July 1978. “Egyptian Foreign Policy,” Foreign Affairs, 56 (4).
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direction so that the Nile unites Egypt, as it were.4 To protect the flow of the Nile,
Egypt’s foreign policy has had to take into account a major geographic challenge that
extends beyond its narrow Nile corridor. Hence, Egypt must crucially keep leverage over
its southern border in order to maintain its supplies of water.5 The other major
geostrategic consideration stems from the Levant and the Sinai Peninsula which was
long the overland route of foreign invasion. Just as all imperial powers had to control the
Levant to maintain their power in Egypt, so Egyptian policymakers regard the Levant
as vital to Egypt’s sovereignty and regional interests. When Muhammad Ali Pasha ruled
over a strong Egypt (from 1805 to 1848), his army reached the modern border of Turkey,
seized control of Northern Sudan, and created a strong sphere of influence over the
Levant and Egypt’s southern border.6 This kind of geostrategic calculation partly
accounted for Egypt’s engagement in the Arab-Israeli conflict even under monarchical
rule.

1. Egypt under Nasser (1953-1970)

Historically, Egypt took a radical turn in its foreign policy when King Farouk I,
who reigned from 1936, was overthrown by a military coup in 1952, an event that
completed a process of independence from Great Britain. That anti-monarchical coup
was one result of the defeat of the Egyptian and Arab armies in the Arab-Israeli War in
1948.7 Since then, anti-imperialism, opposition towards-Israel, pan-Arabism and the
issue of Palestine have stayed at the top of Egypt’s foreign policy agenda.

Under Gamal Abdul Nasser’s rule (1954-1970), Egypt, the Arab world’s biggest
country was also its most influential. In the Philosophy of the Revolution, Nasser based
Egypt’s foreign policy upon three circles, namely the Arab, Islamic and the African.
Under his rule, Egypt was free of foreign domination.8 The East and West competed
against each other to arm Egypt’s military and build its industry. Egypt’s power
expanded into the Levant (culminating with the formation of the United Arab Republic
between Syria and Egypt 1958-1961) and Africa (Egypt’s support for liberation

4 Fekri A. Hassan. June 1997. “The Dynamics of a Riverine Civilization: A Geoarchaeological
Perspective on the Nile Valley, Egypt,” World Archaeology 29 (1): Reverine Archaelogy: 51-74.
5 Bonaya Adhi Godana. 1985. Africa’s Shared Water Resources: Legal and Institutional
Aspects of the Nile, Niger, and Senegal River Systems, London: France Printer; Hamdy A.
Hassan and Ahmad al-Rasheedy. 2007. “The Nile River and Egyptian Foreign Policy
Interests,” African Sociological Review, 11 (1): 25-37.

6 Afaf Lutfi al-Sayyid Marsot. 1984. Egypt in the reign of Muhammad Ali, New York:
Cambridge University Press; Latifa Mohamed Salem. 27 Oct.- 2 Nov. 2005. “Levantine
Experiences,” Ahram Weekly: http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2005/766/sc1.htm; Henry Dodwell.
1967. The Founder of Modern Egypt, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

7Said K. Aburish. 2004. Nasser: The Last Arab, New York: St. Martin’s Press; Eugene L.
Rogan and Avi Shlaim (eds). 2001. The War for Palestine: Rewriting the History of 1948, NY:
Cambridge University Press:170.

8 Gamal Abdel-Nasser. 1954. The Philosophy of the Revolution, Cairo: Information Dept.,
U.AR.
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movements through trade and political treaties) further than anytime since Muhammad
Ali.

But Nasser also actively used foreign policy to bolster his legitimacy, divert
attention from domestic problems and contain his political opponents, mainly the
Islamist movement. The Nasserist linkage of domestic and international politics was
perhaps characteristic of governments which equated their survival with national
security 9 and thereby ‘securitized’ the challenge of internal opposition, mainly the
Muslim Brotherhood, that typically contained the most salient threat to regime
survival.10

Nasser’s policy of pan-Arab Nationalism brought Egypt a dominant role in Arab
politics and gained his regime a high level of popular support across the region. He
rallied Egyptians behind his anti-imperialist policies and defended Egypt’s sovereignty
by playing a leading role in the Non-Aligned Movement after the 1955 Bandung
Conference, and nationalizing the Suez Canal in 1956 that led to military confrontation
with European powers and Israel. With heightened legitimacy and popularity, he led the
Arab world and the developing world and actively supported Arab states in their wars
against Israel and in their struggle for independence.

The contest between Nasser’s Egypt (Arab republics) and Saudi Arabia (Western
backed Arab monarchies) revolved around the survival of various regimes.!! Nasser
actively tried to export socialism and Arab nationalism to the Arab world. In this
connection, in 1962 Nasser sent the Egyptian army into Yemen to help Yemeni army
officers stage a coup against their monarchy and establish an Egyptian-style republic.!2
Nasser’s suspicion of the intentions of Western governments in the Arab world, and his
rivalry with Saudi Arabia, Egypt’s main adversary, led him to craft an aggressive foreign
policy that championed Palestinian rights and advocated the destruction of Israel. Being
the most powerful and influential Arab leader and needing to advance Egypt’s role as
the leader of the Arab world led Nasser to confront Israel militarily. On June 5, 1967,
however, Israel attacked Egypt and destroyed most of its air force. From this ‘Six-Day
War’, or al-Naksa, the catastrophe, as the Arabs called it, Israel seized the Sinai
Peninsula. That defeat marked the beginning of the decline of Nasser’s Arab socialist
regime in Egypt, and of Egypt’s influence in the Arab world and beyond. The 1967 War
exposed the shortcomings of Nasser’s foreign policy. His military intervention in Yemen
cost Egypt heavily and overstretched his army while his reliance on Soviet intelligence

9 Raymond Hinnebusch & Anoushiravan Ehteshami (eds). 2014. The Foreign Policy of Middle
East States, Lynne Rienner.

10 Mohammed Zahid. 2010. The Muslim Brotherhood and Egypt’s Succession Crisis, London:
Tauris Academic Studies: 77.

11 Joseph Mann. 2012. “King Faisal and the Challenge of Nasser's Revolutionary Ideology,”
Middle Eastern Studies, 48 (5): 749-764.

12 Abd al-Aziz al-Muqalih. 1986. Abdel Nasser and Yemen: Chapters from the History of the
Yemeni Revolution (in Arabic), Dar al-Hadatha.
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to deter an Israeli attack proved to be disastrous.!3 Indeed, Nasser’s failure paved the
way for an eventual pro-Western reorientation of Egypt’s foreign policy.

To counter Nasserism in the Arab world, Saudi Arabia advanced a pan-Islamic
foreign policy.14 Among others, Saudi Arabia provided refuge and patronage to many
members of the Nasser-persecuted Muslim Brotherhood and used them to denounce and
delegitimize Nasser’s hegemony and secularism.!5 After the mid 1950s, the oil boom in
Saudi Arabia spurred modernization that was a boon for Egyptian educators among
whom were a sizable number of Muslim Brothers. As Gilles Kepels rightly notes, the
Brotherhood “played an influential role at the University of Medina, completed in 1961,
where the doctrine of the Brothers was taught to students from all over the Muslim
world.”16 The alliance with the Brotherhood enhanced Saudi Arabia’s Islamic legitimacy
and bought greater influence over Arab politics. Later the Saudi-Brotherhood relations
helped Nasser’s successor, Sadat, to defeat the Nasserists in Egypt and effectively
eliminate the Saudi’s strongest Arab opponent.17?

2. Foreign Policy since Sadat

When he succeeded Nasser, Anwar al-Sadat lacked the latter’s popular
legitimacy while his new regime found it increasingly difficult to retain the welfare
commitments of Nasserist socialism. Indeed, to consolidate his own position, Sadat
engineered the “Corrective Revolution” of 1971 by which he purged powerful Nasserist
figures from state institutions, including the ruling Arab Socialist Union and the army.
He enhanced his legitimacy at home by allying with the Arab oil states and waging war
against Israel in October 1973.18 One truly far-reaching result of that war was US
diplomatic intervention that resolved Egypt’s conflict with Israel. When Sadat accepted
peace with Israel, his chief concerns were to recover the Egyptian territories occupied by
Israel and obtain American financing for development.1® The 1979 Camp David peace
treaty, which Egypt signed with Israel, brought direct US aid and IMF loans to arrest
Egypt’s economic deterioration. By the resulting USA-Israel-Egypt alliance, however,

13 Jesse Ferris. 2013. Nasser’s gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War
and the Decline of Egyptian Power, Princeton University Press.

14 Noor Ahmad Baba. 1992. “Nasser's Pan-Arab Radicalism and the Saudi Drive for Islamic
Solidarity; a Response for Security,” India Quarterly, 48 (1/2):1-22.

15 Nadav Safran. 1988. Saudi Arabia: the Ceaseless Quest for Security, Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell
University Press.

16 Gilles Kepel. 2005. Jihad: the Trial of Political Islam, translated by Anthony F. Roberts,
London : I.B. Tauris: 51.

17 Saad Eddin Ibrahim. Spring 1982. “An Islamic Alternative in Egypt: The Muslim
Brotherhood and Sadat,” Arab Studies Quarterly, 4 (1/2): 75-93.

18 Paul Rivlin. 1981. The Liberalization of the Egyptian Economy: An Examination of the
Decision-making Process, Shiloah Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies, Tel Aviv
University.

19 Jbrahim Karawan. May 1994. “Sadat and the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Revisited,”
International Journal of Middle East Studies, 26 (2): 249-266.
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economic aid for Egypt was not only conditional on peace with Israel but also economic
privatization, essentially selling off public assets.20

For the USA, Arab-Israeli peace would, among others, minimize Soviet influence
in the Middle East. As early as in July 1972, in fact, Sadat had expelled almost all of
20,000 Soviet military advisors in Egypt (although a year later Saudi Arabia granted
Egypt $500 million for purchasing Soviet weapons).2! As part of the alliance with the
USA, Sadat terminated ties with the Soviet Union and actively opposed Soviet influence
in the Middle East during the remaining Cold War period. Egypt’s alliance with the USA
strengthened after the fall of the anti-communist and pro-Western Shah of Iran,
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in 1979.

The alliance with the USA was Egypt’s bridge to the international system and its
main route of access to external resources. However, although Sadat placed economic
survival ahead of nationalist ambitions in foreign policy, his formula of linking peace
with prosperity failed to produce the latter. Civilian and military aid from the USA came
with an open-door economic strategy of dismantling Nasser’s state welfare and
developmental policies in favor or privatization and the sale of public assets.22 That
economic strategy did not improve economic conditions for the majority of Egyptians.
Instead, it burdened Egypt with high levels of debt, a widening income/wealth gap
between rich and poor and the virtual elimination of its industrialization.

In terms of foreign policy, rapprochement with Israel and the USA left Egypt
with little room to maneuver regionally and internationally. Egypt had to act as a force
for stability against anti-Western radicalism and rally the Arabs to accept Israel.?23
Consequently, Egypt was isolated and boycotted by many Arab and Muslim states by the
time Mubarak assumed power following Sadat’s assassination in 1981. Therefore,
Mubarak’s first foreign policy challenge was to bring Egypt back to the Arab fold and
restore relations with the major regional players. He balanced residual Nasserist
nationalist policies and Sadat’s close leanings to USA and Israel, recovering nationalist
legitimacy without discarding Sadat’s foreign policy.24 By the end of the Iran-Iraq War,
Egypt had restored full relations with Arab countries and the Arab League headquarters
was returned to Cairo in 1990.

20 Heba Handoussa and Nemat Shafiq. 1993. “The Economics of Peace: the Egyptian Case,”
in Stanley Fischer, Dani Rodrik, and Elias Tuma (eds.), The Economic of Middle East Peace,
Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

21 Galia Golan. 1990. Soviet Policies in the Middle East from World War Two to Gorbacheuv.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; Yaacov Roi. 1975. The USSR and Egypt in the
Wake of Sadat’s “July Decisions.” Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University.

22 John Waterbury. 1983. The Egypt of Nasser and Sadat: The Political Economy of Two
Regimes, Princeton University Press.

23 Banerji, A. K. January 1991. “Egypt under Mubarak: the Quest for Stability at Home and
Normalization Abroad,” Round Table, 317: 7-20.

24 Jason Brownlee. 2007. Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratization, Cambridge
University Press: 124-126.
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During the 1990s, by normalizing its relations with the Arab world and serving
as the main peace broker between the Israelis and the Arabs, Egypt received
dramatically increased aid. Further, Egypt’s reward for participating in the 1990-1991
Gulf War against Iraq was the cancellation of substantial portions of Egypt’s debts to the
IMF and the USA, its debts to Arab creditors and half of its debt to Paris Club
members.2% Egypt’s support for the UN coalition against Iraq provided critical political
cover for the US and might have lessened Arab and Muslim opposition to Western
policies in the Middle East. Like Sadat, Mubarak wanted to make Egypt indispensable
to US interests by promoting Egypt as a moderator and stabilizer of the Arab world.
With the collapse of the Soviet Union and the rise of Islamophobia in the West after 9/11,
Mubarak repositioned his regime as the defender of secularism in Egypt and the Arab
world and a bulwark against “Islamist terrorism”, the new enemy of the USA. Mubarak
launched his own, domestic “war on terror” by suppressing the Muslim Brotherhood and
other forms of opposition in the name of national security upheld by emergency and
military courts.26 Meanwhile, the USA eased its pressure for democratization in Egypt
after its failure in Iraq, the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt's 2005
parliamentary elections, and the victory of Hamas in the first democratic elections in the
Palestinian territories in 2006. It became clear that the US would not risk further
regional destabilization by abandoning Mubarak to an Islamist takeover.

In the last years of Mubarak’s 30-year rule, when crisis began to surround the
matter of the succession to Mubarak, Egyptian foreign policy became increasingly
dependent on the West and the Arab Gulf states. Widening rapprochement between
Israel and Arab States compelled Egypt to find a new role in regional affairs. Egypt
became more deeply integrated into the US strategy in the Middle East and more closely
aligned with the Arab Gulf States. Egypt only played a supporting diplomatic role in
negotiations between Hamas and Fateh, and between Hamas and Israel. Its “war on
terror” allowed Egypt to be part of the pro-Western camp, which included Saudi Arabia
and Jordan, that was opposed to an anti-West camp that included Iran, Syria, Hezbollah
and Hamas. In practice, for example, Egypt supported Israel’s wars against Hamas in
Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Egyptian-Israeli relations peaked in December 2004
when the two countries signed a $2.5 billion preliminary agreement on the sale of
Egyptian natural gas to Israel and the establishment of qualified industrial zones (QIZs)
with Israel and the USA.27

The domestic political climate changed drastically, however, under the impact of
regional events. The second Palestinian uprising in 2000 and the US invasion of Iraq in
2003 brought the return of street politics when thousands of Egyptians occupied Tahrir

25 Galal Amin. 2011. Egypt in the Era of Hosni Mubarak 1981-2011, The American
University in Cairo Press: 58.

26 Jason Brownlee. October 2004. Democratization in the Arab World? The Decline of
Pluralism in Mubarak’s Egypt, Journal of Democracy, 13 (4): 6-14.

27 Vikash Yadav. March 2007. “The Political Economy of the Egyptian-Israeli QIZ Trade
Agreement,” Middle East Review of International Affairs, 11 (1): 74-96.
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Square, Cairo, for the first time in decades in 2003.28 These two crises, the failure of
Egypt and other Arab governments to prevent the American invasion of Iraq, and the
growing economic difficulties prompted renewed challenge to the Mubarak regime which
started a long process of activism and street protests that led to Egypt’s “Revolution” on
25 January 2011.

Egypt’s deepening relations with Israel went hand in hand with the rise of a new
ruling class centered on the Mubarak family and especially Mubarak’s son, Gamal. To
the USA and Israel, as a matter of fact, Mubarak presented Gamal as the safest choice
to preserve Egypt’s deeply unpopular peace with Israel. Earnestly promoted as the face
of new Egypt, Gamal made frequent and highly publicized state visits to Washington
during which he participated in negotiations and strategic meetings. The USA tacitly
approved Mubarak’s succession ploy in May 2006 when Vice President Dick Cheney and
National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley met Gamal at the White House during the
latter’s unofficial visit.2® With US support and its strong leverage on the Egyptian
military, Gamal himself sought support from the Egyptian military, the only institution
that could guarantee a smooth and peaceful transition of power from father to son. In
short, legitimizing the regime abroad became more important than legitimizing it at
home.

Egypt after Mubarak

Two important aspects of the 2011 uprising and the political system maintained
Egypt’s foreign policy after Mubarak’s ouster. First, the uprising was not about foreign
policy but the Mubarak regime’s failed domestic policy. Second, Mubarak’s overthrow
turned out to be little more than a change in the leadership of the regime as the
Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) replaced Mubarak by taking over the
presidency.

Even so, the uprising held potential implications for foreign policy. The intense
anti-Mubarak demonstrations often featured chants and songs that mockingly called on
Mubarak to seek refuge in Tel Aviv,30 evidence of popular anger that the regime did not
serve Egypt’s national interests but those of USA and Israel. After Mubarak was
overthrown, various opposition groups launched violent protests outside the Israeli,
American, and Saudi embassies in Cairo.3! They demanded a more assertive foreign

28 Schemm Paul. March 2003. “Egypt Struggles to Control Anti-War Protests,” Middle East
Report Online (MERIP) 31.

29 Jason Brownlee. “The Heir Apparency of Gamal Mubarak,” Arab Studies Journal (Fall
2007-Spring 2008): 36-56.

30 Alhayat, ‘Slogans of the Egyptian Revolution,” September 26, 2014:http:/alhayat.com/Articles/
4769345/ jladi-s ) filld padllgial pa .o laliles o

31 ‘Egyptians attack Israel embassy, ambassador evacuated,” Reuters, September 10, 2011;
‘The storming of Cairo’s Israeli embassy: an eyewitness account,” Ahramonline, September 10,
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policy that would include the defense of Palestinians and Egyptian expatriates in the
Gulf.32 On their part, Israel and Saudi Arabia tried to rally international support for
Mubarak. For the first time Israel allowed Egyptian battalions to be deployed in the
demilitarized Sinai33 while King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz al-Saud denounced Egyptian
protests as the work of “infiltrators” out to destabilize Egypt.34 The latter was not only
concerned that the overthrow of Mubarak would motivate other Arabs to rise against
their regimes. By supporting Mubarak, Saudi Arabia wanted to maintain its close
alliance with Egypt and the USA to contain the rising Iranian influence in the region
since the US invasion of Iraq in 2003 unseated Saddam Hussein. The USA did not
advocate Mubarak’s resignation; it only called for an “orderly transition” under the
supervision of General Omar Suleiman, Mubarak’s longtime intelligence chief and
enforcer (whom Mubarak appointed vice president during the uprising) and Field
Marshal Muhammad Husein Tantawi.35 In other words, the USA urged military-led
“change”.

But continuity rather than change characterized Egypt’s post-Mubarak foreign
policy and international alliances. First, SCAF members who replaced Mubarak had for
decades been the regime’s guardians against internal and external threats, and
caretakers of USA-Egypt relations and peace with Israel. Their interests remained
intact when SCAF ruled Egypt during the transitional period and after their July 2013
coup against President Muhammad Morsi. Second, the forces that dominated the
parliament and the presidency, that is, the non-revolutionary Muslim Brotherhood and
Salafists, maintained an alliance with the military.36 Third, the popular mobilization
against the regime in 2011 had stopped short of dismantling state institutions and
curbing the power of the military. In effect, the structure and distribution of power did
not undergo significant change that might have altered the country’s foreign policy.

3. Egyptian Foreign Policy under Muhammad Morsi (June 2012 - July 2013)

2011: http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContentP/1/20856/Egypt/The-storming-of-Cairos-
Israeli-embassy-an-eyewitne.aspx

32 Khaled Elgindy, “Egypt, Israel, Palestine,” The Cairo Review of Global Affairs, American
University in Cairo:http://www.aucegypt.edu/GAPP/CairoReview/Pages/articleDetails.aspx?aid
=221#; Heba Saleh. ‘Saudi Arabia closes Cairo embassy,” Financial Times, April 29, 2012.

33 “Israel allows Egypt troops in Sinai for first time since 1979 peace treaty,” Haaretz, January
31, 2011: http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-allows-egypt-troops-in-sinai-
for-first-time-since-1979-peace-treaty-1.340405

34 Caryle Murphy. February 14, 2011, ‘Fall of Mubarak deprives Saudi Arabia of closest local
ally,” The National: http://www.thenational.ae/news/world/middle-east/fall-of-mubarak-deprives-
saudi-arabia-of-closest-local-ally

35 ‘Clinton Calls for ‘Orderly Transition’ in Egypt, New York Times, January 30, 2011:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/31/world/middleeast/31diplo.html?_r=0

36 Ibrahim El-Houdaiby. June 2014. “Changing Alliances and Continuous Oppression: The
Rule of Egypt's Security Sector,” Arab Reform Initiative: 1-29, available at: http://www.arab-
reform.net/sites/default/files/Houdaiby_-_Egypt_Security_Sector_-_June_2014.pdf
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The ascent of President Muhammad Morsi (in office from June 2012 to July
2013) tentatively marked a tripartite re-balancing of power — among the military (with
its dominance over state institutions), the Muslim Brotherhood (with its well organized
civil society institutions), and the broadly secular and liberal activists (with their ability
to mobilize massive demonstrations). In spite of his Muslim Brotherhood affiliation,
Morsi had not set out to impose an ideological reorientation on Egypt’s foreign policy. He
did express a need for new relations with the international community based on mutual
respect and interest. For Egypt he sought a less explicitly pro-American role in the
region but he assured traditional allies that Egypt would abide by its international
treaties, the most important of which was to preserve the 1979 peace deal with Israel.37

There are four main reasons for Morsi’s unchanged foreign policy. First, Egypt’s
foreign policy was motivated by its economic challenges and a dire need to attract
foreign investments. In his inauguration speech, Morsi affirmed that Egypt had no
intention to “export the revolution.”38 He assured the rulers of Saudi Arabia and other
Gulf countries that Egypt’s foreign policy recognized these states to be a crucial source of
aid and investment and home to millions of Egyptian workers. Moreover, he gave
assurances that his “Islamist” government would be moderate. By maintaining an active
but unchanged foreign policy, Morsi wanted to compensate for the lack of a coherent
vision for successful economic and social policies at home. Finally, the unrelenting and
fierce opposition to Morsi’s government and the idea of rule by the Muslim Brotherhood
forced Morsi to resort to Mubarak-like use of foreign policy to serve narrow domestic
political interests and reliance on the military and the police to counterbalance the
revolutionary forces. In short, Morsi followed the practice of previous regimes of gaining
foreign recognition to bolster domestic support.

In fact, domestic political concerns delayed Morsi’s formulation of clear foreign
policy. Besides, his ability to have a more assertive foreign policy was restricted by the
lack of financial resources and his inability to control the military and other state
institutions. In the wake of 2011 uprising, Egypt’s foreign exchange reserves had been
halved. With Egypt urgently requiring massive foreign financial aid, Morsi needed the
USA and the IMF’s financial support to achieve the economic recovery he had promised
his electorate. Here, perhaps the most important institutional factor in keeping foreign
policy unchanged was the SCAF’s continuing control of state institutions, its ability to
dictate the rules of domestic politics at home, and its concern to preserve its relationship
with the USA and Israel in order to protect its interests and safeguard the flow of
financial aid from the USA.

37 ‘Mohammed Morsi vows to respect Egypt-Israel peace treaty,” The Telegraph, August 28,
2012: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/9504601/Mohammed-
Morsi-vows-to-respect-Egypt-Israel-peace-treaty.html

38 ‘UAE welcomes Egypt Morsi’s pledge not to 'export' revolt, Daily Star, July 3, 2012:
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2012/Jul-03/179236-uae-welcomes-egypt-morsis-
pledge-not-to-export-revolt.ashx
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Yet, some of Morsi’s diplomatic gestures did not reassure his doubters. He
became the first Egyptian president, since Sadat broke diplomatic relations with Iran in
the 1980s, to visit Tehran when he attended the Non-Aligned Movement meetings in
August 2012. There, Morsi called for the creation of a regional group consisting of
Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Egypt to mediate an end to the Syrian conflict.3 In
February 2013, President Ahmadinejad of Iran visited Egypt. A month later, the two
countries had their first commercial flight in three decades. While Morsi attempted to
mend Egypt’s relations with Iran, the latter saw the Muslim Brotherhood as a potential
Sunni ally against the Saudis. Iran’s supreme religious leader, Ali Khamenei, had
previously declared the uprising against Mubarak as an “Islamic Awakening” across the
region. He called Mubarak’s overthrow a defeat for Western-backed governments and a
victory for Islamists who were inspired by Iran’s Islamic revolution. But Egypt’s
resumption of full diplomatic relations with Iran was hampered by Saudi aversion
towards Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood, and additionally blocked by Egypt’s security
apparatus and the Salafists.40 It was made clear to Egypt that closer ties with Iran
would jeopardies economic aid from the Gulf countries. The USA was itself alarmed in
another way. The USA was already unhappy with expanding Egypt-China trade
relations, marked by Morsi’s early diplomatic visit to China and his attempt to join the
BRICS groupings.4! Now the USA feared that the rapprochement with Iran presaged a
long-term shift in Egypt’s foreign policy at a time of heightened tension between the
USA and Iran over Iran’s nuclear program.

If Morsi’s attempt to maintain good relations with Saudi Arabia were met with
Saudi distrust of the Muslim Brotherhood, his efforts to improve ties with Qatar — a
rival of the Saudis — were more successful because of Qatar’s preference for the Muslim
Brotherhood. Qatar poured $8 billion of financial support into Egypt during Morsi’s
government, gave Egypt a favorable gas deal to alleviate power shortages and prepared
plans to invest $18 billion in Egypt over five years.42 Moreover, the Qatari television
channel Al Jazeera crucially supported Morsi and the Muslim Brotherhood. By using the
Egyptian Islamists, Qatar aimed to promote its interests, bolster the emirate’s domestic
and regional legitimacy and protect itself from Saudi Arabia. A long-standing rivalry
with Saudi Arabia and its proximity to Iran compelled Qatar to embark on an
independent foreign policy in order to manage its ties with various regional actors.43
While enjoying unparalleled US military protection and internal stability, Qatar wanted
to influence the “new” post-Arab Spring Middle East and obtain security and

39 ‘Egyptian Leader Adds Rivals of West to Syria Plan,” New York Times, August 26, 2012.

40 ‘Egypt halts tourism with Iran, cites security concern,’ Ahramonline, October 1, 2013;
Al-Shorouk April 1, 2013: http://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=01042013&id=
05616c49-1e4e-4e8a-a65b-e6231938d7d1

41 ‘Egypt's outreach to China and Iran is troubling for U.S. policy,” New York Times, August
24, 2012; “Egypt could join BRICS countries to form E-BRICS: President Morsi, Ahramonline,
March 18, 2013, available at: http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/3/12/67158/Business/
Economy/Egypt-could-join-BRICS-countries-to-form-EBRICS-Pr.aspx

42 Kristian Coates Ulrichsen. September 2014.“Qatar and the Arab Spring: Policy Drivers
and Regional Implications,”Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

43 Mehran Kamrava. 2013. Qatar: Small State, Big Politics, Ithaca: Cornell University Press: 88.
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independence from the Saudis44 for whom the Brotherhood’s Islamist model combined
the passion of religion with the power of the ballot box; there was also the threat to
posed by the potential Brotherhood appeal to the Saudi population and in the region.45
In addition, Qatar’s aid to the Muslim Brotherhood was believed to have resonated
favorably across much of the Middle East and perhaps permitted Qatar a role in
emerging popular revolts.46 It was apparently a principal objective of Qatari foreign
policy to be able to assume leading positions in mediating various regional problems and
conflicts. 47 Qatar has aimed to represent itself as an independent and progressive
regional and international actor that is valuable to the region and the world.

Morsi also strengthened ties with Turkey’s pan-Islamist Justice and
Development Party (AKP) government which saw the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt as a
potential strategic partner to advance Turkey’s influence in the Middle East. More than
the rise of nationalism in any country or pan-Arab nationalism, the dominance of Islamic
nationalism after the collapse of Arab authoritarian regimes would give Turkey much
influence in a region united “under Islam”. Hence, Turkey supported the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt, Tunisia, Palestine and other Islamist groups in Syria. Turkey’s
President Abdullah Gul was the first statesman to visit Egypt after Morsi was elected
president. The embrace of the Brotherhood by Qatar and Turkey implied their further
cooperation on many regional issues and aid for Morsi’s government to build a regional
camp independent of Saudi Arabia. With a privileged relationship with Turkey, Morsi
would construct an alliance with democratic Islamists that could form a potential new
regional order to counter the Saudi threat and its influence over the Egyptian Salafists
such as al-Nour Party which drew support from wealthy Salafis in the Gulf and were the
Brotherhood’s main political and ideological rival. Morsi and Erdogan could also use
their common positions on the Syrian conflict and support for Hamas to strengthen their
positions within their respective political movements and against their opponents.

Morsi’s regional foreign policy initiatives were not enough to give him the upper
hand over his domestic opponents in the streets and state institutions until he achieved
a diplomatic success in brokering a ceasefire between Hamas and Israel in November
2012 that was highly praised by the Obama administrations and Tel Aviv. With that
success in bringing stability to a volatile region, Morsi proved himself to be a pragmatist
not an ideologue in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Indeed Israel’s Deputy Prime

44 “Behind Qatar’s bet on the Muslim Brotherhood,” The Christian Science Monitor, April 18,
2014; Rene Rieger. 2014. “In Search of Stability: Saudi Arabia and the Arab Spring,” GRM
Papers, Gulf Research Center: 1-21.

45 “Saudi Arabia Pleased with Morsi’s Fall,” Almonitor, July 4, 2013.

46 Lina Khatib. 2013. “Qatar’s Foreign Policy: the Limits of Pragmatism,” International
Affairs 89 (2): 417-431.

47 Such as between the Palestinian political factions, peace efforts in Sudan’s Darfur,
attempts to facilitate talks between Afghanistan’s Taliban and the Afghani government, and
the release of hostages by Islamist fighters in Syria in March 2014.
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Minister Dan Meridor stated that the ceasefire had created a new bond between Israel
and Egypt’s new government.48

It was after emerging as a major regional player who had won the trust of the
USA and Israel that Morsi countered domestic threats to his position. In November 2013,
he granted himself sweeping powers by passing unilateral constitutional declarations
that gave all presidential decisions immunity from legal challenges and judicial review.
He also sacked the chief prosecutor, Abdel Maguid Mahmoud, a Mubarak holdover, and
announced that there would be retrials of failed prosecutions of those suspected of
ordering or committing violence against the protestors of 2011.4% Morsi’s move backfired.
It alienated non-Islamist forces which continued their challenge through renewed street
mobilization that would eventually be the military’s pretext for staging its coup. After
the coup, Egypt’s Prosecutor-General accused Morsi and his top aides of espionage and
sharing state secrets with Iran and of spying on Egypt for Hamas and Hezbollah.50

4. Sisi’s Foreign Policy

Sisi’s coup d’état came after massive anti-government demonstrations were held
on June 30, the anniversary of Morsi’s presidential inauguration, and calls for early
presidential elections. Sisi suspended the Constitution, installed an interim government
and appointed Adly Mansour, the head of Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional Court, as the
interim President (for the duration of 3 July 2013 to 8 June 2014). On June 8, 2014, Sisi
became president following a landslide election victory.

Apart from everything else, the 2013 coup restored “Mubarakism” in Egypt’s
foreign policy, especially with a dramatic improvement in relations with Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and a drastic deterioration in ties with Qatar. This
diplomatic development was accompanied by Egypt’s deepening economic dependence on
Saudi Arabia and UAE. Whereas previous Egyptian regimes were able to maintain a
stance of equality vis-a-vis Saudi Arabia, Sisi’s regime now worked in the regional orbit
of the Saudis who had become more assertive as regional states became somewhat wary
of US capacity and unpredictability in the wake of the latter’s response to the events of
the Arab Spring.5!

Sisi’s dependence on Saudi Arabia and UAE has prevented any reconciliation
with the Muslim Brotherhood. The military has resumed its “war on terror”, seeking to
combat Islamism at home — by eradicating the Muslim Brotherhood by force — and

48 ‘Meridor: Cease-fire may create new bond with Egypt,” The Jerusalem Post, November 25,
2012.

49 Al-Shorouk December 9, 2012; ‘Egypt judges denounce Morsi maneuver, threaten strike,’
New York Times, November 25, 2012.

50 ‘Egypt’s Mohamed Morsi accused of espionage, plotting Islamist takeover,” The Washington
Post, December 18, 2013.

51 F. Gregory Gause III. December 2011. “Saudi Arabia in the New Middle East,” Council
Special Report No. 63, Council on Foreign Relations, Center for Preventive Action.
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abroad. Sisi’s reliance on Saudi also prevents Egypt from having an independent foreign
policy that could contradict the Saudi’s regional agenda. For instance, Sisi’s regime
adopts anti-Hamas policies that purportedly link Hamas to Egypt’s insecurity and
instability. Furthermore, Egypt sought more help from the USA and Israel by
demonstrating its subaltern usefulness in destroying the Sinai-Gaza tunnels and
enforcing Gaza’s wider isolation. During the last war between Hamas and Israeli in
August 2014, the Egyptian government prolonged the conflict in Gaza by using the talks
as part of its war against the Muslim Brotherhood.52 Sisi’s government views Hamas to
be identical to the enemy they are fighting at home. Previous regimes had linked Egypt’s
national security interests to mediating between Hamas and Israel. Sisi’s policy towards
Gaza has entangled his domestic and international agenda in regional alignments with
Saudi Arabia and UAE who view Hamas as an offshoot of the Brotherhood that
threatens not only Israel, but them. Steven Cook noted that “given the intense anti-
Muslim Brotherhood and anti-Hamas propaganda to which Egyptians have been
subjected and upon which Sisi’s legitimacy in part rests, the violence in Gaza serves both
his political interests and his overall goals.”53

Sisi hopes to use his strong alignment with the Arab Gulf states to pressure the
USA and other Western powers to embrace his regime fully. On their part, the Arab Gulf
states have invested heavily in Sisi’s regime and given Egypt large amounts of loans and
subsidies and advocated the acceptance of Sisi’s government around the world. However,
Egypt did not indulge in Saudi’s promotion of anti-Shia agenda in the region. Sisi’s main
concern is stability more than confrontation with Iran. And Egypt has to prove to the
USA that it can help to stabilize regional order rather than be involved in regional wars
or become a proxy for regional players.

Presently, Egypt offers security cooperation in the Middle East, being aware that
its dependence on the Arab Gulf states cannot go on forever. The Gulf States have
funded mega projects in Egypt but these would not necessarily set the economy right.54
Aid from the Gulf is expected to sustain Egypt’s economy for months only. Together with
other Gulf States Saudi Arabia sent a clear message that their aid to Egypt cannot go on
forever.55 Egypt requires aid and loans from the international financial institutions such
as World Bank and IMF and realizes that it can receive such only with US support.?6

But the regime’s overall approach to the economy is mired in deep problems.
Egypt has a statist economy with little encouragement of the private sector that could

52 Michele Dunne, Nathan J. Brown. August 18, 2014. “How Egypt Prolonged the Gaza War,”
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

53 Steven Cook. July 21, 2014. “The Last Great Myth about Egypt,” Foreign Policy, available
at: http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/07/21/the-last-great-myth-about-egypt/

54 Angela Boskovitch. September 9, 2014. “Photo Essay: Worshiping the Egyptian
State,”Sada, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

55 ‘Al-Faisal warns: Saudi Arabia will not support Egypt forever,” Middle East Monitor,
September 4, 2013.

56 Hamed El-Said. 2006. “The Economic and Political Determinants of IMF and World Bank
Lending in the Middle East and North Africa,” World Development, 34 (2): 247-270.
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create jobs for its large number of unemployed youth.57 Sisi has long military experience
but not an economic strategy to generate large-scale employment. Without an overhaul
of economic conditions, how would Sisi be able to control Egypt to the point of excluding
normal political life?

Domestic Strategy

As a matter of fact, Sisi’s foreign policy of regime consolidation goes together with
the outright repression of domestic opposition, mainly the Muslim Brotherhood, while
the armed forces are repositioned as guardians preventing internal and external actors
from ‘working to undermine the Egyptian state.’” For its survival, the regime has to
demonstrate that its main goal is to protect Egyptian borders and sovereignty. The
securitization of domestic political discourse has been a tool for regime consolidation,
largely helped by Egypt’s state and private media that enhanced the military’s message
that Islamists are terrorists.58 Before its crackdown on Morsi’s supporters in August
2013, Sisi called on Egyptians to take to the streets and public squares across the
country to authorize the army to “confront violence and terrorism.” By mid-September
2013 the Sisi regime had banned the Muslim Brotherhood, taken over its schools, clinics
and social welfare institutions. In December the Muslim Brotherhood was declared a
terrorist group.>®

Since September 2013, the Jihadist group, Ansar Beit Al-Maqdis, who had
hitherto operated against the military in Sinai or crossed the border into Israel, started
to attack mostly police and military targets in Egypt.60 Yet the regime chose to blame
those attacks on the Muslim Brotherhood. ¢! Moreover, Sisi has portrayed the war
against the militant Jihadists as a fight against an internal and external conspiracy to
divide and draw Egypt into civil war.62 The regime has used such reasoning to silence
critics and force them to barter political freedom for stability and security. It has sought

57 “Arab Republic of Egypt - More jobs, better jobs : a priority for Egypt,” The World Bank,
June 24, available at: http:/www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/
WDSP/IB/2014/10/24/000350881_20141024080250/Rendered/PDF/884470EGOrepla00Box385
343BOOPUBLICO.pdf ; Amr Adly. June 2014. “The Economics of Egypt’s Rising Authrotiairan
Order,” Carnegie Middle East Center, available at: http://carnegieendowment.org/files/
econ_egypt_authoritarian_order.pdf

58 ‘Egypt’s Media Cheers on Army Crackdown,” New York Times, August 19, 2013.

59 Al-Ahram, April 11, 2014, available at: http://www.ahram.org.eg/News/11150/25/276900/
S sY/An sSall-lpanai- L 5o s3Y)-Aakaie-dls 5l aspx

60 ‘After joining IS, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis expands in Egypt,” Almonitor, December 1, 2014,
available at: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/12/egypt-ansar-maqdis-sinai-
spread.html

61 ‘Egypt blames Muslim Brotherhood for attack on army bus in Cairo,” The National, March
14, 2014, available at: http:/www.thenational.ae/world/middle-east/egypt-blames-muslim-
brotherhood-for-attack-on-army-bus-in-cairo

62 ‘A transcript of AP interview with Egypt's el-Sissi,” September 20, 2014, Associated Press,
available at http://bigstory.ap.org/article/981e0b0ddd1040fdb6625e4040282253/transcript-ap-
interview-egypts-el-sissi
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to quash fears and conceal the defections of a number of military officers to radical
groups. Some Egyptian media have reported that the October 24, 2014 attacks against
military checkpoints in Sinai, which killed 31 Egyptian soldiers, were planned and
executed by two former army officers, Emad Abdel al-Halim and Hesham Ashmawy.63 In
fact, most Egyptians do not know or understand the war against the Jihadists in Sinai,
but the military insists that the militants are an extension of former Brotherhood
members. For that matter, the military is not preoccupied with winning the war but
using conflicts to create perceptions of instability, lower mass socioeconomic expectations,
maintain external support, curb internal opposition, and justify the securitization of
society. This strategy was already evident in Sisi’s own electoral campaign. He did not
promise anything better, only talked about how bad things were in Egypt. He said that
the state had little to offer to Egyptians but asked them instead to work harder and
contribute to the country as its situation was dire on many fronts.

Constantly using his slogan, “Egypt will not fall”, Sisi warned Egyptians of the
fate of neighboring countries that fell to civil wars.64 The broader regional context that
was scarred by sectarian and civil conflicts in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Libya lent a
semblance of legitimacy to such discourse. As such, the regime is emboldened to rule
with coercion with little intention to be accommodating towards the opposition.
Moreover, the Brotherhood’s continued refusal to acknowledge the legitimacy of the Sisi
and its ability to mobilize supporters onto the streets justify the latter’s constant
repression of the Brotherhood and opposition at large. While targeting the Muslim
Brotherhood, the regime has repressed secular opposition as well with the systematic
suppression of protests, arrests of the icons of the 2011 revolution, massive rights abuses,
and mass killing. The government instituted a new Protest Law which severely curbs
protest.8 Had such a law been in force under Morsi, the mass protests against his
government up to the 2013 coup would have been illegal.

The reinforcement of a state of fear with nationalist discourse has allowed the
regime to take the bold decisions of cutting energy and food subsidies which previous
presidents did not dare to adopt. Getting Egyptians to endure their present suffering
with patience has been facilitated by what Emad Shahin calls “neoliberal militarism”
which assigns stronger military intervention in economic decision-making and
management.66 Here, what distinguishes Sisi’s regime from Mubarak’s is the increasing
allocation of economic projects to the military and presence of military generals in

63 Khalil al-Anani. December 4, 2014. “ISIS Enters Egypt,” Foreign Affairs, available at:
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/142423/khalil-al-anani/isis-enters-egypt

64 Almesryoon, October 25, 2014, Sisi: thea armed forces are targeted and Egypt will not fall
(in Arabic), available at: http://almesryoon.com/ yé-J) sai-(a sll/582231 - supasdlol sall-dalisall dargiona
s g ldad

65 ‘Egypt: New protest law gives security forces free rein,” Amnesty International, November
25, 2013, available at http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/egypt-new-protest-law-gives-security-
forces-free-rein-2013-11-25

66 Emad El-Din Shahin. 4 September 2014. “Lessons Not Learned: Trading Democracy
for ‘Neoliberal Militarism’ in Egypt,” http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/reports/2014/09/
2014946275380514.htm
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ministries with oversight authority over other ministries. Consequently, non-military
state institutions lapse into steady decay vis-a-vis the military. The Egyptian
constitution enshrines the supremacy of the military by placing it beyond the control of
the executive branch or the “civilian presidency.” One cannot but recall Egypt under
Nasser of military rule. The critical difference is, the present state is inherently based on
neoliberal capitalism and “repressive-exclusionary modes of governance”8” without the
Nasserist aim to restructure the economic system for social mobility or re-distribution.

Another important internal element of regime consolidation is Sisi’s exaggerated
nationalist rhetoric regarding Egypt’s recent history and role in the Arab world. To some
extent, Sisi has evinced anti-Western tones with explicit anti-Islamist overtones,
resorting to Nasser’s key messages of nationalism, skepticism of western intentions,
Arab dignity, and strong leadership as being essential to saving Egypt from the chaos of
the 2011 revolution. Sometimes the Egyptian regime and media would even accuse the
USA of supporting the Muslim Brotherhood to erode Egypt’s stability.68 Undermining
the Muslim Brotherhood in this manner the regime has tried to garner support for
reinstituting personalized military rule.

External Strategy

Like Morsi, Sisi adopted an active foreign policy driven by domestic opposition to
his rule. Sisi has realigned Egypt with the stable Arab monarchies that face similar
challenges from the Arab Spring and political Islam represented by an ascendant
Muslim Brotherhood. In particular, Sisi’s regime needed a strong alliance with Saudi
Arabia, UAE and Kuwait to counteract the Muslim Brotherhood’s regional supporters.
The Egypt-Saudi alighment exerts pressure and threatens isolation on Turkey, Qatar
and Hamas (a non-state actor seen by Riyadh, Cairo and Abu Dhabi to be an extension
to the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood)

Saudi Arabia’s significant support for Sisi has two objectives, namely, to
establish Egypt as a bulwark against political Islam and the Brotherhood in particular,
and to curtail Iranian influence which is considerable in Syria and Iraq, and Lebanon,
countries that constitute Saudi Arabia’s “backyard” and in Yemen where Saudi Arabia
believes that the recent Houthi expansion is backed by Iran. In this regard, Iranian
support for Assad is the flip side of Saudi Arabian support for Sisi: each has the aim of
creating a strong barrier to the inflow of external influence, including that of Turkey and
Qatar. Since Egypt, the most populous country with the largest army in the Arab world,
can serve as a strong Sunni deterrent against Iranian influence, the Saudis have

67 Steven Heydemann. December 4, 2014. “Arab Autocrats are not Going Back to the Future,”
The Washington Post, available at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/
2014/12/04/arab-autocrats-are-not-going-back-to-the-future/

68 Middle East Monitor, August 25, 2014: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/africa/
13710-sisi-says-qatar-turkey-us-and-the-muslim-brotherhood-are-funding-media-projects-to-
undermine-egypts-stability
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provided billions of dollars in financial aid to Sisi and financed arm deals between Cairo
and Moscow. The Saudis believe that the Egyptian army can be deployed to protect
Saudi borders from incursions by extremist groups and the potential for both countries
to coordinate a joint military intervention in the Yemeni conflict. On many occasions,
Sisi stressed that Gulf security was an integral part of Egypt’s own security and
indicated his readiness to commit Egyptian troops to defend the Gulf and Arab
security.69

Given Qatar’s increasing rivalry with Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait, Sisi
saw an opportunity to weaken and isolate Qatar. In protest at Qatar’s policies, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain withdrew their ambassadors from Doha in March 2014.
Owing to Saudi pressure, some Egyptian Brotherhood leaders had to leave Doha in
September 2014 while the Qatari al-Jazeera news networks shut down its Egypt Direct
(Al-Jazeera Mubasher) TV channel in December 2014 after Qatar reached a
reconciliation agreement with Saudi Arabia and UAE. Later, and in the presence of a
Saudi official, Sisi met with a representative from the Qatari government for the first
time since he became president.

Turkey emerged as the fiercest international critic of the overthrow of Morsi
which damaged its relations with Saudi Arabia.” The relations between Turkey and
Egypt deteriorated following the killing of hundreds of Morsi’s supporters in Cairo’s
Rabaa al-Adawiya and Nahda squares in August 2013. Turkey recalled its ambassador
from Cairo and the Turkish Prime Minister called for the United Nations Security
Council to convene for an urgent response to what he described as a massacre. Turkey
refused to recognize the government set up after the 2013 coup, insisting that Morsi
remained the legitimate president. In November 2013, Egypt expelled the Turkish
ambassador and downgraded ties with Turkey to the level of charge d'affaires.

Erdogan’s support for the Muslim Brotherhood in the Arab world has two
important motives. First, Erdogan’s Islamist supporters continue to admire Morsi and
the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt.” Second, Erdogan’s recent policies of depoliticizing
the Turkish military to protect his rule from military coup, necessitates a strong stance
against any military coup against an elected government.” Turkey’s anti-coup foreign
policy indicates that mending relations with Egypt will not be possible in the near future.

69 Al-Arabiya, 20 May 2014: http://www.alarabiya.net/ar/arab-and-world/egypt/2014/05/20/
el Alan el el ol 5 ddle ASI html]

70 Madawi al-Rashid. August 20, 2013. “Saudi Arabia and Turkey Falter Over Egypt,”
Almonitor, available at: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/08/saudi-arabia-
turkey-strained-relations.html

71 ‘Turkish PM calls for U.N. Security Council to convene on Egypt,” Reuters, August 15,
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idUSBRE97E0C520130815

72 Senem Aydin-Diizgit. July 24, 2014. “The Seesaw Friendship Between Turkey’s AKP and
Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood,” available at: http://carnegieendowment.org/2014/07/24/seesaw-
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This has made Turkey home to Egyptian and mainly Brotherhood opposition which is
assured of continued support from Turkey.

Sisi has sought to neutralize Turkey’s threat with anti-Turkey alliances in the
Middle East and beyond. He hosted a meeting in Cairo that was attended by the Cyprus
leader, Nicos Anastasiades, and Greek Prime Minister Antonio Samaras. A new energy
cooperation deal was announced between Egypt, Greece and Greek Cyprus. The deal
challenges Turkey’s claim on gas deposits in areas of east Mediterranean that are
claimed by Cyprus. And in a joint “Cairo Declaration”, the three countries called on
Turkey to respect the “sovereignty of Cyprus over its exclusive economic zone.” 74
Although Turkey joined the anti-Assad forces in Syria, Turkey’s support has been seen
by Saudi Arabia and UAE as support for the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria. Through
“losing” Egypt, Turkey has become rather isolated, suffering more difficult relations with
Baghdad, Damascus, Riyadh, Abu Dhabi and, of course Jerusalem, not to mention being
at odds with Tehran over Syria and Iragq.

Egypt made sure to draw closer to Israel whose own relations with Turkey have
become more strained after Erdogan claimed that Israel was behind the military
takeover in Egypt.75 Israeli recognition of the authority set up after Morsi’s ouster was a
way to preempt the US from officially announcing that the military takeover was a coup,
which would have terminated or disrupted US military aid to Egypt. Israel was a
staunch defender of Sisi’s regime and opposed any reduction of aid from the US to Egypt.
Likewise, Israel’s praise for the Egyptian security operations against Jihadists secured
further acceptance of Sisi by the USA. In fact, Israel benefited from the activities of the
Egyptian armed forces in the Sinai, which provided a buffer zone for Israeli border
security. Hence, Israel allowed the Egyptian military to operate in zone (C) of Sinai, for
the first time since 1967, although the peace treaty prohibits in principle any Egyptian
military presence in the area. Sisi has said that, “Israel knows that the lack of presence
of the Egyptian military in Sinai poses a danger to it even more than it does to Egypt.”76

Normalizing relations with the USA has been supremely important to Sisi’s
regime. While it reluctantly accepted the overthrow of Mubarak, the USA kept silent on
the coup against Morsi, pretending that there was no coup because there was still a
civilian government. 77 The big demonstrations against Morsi and the subsequent
repression of the Muslim Brotherhood were shrugged off as acts of restoring democracy.
Sisi’s government gained official recognition from the USA and Western powers when
Sisi headed an Egyptian delegation to the United Nations. Before the UN General

74 ‘01l reserves in the Mediterranean open new front between Cairo and Ankara,” Alakhbar,
November 12, 2014, available at: http://english.al-akhbar.com/node/22437

75 “Israel behind coup to oust Morsi, Turkish PM Erdogan says,” Hurriyet Daily News,
August 20, 2013: http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/israel-behind-coup-to-oust-morsi-turkish-
pm-erdogan-says.aspx?PagelD=238&NID=52876&NewsCatID=338

76 YnetNews, May 20, 2014: http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,1.-4521754,00.htm]

77 “Kerry Says Egypt’s Military Was ‘Restoring Democracy’ in Ousting Morsi,” The New York
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Assembly Sisi spoke of building an alliance to combat the Islamic State in Iraq and al-
Sham (ISIS). Sisi’s regime appeared to have received discreet support for his “roadmap”
for ridding Egypt of “terrorism”. At the UN General Assembly, Sisi referred to Egypt’s
experience with terrorism since the 1920s (with the founding of the Muslim Brotherhood
in 1928) and the alleged “bloody sectarianism” to which the Muslim Brotherhood and
their allies were driving the country.” Exploiting the rise of ISIS and being well aware
of the US need of the participation of the regional states in a military alliance against
ISIS, Sisi pledged support for the US war against the Islamic State. At the same time,
he called on President Obama to expand his campaign against extremism well beyond
Iraq and Syria.

Behind such maneuvers, Egypt’s has tried to get closer to Russia in hopes of
obtaining arms and wheat from Russia, itself under Western sanctions, in need of non-
European markets elsewhere and strongly supportive of Sisi’s “war on terror”.” Egypt’s
overture to Russia seeks to impress upon USA and the Western powers that flexibility
rather than pressure would be more effective in managing their relations with Sisi’s
regime. This was evident when Sisi met Obama to discuss the establishment of security
and political coordination between the USA and Egypt. In welcoming Sisi to the USA for
“our first opportunity face-to-face to discuss a wide range of issues -- everything from the
Palestinian-Israeli situation in Gaza, to Libya, to the issues of ISIS, Iraq and Syria”8o,
Obama described Egypt as “an important cornerstone of our security policy and our
policy in the Middle East for a very long time.”

The Egyptian regime knew that the USA would not pressure Egypt because
ultimately they need Egypt in the region. Egypt’s ruling elites are sure that the US
military aid will not be cut because the core USA-Egypt relationship is a military one.8!
They also regard the $1.3 billion dollar military aid as a US investment crucial to US
geopolitical interests in the Middle East. Both sides accept that unless the military
retains power, Egypt would be unstable and could descend into a civil war as in Libya
and Syria — a position that conveniently sanctions domestic repression, authoritarianism
and human rights abuses.

78 ‘Sisi talks counterterrorism at UN Security Council, Mada Masr, September 24, 2014,
available at: http://www.madamasr.com/mews/sisi-talks-counter-terrorism-un-general-assembly
79 ‘Egypt and Russia, a new phase of cooperation,” August 13, 2014, Egypt’s State Information
Service, available at: http:/www.sis.gov.eg/En/Templates/Articles/tmpArticleNews.aspx?ArtID
=79206#.VLPiAMYVfzl

80 Barak Obama, “Remarks by President Obama Before Bilateral Meeting with President el-
SiSi of Egypt,” The White House: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/09/25/
remarks-president-obama-bilateral-meeting-president-el-sisi-egypt

81 Armin Rosen. ‘The U.S. and Egypt Sure Look Like Allies, at Least on Military Matters,’
The Atlantic, September 14, 2012. Available at: http://www.theatlantic.com/international/
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Conclusion

In Egypt and the Arab world more broadly, foreign policy is the policy of the
ruling elite because “state” and “regime” are effectively conflated with the ruling elite. In
a sense, the foreign policy of Egypt does not reflect its political and geostrategic weight
in the region. Far from leading any regional alliance, Egypt has accepted a subordinate
position within existing regional networks. Since the Arab Spring, four regional alliances
have emerged — Saudi Arabia and its allies; Qatar-Turkey and their allies, Iran and its
allies, and the Salafi Jihadists such ISIS and Al-Qaeda and their alliances. The Saudi
and Iranian groupings, two strong oil powers in the Muslim world, are strongest and
they compete for dominance in the region.

In contrast, post-2011 Egypt could no longer lead any initiative towards regional
stabilization, which was the cornerstone of Egypt’s foreign policy under Sadat and
Mubarak. After the 2011 uprising and the subsequent turmoil, Egypt remains a crucial
supporter of US regional interests, offering the US flyover rights, counter terrorism
intelligence, and unrivalled access to the Suez Canal. After the coup of 2013, Sisi’s
regime has tried to show that stability has returned to the country. But, faced with a
security challenge from home-gown militant groups, the Islamic State group’s affiliate
Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, the same socioeconomic crises that led to Mubarak’s ouster, and
aware of the importance of the economy to stability the regime has tried hard to
revitalize the national economy by opening it to Egyptian and foreign investors and
bringing tourists back to the country. Yet Egypt’s economic crisis has deepened its
dependence on external powers and increased its vulnerability by being integrated with
the interests of the Gulf monarchies, Israel and the West.

Sisi wants to consolidate his rule without political inclusion and meaningful
opposition. He has used the absence of an elected parliament to unilaterally issue a
series of decrees that severely restrict the freedoms of expression, association and
assembly.82 However, escalating the repression of domestic opposition could test US-
Egypt relations, not out of moral principles but because excessive repression could fuel
radicalization and instability which discourage foreign aid and investment. For the time
being, Sisi has tried to hedge his bets by promoting closer ties with Russia and China
such as the formation of the Egyptian Chinese Business Council83 and relying on Saudi
Arabia and the UAE for financial and political support.

Moreover, Sisi’s reliance on regional alignments that may swiftly change makes
his regime’s survival dependent on the stability and survival of the Gulf regimes. Since
the Arab Spring, many states of the region, as Yazid Sayigh correctly notes, face many
kinds of challenges, including unsettled border legitimacy, unstable domestic power
structures, cross-border threats, long-term socioeconomic transformation, and shifting

82 “2014: The Sisification of Egypt,” Daily News Egypt, December 30, 2014: http:/www.dailynewsegypt.com/
2014/12/30/2014-sisification-egypt/
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regional alignments.84 Although located in the center of the Middle East, Egypt is
becoming “semi-isolated” where “proximate powers such as Libya, Qatar, Sudan, Hamas
—and, in the wider region, Turkey, Iran and Ethiopia — are not allies.”85

Deepening economic dependency means that a major function of foreign policy
must be to secure resource flows from external powers. That makes Egypt more
responsive to external demands than to domestic opinion and endangers its national
interests. Further dependence on the Gulf States, the USA and Israel would most likely
erode popular support for Sisi as his rule is likened to that of Mubarak’s, perhaps worse
as thousands have been killed and arbitrarily arrested. Since Sadat’s time, it has been a
steady decline for Egypt’s regional strength. Between the 1979 peace treaty with Israel
and the present reliance on the Gulf States, Egypt has less and less scope to maneuver
regionally and internationally. It would be ironic if by being closely tied to US interests
and influence, Egypt’s role shrinks further as American influence started to diminish
after the Arab Spring.

(January 2015)
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The Change of Ruling Regime under King Abdullah in Saudi

Arabia and Additional Remarks on Recent Changes under the
Newly Enthroned King Salman
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The Basic Law of Governance in Saudi Arabia stipulates that the king of
Saudi Arabia has absolute power in the government of Saudi Arabia.
However, after King Abdullah’s accession to the throne in 2005, his political
powers were limited because of the presence of the so-called Sudeiri Seven,
the powerful royal group that consists of the seven sons of King Abdel-Aziz’s
purported favorite wife, Sheikha Hussa bin Ahmad Sudeiri.

The death of the crown prince Sultan in 2011 followed by the death of
the next crown prince Naif in 2012, both members of the Sudeiri Seven,
weakened the power of the Sudeiri Seven. As a result, King Abdullah’s power
had increased greatly compared to that of the Sudeiri Seven. Also, the sons of
King Abdullah, who occupied prominent governmental posts, were acquiring
strong influence in the regime.

The death of King Abdullah in January 2015 and Salman’s accession to
the throne caused changes to the ruling regime in Saudi Arabia. King
Salman appointed Prince Mugrin as crown prince and deputy premier, and
Prince Muhammad b. Naif as deputy crown prince. King Salman also
appointed his son Muhammad b. Salman as defence minister and head of the
royal court. Finally, King Salman issued a royal order on January 29 to
reshuffle his cabinet and dismiss the governors of the Riyadh and Makka
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: ISRAEL’S REPOSITIONING IN THE WORLD

In its pioneer years, Israell was largely associated with the leftist ideas of
collective endeavour and socialist solidarity. Early Israeli elites often came from the
kibbutz and were vocal in their allegiance to social justice and equality. This, in turn,
brought them admiration and support from socialists around the world. Few noticed that
while praised by the left, Israeli society was steadily moving to right. Nowadays Israel
has earned the admiration of the right and the extreme right in most Western countries.
This paper should explain this apparently puzzling transformation in the international
position of this small country in Western Asia.

Zionism versus Socialism

The origins and legitimacy of Israel, grounded in Zionist ideology, raise
fundamental considerations of legal equality and political rationality. Its founding
ideology—Zionism—embodies a complex relationship with the heritage of the
Enlightenment as it affirms a particular ethnic identity and, at the same time,
postulates the eternal nature of anti-Semitism. Zionism reflects Protestant millenarian
evangelical beliefs that form the foundations of Christian Zionism, which antedates
Jewish Zionism by nearly two centuries. Zionism is a variety of European nationalism,
which absorbed the moral and political values of the 19th century. The nationalism that
gave birth to the state of Israel is European, conceived by Europeans to resolve the
“Jewish question,” itself a European issue. Among the many tendencies within Zionism,
the one that has triumphed set out to reach four principal objectives: 1) to transform the
transnational religious identity of adepts of Judaism into a national identity, like ones
then common in Europe; 2) to develop a new national language based on biblical and
rabbinical Hebrew; 3) to transfer the Jews from their countries of origin to Palestine;
and 4) to establish political and economic control over Palestine, if need be by force.
While other nationalists needed only to wrest control of their countries from imperial

1 For reasons of brevity we shall use interchangeably “Israel” and “the state of Israel”. The
founders of the state transformed the meaning of the word “Israel” from a spiritual concept
denoting a community of people adhering to moral and ritual commandments of Judaism to a
political one. According to Rabbi Jacob Neusner, an American academic, a Zionist and one of
the most prolific interpreters of Judaism: The word “Israel” today generally refers to the
overseas political nation, the State of Israel. When people say, “I am going to Israel,” they
mean a trip to Tel Aviv or Jerusalem.... But the word “Israel” in Scripture and in the
canonical writings of the religion, Judaism, speaks of the holy community that God has
called forth through Abraham and Sarah, to which God has given the Torah (“teaching”) at
Mount Sinai.... The Psalmists and the Prophets, the sages of Judaism in all ages, the prayers
that Judaism teaches, all use the word “Israel” to mean “the holy community.” Among most
Judaisms, to be “Israel” means to model life in the image, after the likeness, of God, who is
made manifest in the Torah. Today “Israel” in synagogue worship speaks of that holy
community, but “Israel” in Jewish community affairs means “the State of Israel.” (Neusner,
Jacob, “Jew and Judaism, Ethnic and Religious: How They Mix in America,” Issues,
American Council for Judaism (Washington), Spring 2002, pp. 3-4).
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powers to become “masters in their own houses,” Zionists faced a far greater challenge in
trying to achieve their first three objectives simultaneously. The Zionists exerted great
efforts in order to transfer, in the course of the 20th century, nearly one half of the
world’s Jews to Palestine.

From the outset, support for Zionism from the left did not come easily: world
socialists not only had to ignore the resistance from the indigenous population of
Palestine. They also had to recognize “the special character of Israeli socialism” and “the
national reality of the Jewish people” (Zionist, 1). In other words, this support was
predicated on conflating Jews and Zionists. It followed that Zionists would be recognized
as the vanguard of world Jewry even though the Zionist movement before World War 11
represented only a minority of European and American Jews, and a miniscule part
(0.38%) of Jews in Muslim countries.

Socialists constituted the backbone of the Zionist movement, which contained an
entire gamut of political orientations. What united these disparate groups was the belief
in “the historic right of the Jewish people to settle in Palestine”—the basic postulate of
Zionism. Socialist Zionists declared themselves partners “in the social revolutionary
movement, which seeks to end exploitation, national servitude, the rule of man over man,
and people over people” (Zionist, 21). The left-wing support for Zionist settlement, rather
than for Palestinian resistance to it, was due not only to the sympathy for Jewish
victims of Nazism. According to the then chairman of Socialist International, among the
Arab masses there was “no post-imperial renaissance, no rebirth” (International, 5). In
other terms, the European-dominated socialist movement saw Arabs as lacking in
progressive ideas and therefore unworthy of the socialists’ support.

While Israel was developing nuclear weapons, the Council of the Socialist
International insisted that Israel should be “provided with the necessary arms for self-
defence...” and deplored “the work of former Nazi experts in Egypt on the manufacture
of weapons of mass destruction” (International, 8, 14). The socialist organisation
supported Israel’s attack on neighbouring countries in June 1967 as a measure in
“defending its existence” (International, 20).

However as a variety of European ethnic nationalism, Zionism can be expected to
appeal to the political right. Indeed, as early as 1920, Chaim Weizmann, the future first
president of the state of Israel, candidly argued that Britain should support Zionism
because it distracts the politically active Jews from socialism. Winston Churchill was
more than receptive to Weizmann’s argument:

the International Jews.... this world-wide conspiracy for the overthrow of
civilization and for the reconstitution of society on the basis of arrested
development, of envious malevolence, and impossible equality, has been steadily
growing.... It becomes, therefore specially important to foster and develop any
strongly-marked Jewish movement which leads directly away from these fatal
associations. And it is here that Zionism has such a deep significance for the
whole world at the present time... (Churchill)
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This is why Zionism, instantly rejected by most religious Jews as contrary to the
basic tenets of Judaism (Rabkin 2006), also encountered consistent ideological opposition
from the Jewish left, which, just like Weizmann and Churchill, saw Zionism as a
distraction from class struggle.

Yet the early history of modern Israel appears to be closely related to the left. A
number of progressive ideologies motivated pioneers of the Zionist enterprise in
Palestine. Most of them were “socialist nationalists”, the term coined by Zeev Sternhell,
an eminent political scientist at Hebrew University, in contradistinction to the term
“national socialists” associated almost exclusively with Hitler's Germany. He further
demonstrates how the Zionist labor movement made use of socialist forms of communal
work and life for purposes of colonial settlement. Socialist forms of organization (such as
the collective settlements kibbutz and moshav) were indispensable tools in the Zionist
colonization of Palestine. Once Zionists occupied the lands, a separate economic
infrastructure was 1in place, and—in 1948-49—the wunilateral declaration of
independence of Israel became an internationally recognized fact there began a gradual
withering away of socialist rhetoric. The Zionist doctrine, based on principles of ethnic
nationalism, provided a natural affinity to the right, while powerful factors, such as a
permanent state of warfare and a firm positioning of Israel on the American side of the
Cold War, pushed Israeli elites to the right of the political spectrum.

Ben-Gurion was well aware of the purely instrumental role allotted to socialist
practices and rhetoric: “We are conquerors of the land facing a wall of iron, and we have
to break through it” (Sternhell, 21). In the following year, 1923, his more overtly right-
wing rival Vladimir Jabotinsky, borrowing Ben-Gurion’s expression, published an article
in Russian in which he affirmed that all Zionists understand that victory can be won
only by force (Jabotinsky 1923). An admirer of Mussolini, who reciprocated his esteem
(Kaplan, 154), Jabotinsky openly called on the Jews to prepare for war, revolt and
sacrifice.

Socialist nationalists, along with other Zionists, feared for “the future of the
Jewish people” in countries where Jews lived in peace and tranquillity (Zionist, 6). Just
as other Zionists, they understood early on that without anti-Semitism there would be
no Zionism. Happy people do not leave their country and most Jews do not move to
Israel unless they feel discriminated and persecuted. The founder of political Zionism
Theodor Herzl wrote that the anti-Semites would be the Zionists’ “friends and allies”
(Segev, 47). Indeed, Lord Balfour, known as the sponsor of the idea of “a Jewish
homeland in Palestine”, had earlier expressed traditional KEuropean anti-Jewish
prejudice in restricting immigration of Jews to Britain. Today Christian Zionists
constitute one of the pillars of American support for Israel while their outlook is
predicated not only on the eventual conversion of Jews to Christianity, but also on their
strong belief that “the Hebrews” belong to Palestine, rather than to the countries where
they were born and bred. “Jews to Palestine” has been a familiar anti-Semitic slogan in
many countries, including Nazi Germany. The British National Party, an offshoot of the
National Front, goes further than any of the parties in its support of Israel. At the same
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time, Nick Griffin, one of its leaders, has a record of anti-Semitic vitriol and Holocaust
denial (Klug).

In fact this affinity manifested itself when Zionist organizations in Germany
welcomed the ascent of Hitler to power. This support was grounded in nationalist and
racist concepts common to Zionist and Nazi ideologies, opening the door to cooperation
with the new regime. In 1934 Rabbi Joachim Prinz (1902-1988), a prominent Zionist
activist in Germany, extolled “the end of liberalism” in his book titled Wir Jiiden (We
Jews) published in 1934 (Ross). SS officials were guests of the Zionist leadership in
Palestine and returned to Germany with admiration, which they expressed in Nazi
periodicals. A commemorative medal with the swastika on one side and the Zionist star
of David on the other was minted in honour of that visit. This episode is now publicly
known since a recent Israeli documentary, The Flat, recounted it in great detail
(Catsoulis). When Adolf Eichmann was kidnapped by Mossad agents in 1961 and
brought to Israel to stand trial “for crimes against the Jewish people”, it was not his first
visit to the country. He had landed there before to visit Palestine’s growing Zionist
colonies, even though his visit was cut short by British authorities. Eichmann
consequently facilitated Zionist activities in Germany, helping to establish training
camps for the Zionist movement. In 1937, at about the time Rabbi Prinz settled in exile
in the United States, he wrote that Germany’s Zionists were treated as “the favoured
children of the Nazi Government” (Prinz, 18).

Rather than exceptional aberrations, such episodes appear rooted in the Zionist
experience, replete with visions to regenerate “the Jewish race” deemed degenerate not
only by Nazi ideologists but also by prominent Zionists (Falk). Social Darwinism, an
important aspect of many right-wing ideologies, was part of the Zionist project from its
inception. It would thus appear that the association of political Zionism with socialism
could only be temporary, since in terms of both practices and ideology Zionism has an
ideological predisposition to veer to the right.

Transformations in Israeli Society

By the late 20th century Israel’s industry and agriculture no longer had to rely on
socialist principles. Socialist forms of land ownership and enterprise management had
fulfilled their purpose of settling and developing the country and could be discarded. The
vestiges of the socialist infrastructure no longer performed any useful purpose and were
cast aside: kibbutz land came to be used for shopping centres while the trade unions’
federation was divested of the factories and companies it used to own and manage.
Israel’s economic policies took a sharp turn to the right under the leadership of
Benjamin Netanyahu, first as finance minister and later as Prime Minister. Close to the
neo-conservatives in the United States, he not only turned the Christian Zionists into a
major force in support of Israel, but, at the same time, was converted to the neo-liberal
economic beliefs. In an attempt to integrate Israel into Western capitalism, massive
privatizations, monetization of social services and discontinuation of subsidies for

84 IDE ME Review Vol.2
©IDE-JETRO 2015




FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: ISRAEL’S REPOSITIONING IN THE WORLD

staples transformed a hitherto rather egalitarian society into a sharply polarized one.
While socialist Zionist movements withered within Israel, the poverty rate in Israel
became the highest among the OECD nations (Efraim), and the country came to share
with the United States the record of socio-economic inequality (OECD). This has turned
Israel into a poster boy for neo-liberal economic policies, an attractive country for direct
foreign investment, firmly integrated into the globalized economy.

This rapid transformation and the attendant pauperization of large numbers of
citizens have provoked relatively little social turmoil. The “tent protest” in the summer
of 2012 was, perhaps, the most significant of all but it aimed at specific, rather than
broad, socio-economic issues. This protest, just as many others throughout the history of
Israel, was defused by means of raising tensions with the Palestinians. The allegations
of the Iranian nuclear threat, mostly meant to distract world public opinion from the fate
of the Palestinians (Rabkin 2009), also served an important internal purpose of social
consolidation. Netanyahu has played up the Iran card quite successfully both for
internal and external purposes. Just as expected by Weizmann and Churchill,
nationalism once again distracted Israelis from struggle for social and economic justice.

Israeli society is fragmented along many a dividing line. For purposes of this
analysis, we shall distinguish between Arab (or Palestinian) citizens of Israel and non-
Arab citizens, i.e. a diverse group including Jews, Christians from Russia and other
countries who immigrated as family members as well as other non-Arabs who chose, and
were allowed, to join the Israeli mainstream (Lustick). The gap between Arab and non-
Arab citizens of Israel is quite pronounced, with the income of the latter being three
times higher than the former. Israel stands 22rd out of 177 on the UNDP Human
Development Index, whereas that of its Palestinian population if calculated separately
would occupy the 66th place (Nahmias). Israeli Arabs, while constituting twenty percent
of the population, own three percent of the land (Maclntyre). The gap between the two
populations is perpetuated by a wide gap in educational expenditures: $192 per Arab
student against $1100 per non-Arab. A similar gap can be observed in the health care
system: infant mortality is twice as high among Arab children of less than twelve
months, while tests for cervical cancer are conducted five times less frequently among
Palestinian women than among non-Arab women (Schindler). The gap is much more
profound between Israel and the territories under Israeli control since 1967: per-capita
GNP of the Palestinians living there is fifteen times lower than that of Israelis (Kawach).

Socio-economic disparities, particularly when they overlap with systemic ethnic
discrimination, tend to provoke violent reactions, which those who hold power define as
terrorism, insurgency or disturbances. The Zionist state is often reproached for its
colonial policies, and its intolerance and racism towards political dissenters, Arabs and
refugees as well as some foreigners, particularly non-white ones. Israeli legislators
openly call for erecting “a Zionist barrier against the use of human rights claims at the
expense of Israeli patriotism.” They call the dissenters “traitors who are persecuting IDF
soldiers and want to castrate our resilience.”(Sofer).
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In this century, Israel’s turn to the right has been termed fascist. This was done
not only by outspoken internal critics (Hass; Levy) but also by mainstream academics,
politicians and journalists. A committed Israeli Zionist wonders if his country is
becoming fascist (Goldberg, M.). His fellow Zionist prominent in American media
considers fascism “a strong word” all the while admitting that “this is not what should be
happening in a country that calls itself a Jewish state” (Goldberg, J.). A well-known
Israeli political scientist concluded that “Israel’s gravest danger today is the one it faces
from within: fascism” (Gordon), while a member of the 2010 Netanyahu government
(and a son of a former president of the country) also voiced concern that “fascism is
touching the margins of our society” (MK Herzog). A year later, no longer in the
government, he concluded that fascism was no longer a marginal phenomenon but had
become rooted in Israeli society (MK Herzog). Similarly, a retired Israeli judge admitted
to “the emergence of apartheid and fascism” in his country (Oknon), while a veteran
journalist wryly observed that in her country “fascist’ is not a rude word” (Hass).
According to Sami Michael, prominent writer and president of ACRI, Association of Civil
Rights in Israel, his country has become “the most racist state in the developed world”
(Goldman).

In fact, accusations of fascism are not new, which suggests that this political
tendency has been germane to Zionism for a long time. The German-born Albert
Einstein and Hannah Arendt, along with other Jewish intellectuals, denounced the
future Israeli premier Menahem Begin as fascist a few months after the establishment
of the state of Israel (Einstein). But fascist tendencies have become more visible at the
turn of the 21st century.

Over one half of surveyed non-Arab Israelis does not want to live next to Arab
citizens of the Zionist state. Mainstream Israeli media, for example, The Jerusalem Post,
publish incendiary articles, such one by a son of the former Prime Minister Sharon,
calling for flattening Gaza like Hiroshima (Sharon). Calls to expel all Palestinians from
Israel and the territories it occupied in 1967 have become commonplace. Xenophobia has
been particularly evident in Russian-language media in Israel, the new home to nearly a
million former Soviet citizens, who mostly vote for right and extreme-right nationalist
parties.

Youth is often receptive to extreme ideologies. Israeli teenagers are particularly
vulnerable to fascist ideas due to their early socialization to violence towards
Palestinians, beginning with compulsory army service at the age of 18 and, an even
earlier experience of this kind for children of Zionist settlers in the conflict-ridden West
Bank. Surveys show that 59 percent of Israeli teens aged 15 to 18 believe that Arabs
should not have full equal rights, while 96 percent do not want Israel to be considered “a
state of all its citizens”. Some 27 percent of teens questioned believe that anyone
objecting to this definition of Israel as “Jewish and democratic” should be tried in court,
while 41 percent wanted conscientious objectors stripped of their citizenship. When
asked if they would be willing to learn in a classroom with Arab students, 50 percent of
respondents said “no” (Kashti). It was not surprising that the only mixed Arab-Jewish
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school in Jerusalem was set on fire in late 2014. The attack attributed to Zionist right-
wing activists happened in the aftermath of the controversy provoked by the proposed
bill to define Israel as the state of the Jewish people and remove the official status of the
Arabic language (Jerusalem). That legislation drew criticism from broad sections of
Israeli society and many Jewish organizations around the world. Objections on the part
of two prominent government members led to the collapse of the ruling coalition and
dissolution of the parliament (Hoffman).

Anti-Arab attitudes are grounded in the portrayal of Palestinians in Israeli
textbooks. Textbooks in such disciplines as history, geography and civics approved by the
Ministry of Education are full of simplistic “good guys vs. bad guys” accounts. “With such
distorted pictures and skewed maps firmly fixed in their minds, Israeli Jewish students
are drafted into the army, to carry our Israeli policy vis-a-vis the Palestinians, whose
life-world is unknown to them and whose very existence they have been taught to resent
and fear” (Peled-Elhanan, 232).

Indeed, right-wing politicians have come to overtly intervene in the preparation
of civics and history textbooks, attempting to strengthen nationalism and expunge “the
universalist perspective” (Glick). This trend, including school-organized pilgrimages to
sites in Hebron and elsewhere in the territories under Israel’s military control, has been
denounced as fascist even in Israel’s mainstream media (Bar’el 2011), but has continued
unabated. A booklet of 100 basic concepts prepared by the Ministry of Education in 2003
fails to mention Arabs and other non-Jews living in Israel. “None of them is worthy of
mention, even in a derogatory way; the booklet simply erased Israel’s Arab citizens
completely. Only in the context of the wars of Israel is the actual word “Arab” used. Thus
every child will know that an Arab is not a partner, a citizen, or part of democratic
society, but an enemy” (Tamir).

Vigilante terrorism has escalated from verbal to physical violence with little
disturbance from Israel’s security apparatus. A recent variety, Tag mechir, or There is a
Price, originated as a protest against uprooting a few unauthorized Zionist settlements
(“hilltop posts”) in the West Bank. But most of the anger is directed at the Palestinians:
desecrating mosques, vandalizing Palestinian-owned property, beating up random
Palestinians and, finally, the burning a Palestinian teenager alive (Eisenbud). The
Israeli judiciary and law enforcement agencies have been shown to be more lenient
towards non-Arab citizens of the Zionist state (Smith).

In Israel, a few hundred official rabbis2, most of them on the state payroll, made
a public appeal to forbid selling and renting property to non-Jews (Levinson). They

2 Unlike most other countries, the state of Israel recognizes only Orthodox rabbis, who
constitute a rather diverse group. They include principled opponents of Zionism and the state
of Israel as well as their enthusiastic supporters. Obviously, official rabbis appointed and
paid by the Zionist state tend to belong to the latter, who, moreover, often attribute a
religious significance to the state of Israel.
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claimed that their ban is not only politically legitimate but also rooted in Judaism. None
of them was reprimanded or lost his official position. Moreover, the Minister of Science
and Technology awarded one of them a prize for “his actions, effort and devotion to the
Jewish nature of the Land of Israel” (Ashkenazi). The few Israeli rabbis, almost
exclusively non-Orthodox and foreign-born, who dare oppose the ban as well as the
encroaching of Zionist settlements on Palestinian land, draw hostility and further
marginalize themselves with respect to Israeli society (nignaq).

Orthodox Jews used to overwhelmingly oppose Zionism (Rabkin 2006; True). In
growing numbers, they have become—in practice, albeit not in theory—its most ardent
adepts. The Haredi3 Jews hold the most extreme positions against the Palestinians,
supporting apartheid-like measures in the case of official annexation of the territories to
the state of Israel. An overwhelming majority (71 percent) are in favour of forcibly
transferring Arabs out of Israel and the occupied territories (Stewart). A group of
Orthodox rabbis published a book mandating the killing of enemy civilians, including
children. While the state initially took action against them, it was later dropped, which
led some Knesset members to call on the judicial authorities to apologize to the authors
and their sponsors (Kahn). It has been reported that the suspects in the case of the
Palestinian burned alive in July 2014 came from Haredi families (Mathis-Lilley).

Attacks by Zionist vigilantes on Palestinian civilians, initially in the West Bank
and later in Israel proper, as well as on Muslim and Christian cemeteries, have gone
largely unpunished (Gurvitz). When Israeli festivities are held to commemorate
Jerusalem Day, tens of thousands of people, waving Israeli flags, descend on Palestinian
parts of the city. The marchers chant slogans such as “butcher the Arabs”, “burn their
villages”, and “death to the leftists”. Some surround a mosque, chanting “Muhammad is
dead” and “They are only Arabs, they are only fleas” (Shuisha). This and a number of
other episodes have led some Israeli observers to conclude that “the situation of Israeli
Arabs i1s more like that of the Jews of Poland during the interwar period” (Avishai) and
others compare it with anti-Semitism in 19-th century Germany (Weiss). Among those
who express concern about the rise of racist discourse and fascist violence in Israel there
are disproportionately many American Jews, many of whom adhere to values of non-
discrimination (Blau; Blumenthal). Official discrimination and violence as well as the
rise of right-wing extremism among Jewish Israelis have, in turn, strengthened ethnic
and religious identities among Arab citizens of Israel, who have grown more and more
alienated from the Zionist state.

3 Usually referred to in Western sources as “ultra-Orthodox”, these Jews do not identify
themselves as Zionist, avoid integration into Israel’s mainstream and are opposed to serving
in Israel’s armed forces.
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How Serious is the Shift to the Right?

Israelis opposed to racism wonder if “Israeli racism [can] be eliminated through
law, trial and punishment, or if it is already part of the Israeli identity” (Bar’el 2010). In
view of the broad spectrum of people actively displaying racist attitudes, the burden on
the law may be excessive: “Using legal means to stifle the trend would be tantamount to
putting Israeli identity on trial.” This national identity is not yet enshrined in law but,
rather, entrenched in the xenophobic fear and the belief that Israel must remain
“Jewish”. Those who do not share these values, whether for religious reasons such as
many groups of Haredim, or for political reasons, such as Palestinians or leftists, exclude
themselves from this vibrant and growing community (Bar’el 2010).

Director of the Institute of Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University
provided a most cogent depiction of this trend:

The wild propagandists of the right ... do not hesitate to use imagery and
explanations taken from the anti-Semitic lexicon of Europe: Foreigners spread
disease and take Jewish women; black refugees are violent criminals who
endanger public safety. ... Israel today is becoming slowly and increasingly swept
up in “redemptive xenophobia.” To an increasing number of Israelis, the Arab,
the African refugees and people who are foreign in their religion, skin color or
nationality are considered the most serious problem society has to solve on the
road to tranquillity (Blatman).

The commitment to maintain the non-Arab character of the state constitutes the
common denominator of all Zionist parties in the Knesset. In January 2013, “the Israeli
electorate has returned a parliament that is 90-10 in favour of ethnocracy. ... Their
vision of a Jewish state means no return for Palestinian refugees, inequality for
Palestinians with citizenship, and annexation of key sections of the West Bank” (White).
On the eve of that election, the prominent Israeli author Amos Oz, considered leftist in
the West, played on the Jewish voters’ fear of equality with non-Jews. The election
scheduled for March 2015 is even more directly related to this fear. It is forecast at the
time of this writing that right-wing exclusive nationalism will make further gains.

Apparently, “the myth of progressive Zionism” is currently espoused only by a
handful of Western liberals (Honig). Nowadays, the Zionist left appears as an oxymoron
as practically all non-Arab parties in Israel oppose the prospect of an equal opportunity
society, in which different religious and ethnic groups would coexist in the framework of
a common state. They would not contemplate inviting Arab parties to form a ruling
coalition. It is a matter of consensus in Israeli political life that the Arab parties are not
eligible for participation in the government, thus effectively disenfranchising over 20% of
the country’s citizens on the basis of their ethnicity, even though individual Arab
citizens of Israel have been appointed to the Supreme Court as well as to the consular
corps. This happens as government ministers from parties considered centrist in Israel
threaten “a second Nagba”, i.e. a mass expulsion of Palestinians similar to the one
operated by Zionist forces in 1947-49 (Avnery).
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Israel’s Supreme Court has allowed discrimination by validating an Israeli law
that forbids Palestinians in the occupied territories to move to Israel proper to join their
spouses who are Israeli citizens (Sha’alan). However, if a Canadian or a Japanese
decides to marry an Israeli citizen, he or she would be authorized to settle in Israel. This
law clearly aims at reducing the number of Arabs in Israel. There is significant public
pressure to eliminate Arabic as an official language of Israel and to legislate that the
democratic character of the state should be subordinate to the requirement to maintain
its “Jewish character and its this pressure that found its expression in the legislative
initiative, which broke up the government coalition in December 2014”. In 2005,
following the arrest of several high profile Arab politicians and lobbyists living in Israel,
the Shin Bet security agency made a statement justifying their actions: “The security
service will thwart the activity of any group or individual seeking to harm the Jewish
and democratic character of the State of Israel, even if such activity is sanctioned by the
law” (Monks). The Zionist imperative seems to take precedence over the law of the land
for the country’s main state security agency. In order to eliminate this discrepancy, the
proposed legislation entrenching “the Jewish character” of the state should bring the law
in line with the long-established discriminatory practices.

13

Fragmented ideologically, religiously and ethnically, Israeli society is “a
collective held together by a shared victimhood” (Shorten, 29). This is empirically
confirmed by a recent survey, which revealed a “total consensus among Israeli Jews—
regardless of religious, ethnic or political differences—that the “guiding principle” for the
country and for Judaism itself is “to remember the Holocaust.” Ninety-eight percent of
the respondents consider it either fairly important or very important to remember the
Holocaust, attributing to it even more weight than to living in Israel or observing such
Judaic commandments as Sabbath and Passover. The Nazi genocide “has long been used
to justify the existence and the necessity of the state, and has been mentioned in the
same breath as proof that the state is under a never-ending existential threat” (Michaeli).
Since historic victimhood has come to confer a privileged status, the state of Israel, since
its establishment, has been able to evade substantive international sanctions for its
treatment of Palestinians and of neighbouring countries.

Israel among Nations

The shift to the right earns Israel praise from right-wing adepts around the
world, including activists of the Tea Party in the United States, xenophobic nationalists
in Russia as well as leaders of the right from most European countries. They consider
Israel a proud incarnation of their own principles, and regularly pay visit to the country.
Anti-Arab and anti-Islam activists in Western countries look up to Israel for its harsh
treatment of Palestinians and call on their governments to give up on multiculturalism
and political correctness, emulate Israel and openly espouse exclusive nationalism.
Among the visitors one finds “a Belgian politician known for his contacts with SS
veterans, an Austrian with neo-Nazi ties, and a Swede whose political party has deep
roots in Swedish fascism” (Far-Right). On a trip to a West Bank Zionist settlement the
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Austrian donned an IDF combat jacket, while for a visit to Yad Vashem, Israel’s official
Holocaust memorial, he chose to cover his head with “a red, blue, and black cap that
identifies him as a lifelong member of Vandalia, a right-wing student fraternity
associated with Pan-German nationalism and anti-Semitism” (ibid). The group was
received at the Knesset and signed a Jerusalem Declaration, affirming that the
signatories support Israel because they “stand at the vanguard in the fight for the
Western, democratic community”. A delegation of a stridently right-nationalist
movement from Russia, National Democratic Alliance, was also received at the Knesset
(ITmponaes), and the head of the delegation later wrote a poem glorifying the settler as
“a free Israeli Cossack ... caressing the trigger” (Ilocenenerr). Israeli rightists, in turn,
express solidarity with their counterparts in Russia, including officers imprisoned for
committing military crimes in Chechnya (Ockmm).

As Islamophobia has largely replaced traditional anti-Semitism (Alibhai-Brown;
Luban), Israel has come to be revered by Christian Zionists as the West’'s advance
defence outpost in the Muslim world and a frontline of European culture, assumed to be
synonymous with Christian civilization, against the alleged onslaught of Islam.
Expansion of Zionist settlements, which inevitably sharpens the conflict with the
Palestinians, has earned Israel respect in right-wing circles of several western countries.
Anders Behring Breivik, the Islamophobic murderer of dozens of fellow Norwegian
Christians in 2011, was full of praise for the state of Israel, mentioning it 359 times in
his memorandum (Hartman).

In Eastern Europe, where overt anti-Semitism used to be the hallmark of most
right-wing nationalists, their ideological descendants can be found among the staunchest
supporters of Israel. This dovetails with the logic of “the clash of civilizations”, promoted
by right-wing activists (Steinback) most of whom feel obliged to tone down their hitherto
habitual anti-Semitism. The very term “anti-Semitism” has been adjusted to mean
negative attitudes to the state of Israel, the country routinely portrayed as a collective
victim of anti-Semitism, rather than its logical beneficiary. Israeli observers note
similarities between Israeli legislative measures, such as the proposed law declaring the
state to belong to “the Jewish people” rather than to its citizens of all origins and
persuasions, and those adopted by fascist regimes in interwar Europe.

In the Manichean worldview reinforced in the wake of the attacks on the Twin
Towers in 2001, Israel positioned itself in the camp of the good and came to be praised as
a vanguard in the epochal struggle against the forces of evil, viz., Islamists (often
conflated in the United States with Muslims, Arabs, and even Sikhs). Yet, unlike their
political elites, citizens of major Western countries view the state of Israel as a danger to
world peace and stability on a par with North Korea, and a greater danger than Iran
(Poll). Western elites’ support for Israel suffers from a significant democratic deficit.
Nevertheless, governments of countries in which a majority of citizens denounce Israel’s
military actions against Palestinians, particularly in Gaza, actually contribute to Israel’s
military power by purchasing Israeli arms labelled “battle-tested”, i.e. tested in actions
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against Palestinians. Such purchases are essential to the Israeli security industry, the
only industry of its type, which exports more than it sells within the country (Ilani).

Israel has faced Palestinian resistance for decades, and has dealt with it mostly
by military and police actions. Its extensive military experience enabled it to become a
major exporter of security equipment and anti-terrorism knowhow. Israel not only shows
how the ruling elites can deal with mass protests by encouraging ethnic nationalism in
order to defuse social unrest, but also provides material means to apply violence if this
distraction is not effective. The many decades of occupation have made Israel a world
leader in counter-insurgency expertise. While armed conflict growingly becomes a
conflict between states and motley insurgencies, Israel develops and exports arms
designed to satisfy the new needs (Sadeh).

At the same time, doubts about, and criticism of Israel can be heard even in the
United States, the country’s main ally. According to a veteran American diplomat,

Thoughtful Israelis and Zionists of conscience in the United States are now
justifiably concerned about declining empathy with Israel in the United States,
including especially among American Jews. In most European countries, despite
rising Islamophobia, sympathy for Israel has already fallen well below that for
the Palestinians. Elsewhere outside North America, it has all but vanished. An
Iinternational campaign of boycott, disinvestment, and sanctions along the lines
of that mounted against apartheid South Africa is gathering force (Freeman
2013).

In fact, public opinion in the United States is quite polarized: a poll conducted in
January 2013 showed that 75 percent of “conservative Republicans” support Israel while
this proportion drops to 33 percent for “liberal Democrats” (Prager).

Right-wing authors, whether in Israel or elsewhere, usually do not accept the
rationale that the widespread dislike of Israel is caused by that country’s policies and
practices. Some of them assert that the antagonism springs from, like anti-Semitism
everywhere, envy of the Jews’ allegedly superior accomplishments. Israel’s rise as a
world capitalist power, they argue, stems in part from the Jewish “culture of mind” and
in part from Judaism itself, which “perhaps more than any other religion, favours
capitalist activity and provides a rigorous moral framework for it” (Gilder).

Such essentialist explanations of socio-political phenomena are part and parcel of
most right-wing ideologies. Critics of Israel are said to have failed the “Israel Test”
because they are too inept to emulate Israel’s successes. America’s will to defend the
Zionist enterprise in Palestine therefore defines its own survival as a nation: “If Israel is
destroyed, capitalist Europe will likely die as well, and America, as the epitome of
productive and creative capitalism spurred by Jews, will be in jeopardy” (Gilder). Thus
the state of Israel is proclaimed not only as the vanguard of “the war on terror” and the
bulwark of Western civilization but also as the world vanguard of the neo-liberal
economic order.
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The state of Israel is also revered by adepts of new religions, such as National
Judaism (Jewish Zionists following Judaic practice) or the organization Christians
United for Israel that claims to have over 50 million members in the United States alone,
i.e. about four times the total number of Jews in the world. According to some English-
speaking Protestant theologians, the ingathering of the Jews into the state of Israel is
seen as a precondition of the second coming of Christ. While many Christian Zionists
seek a final acceptance of Jesus as messiah by the Jews, which would mean their
disappearance as Jews, adepts of National Judaism continue to court them receiving
from them substantial financial and political support (Rabkin 2012). The Zionist
commitment seems to bridge hitherto unbridgeable theological differences.

The committed Zionist Israel Charny, director of the Institute on the Holocaust
and Genocide in Jerusalem, acknowledges that Zionists engaged in genocidal massacres
and ethnic cleansing of Palestinians (Beckerman). The Zionist historian Benny Morris
explains:

Zionist ideology and practice were necessarily and elementally expansionist.
Realizing Zionism meant organizing and dispatching settlement groups to
Palestine. As each settlement took root, it became acutely aware of its isolation
and vulnerability, and quite naturally sought the establishment of new Jewish
settlements around it. This would make the original settlement more “secure” —
but the new settlements now became the “front line” and themselves needed
“new” settlements to safeguard them (Morris, 676).

Insofar as the socialist nationalists strove to expand the project of separate
development, their policies, as already mentioned, inexorably moved to the right,
becoming indistinguishable from those advocated by their right-wing opponents. In fact,
it was under the Labour government that the expansion of settlements on the West
Bank began and gained significant momentum (Gorenberg).

Right-wing circles have long admired Israel’s resolve to disregard adverse world
opinion and UN resolutions, mainly with respect to military activities and transfer of
population onto occupied territories. Israelis have turned a blind eye to peace initiatives
such as the one articulated by the Arab League in 2002 (Pedatzur). It offered Israel
peace and diplomatic recognition in exchange for withdrawal from the lands taken by
Israeli forces in June 1967. Israel has ignored scores of U.N resolutions, beginning with
Resolution 194 adopted in December 1948 calling for the return of Palestinian refugees
to their homes. By its behaviour Israel has consistently undermined respect for public
international law. This became more pronounced with the emergence in the late 1980s of
the unipolar world under the hegemony of the United States. In the absence of a balance
of power, which during the Cold War used to complicate, albeit not prevent, U.S. and
Soviet interventions abroad, Israel’s habitual reliance on unilateral military action
seems to have inspired the United States and its Western allies to attack Iraq and Syria,
to engage in massive use of assassination by drones, and to otherwise act with impunity
and in disregard of public international law.
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The mainstream American reaction to the attacks of September 11, 2001
approximated the standard Israeli narrative. It was akin to the habitual refusal of
Israelis to recognize the root causes of the hostility their country encounters among
Palestinians and elsewhere in the world. Rather than acknowledging that discrimination,
dispossession and deportation of Palestinians did, in fact, provoke hostility from the
victims, Israel would rather invoke anti-Semitism and “Arab mentality”, which
exculpates it from all responsibility for its actions. Similarly, after September 11
President George W. Bush refused to recognize that his country’s policies with respect to
Muslim countries might have angered inhabitants of those distant lands, leading a few
of them to bring the violence they experience daily from the U.S. forces onto American
territory. Then, anti-Americanism and “hatred of our values” were invoked in
mainstream public opinion. Thus no rethinking of recent US foreign policy was
undertaken, and a gradual “israelisation” of foreign policy took place, that is, a growing
emphasis on military actions against those deemed “irrational fanatics”. This is how
Washington embraced the seemingly endless “war on terror”, which became a dominant
foreign policy priority (Jenkins). This policy is similar to Israel’s recurrent attempts to
suppress Palestinian resistance by military means.

Israel also appears as a pioneer of using information as a tool of war. “Israel has
led the way in understanding the importance of information warfare and developing new
concepts of how to conduct it. Where Israel has led, others can be expected to follow”
(Freeman 2012). Curiously, in the course of “the war on terror” one of the traditional
American values, access to justice, which was embodied in the Nuremberg trials of Nazi
leaders, was set aside in favour of Israeli-style “targeted assassinations”, including that
of Osama Bin-Laden. These extra-judicial assassinations have been approved my most
Americans, including President Obama who used to teach law (Robertson).

Israel’s prominent supporters (among them William Kristol, Richard Perle,
Daniel Pipes, Norman Podhoretz, Robert Kagan) inversed cause and effect in a letter to
President Bush Jr.:

No one should doubt that the United States and Israel share a common enemy.
We are both targets of what you have correctly called an “Axis of Evil.” Israel is
targeted in part because it is our friend, and in part because it is an island of
liberal, democratic principles—American principles—in a sea of tyranny,
intolerance, and hatred (Letter).

According to this logic, Israel is hated because of its proximity to the United
States, rather than that the image of the United States has been tarnished in most
Muslim and Arab countries because of its support for Israel.

The beneficial effects of September 11 on American attitudes to Israel were
promptly recognized by Benjamin Netanyahu, who initially qualified them as “very
good”, but then promptly added, “Well, not very good, but it will generate immediate
sympathy” and would “strengthen the bond between our two peoples, because we've
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experienced terror over so many decades, but the United States has now experienced it”
(Bennet).

Zionism and Colonialism

For centuries, Europeans colonized countries and peoples they felt entitled to
rule. They reaped immense economic and strategic advantages, often invoking a
manifest destiny, a religious duty to settle “the promised land”, be it Tasmania, South
Africa or Palestine. Later, by the end of the 19th century, physical anthropology came to
justify colonial exploitation by means of hierarchies of races. Racial segregation is deeply
ingrained in the recent history of major Western powers.

In the 1920s the League of Nations rejected Japan’s proposal to condemn racial
discrimination, a European norm, which, a few years later, acquired sinister proportions
during the National Socialist regime in most of Europe. The U.S. troops that finally
came to fight the Nazis in Europe in June 1944 were racially segregated, and it took over
two decades and strong-armed federal actions in the context of decolonization and the
Cold War to abolish segregation in the United States. Moreover, when the U.S. military
accepted De Gaulle’s request to let French troops to be the first to march into Paris
during liberation from Nazi occupation in 1944 the Americans did so on the condition
that all the French soldiers would be white (Thomson).

Israel initially positioned itself as a champion of decolonization, presenting the
Zionists’ complex relationship with the British mandate authorities as part of the world
struggle against colonialism. But soon thereafter Israel joined colonial powers Britain
and France to attack Egypt in 1956, aided France in its war in Algeria, and later became
an important source of support for apartheid South Africa. In its own right, Israel
colonized territories occupied in 1967, largely argued in the classical colonial terms of
“the promised land”.

The Zionist state’s strategic and genetic links with the West account in large
measure for the impunity it enjoys thanks to policies of the main colonial powers, and of
the countries created by European colonialism such as the United States, Canada or
Australia. Western governments may condemn Israel’s settlements as illegal but do little
in practical terms to stop them.

One of the reasons seems to be the creeping rehabilitation of colonialism. The
French president Nicolas Sarkozy praised certain benefits of colonization for the
colonized countries, the German chancellor Angela Merkel said that multiculturalism
was dead, and the British Prime Minister Tony Blair expressed interest in research for
“the gene of criminality”. Essentialism and sanitized forms of racism are gradually
replacing the belief in cultural diversity. Even though for much of the world “Israel
today 1s the South Africa of yesteryear” (Pfeffer), the ruling elites, including those from
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some Arab countries, have come to warm up to Israel since the disappearance of the
Soviet Union and its consistent anti-colonial policies.

The old motifs such as la mission civilisatrice or the White Man’s Burden
assumed different shapes (“clash of civilizations” or “spread of democracy”) as re-
colonization of the world began in earnest with the onset of the 21st century. In Israel
one finds activists openly espousing white supremacist ideas to reinstall racial
segregation in South Africa (Fogelman). As many Western societies came to experience
Islamophobia, with Muslims routinely portrayed as alien to the allegedly immutable
“Western values,” Israeli settlement activities appeared more palatable in light of NATO
attacks on several Muslim countries. Western forces provoked tenacious resistance, and
Israel’s vast experience in counterinsurgency, gained in a century of conflict with Arabs,
was integrated, alongside Israeli equipment, into Western warfare in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya and Mali as well as in homeland security operations in several Western countries.
Israel continues to play an active and multifaceted role in Western attempts to re-
colonize the world.

Concluding Remarks

In the course of a few decades, the image of Israel has undergone a radical
transformation. From one of an underdog, a successful socialist experiment and an
incarnation of left-wing collectivist utopias it has turned into an assertive militarized
state with an advanced economy open for foreign investment and a society deeply
polarized between Arabs and non-Arabs, and between rich and poor. It is not surprising
that the Zionist state of Israel appeals to rightists around the world.

Israel embodies not only a successful, albeit small-scale, attempt to re-colonize
the world but also the belief that, as Margaret Thatcher used to say, “there is no
alternative”. The campaign to discredit socialist alternatives, from the mildly social-
democratic Sweden to the more regulated Soviet Union, makes good use of the little
country in Western Asia. The state of Israel, in spite of its socialist origins, has come to
symbolize the many features of globalized capitalism and of habitual reliance on force.
While certainly not the most right-wing regime in existence, Israel has nonetheless
become a beacon for right-wing movements around the world thanks to a gamut of
1deological, political, economic and military values contained in political Zionism. This is
why the right and the extreme right have come to constitute the backbone of Israel’s
international support.

(December 2014)
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Shift of perception in the American Jewish community toward
Israel and the increasing presence of ‘J Street’, a new Jewish
lobby

TR E]

The American Jewish community as a whole still remains very much
supportive of Israel’s policies. Most American mainstream dJewish
organizations and their leaders have hardly criticized Israel’s position
regarding the occupation, settlements, and the peace process. But over the
last ten years or so, different views and opinions have become more visible in
the American Jewish community, as represented by J Street, a “pro-Israel
and pro-peace” lobby. What has brought about this diversification in the
American Jewish community over their attitude toward Israel’s policies?

Many opinion surveys indicate that younger American Jews have
become more critical of Israel’s policies with regard to the Palestine question
and the peace process. This may be attributed to a shift in identity among
young American Jews. Older American Jews tend to see Israel as democratic,
progressive and peace-seeking, etc. In addition, they perceive Israel as a safe
haven for Jews. But younger Jews draw from memories and impressions
scene in recent events, such as the First and Second Intifada, and the
military confrontations with Palestinian groups based in Gaza, all of which
are perceived as morally and politically more complex than the wars Israel
fought between 1948 and 1974.

Communities in the Jewish diaspora try to influence the policies of their
homeland in order to protect their identity and sets of values. While the
American Jewish community is still strongly committed to liberal democratic
values, its counterpart in Israel has leaned toward the political right and
toward ethno-religious nationalism. The diffusion of identities and sets of
values in both communities may bring about further shifts in the relations
between the two communities.
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MOFEHET (=47 971,000

Tk 1,637,000
FHCT (24 1,330,000
OFRHET (24 307,000

Xl 6,814,000

(A1) [Tighe et al. 2013].

. Pew OFEIC L 2 KE2HX VY AAND (2013 4)

B

HoaaZv NEHE 530 A
FEHCHIE 420 5 A\
HHUSNTHIE 120 5 A

XY E L TOERNHD 240 H A

2 ZY L ENDOENRY NG D 120 5 A

Tt

FREZDREBL 1IN 24y LED

e BRANRND 180 HA
FHHN 2 H Y L L THER 90 I A
FBHTII R 2 XY E L TER 10 5 A
ZF DA PN

(E) MELADTZOEFHILT L —H L,

(HiFT) [Pew Research Center 2013].

TN
e

3Tl 681 5

—J. PewDFRETIX (R 2) | RETHDLE [=24%] LHEL TWDHRAN 420 T A,
HRFA 72N LSUER B © T2 EBUEL TODEA 228 120 TATH Y, HFED
RN XY ADNAIEAERT 530 HA (UEHEADOTZDEFIT—H L2 | 2A0D 2.2
W=t FPEHELTWD, FZ0MEIEL, FU R MR EAFTYHUNOREAZ(E LT
WD, BOHWTE ST TERBTZDN, BBN2L Y Nl 247 L LTOEREZR -

2 [EERBIFAYELTETONEZNDLLI NI YOWBEZE-TEY, " oHLEZFEHIIT
A EEZRWLIE 12 T2 Z Y] THDHZ DN T, Pew OEEIT [EHIZR - T

WRWA, 2 TWAH AL ] EFHEL TV 5 [Pew Research Center 2013, 23],
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TWHRAD 240 HTA, SHIC T2xF) CACHELTHWRWA T2XY ) LMbn0%
MONRHDHEEZTODRAN 120 TAWD EHEEL THY, 24 Y NDOEFRL A MRS
UL, BN T 900 TGRS IZET HE LTS, £/, A% =247 LHELTY
DIRADOFHEE 180 HAT, [=24¥] LHCHEL TWDHEA L ZDTIOEEHT 710
TNIZ2 D,

#) 50 ERTD 1960 FRFIZIIT HKE DX Y NHIIHEE 553 7 AT Y [American
Jewish Committee 1961, 63]. EEIZH L2 AR EW®RTO=H ¥ AN DL SSRI,
Pew WFILOFHAETH Z D 50 £ T 100 HALL B2 TWd, LarLAakARidehll b
DR—=ZATHEMLTEBY, 24 FADOBEARIZEDLEETT 1960 FHEED 3.1 S—& L b
[American Jewish Committee 1961, 63]2> 5 LT\ 5, fli5, 2014 4 5 HEBIIED A A
TINAOALY AN 614 TATHY, SSRI, Pew WITHNOHEE TH KEEEDOL LY
ANEDIE D BE,

SSRI OF —X 2L b &, AZXYAD 70 R—%> (A EF=a—a—2 HY 7%
N=T7, 7ulF ma—Uy—U—RE 8INEF L THEATWDS, Flh=a—3a—7,
Za—VUx—V— v Fa—kyY AV—=F R 7 IXOXMNTIEENZENLOMND
BANTIZED DA P AANDIE 3 X—k FE2HATWD, M- I TRS &,
Za—I— I HREKORAL T ¥ ANEEKD 18.3 RN—E L hERBEFOELSORE,
WNTHEDY 740=7 86 /S"—k > b, ¥ B2 7.7 %—8 L, =a—3—7
o 11 3—F v b ERoTNND,

Pew OFHAIC L D RIRBOEIGEZ R D & SRR 35 N—k o P ERHE L KNTR
SEIR 18 78—t b, IEHIR 10 /X—t v FDJEIZZR > TEY , 1ZEAEDNERIRTH DA
AT REBIBAER LTINS, £/ 30 N—t 2 MIEDFEIRICHE L TR L&
ZTW5,

Pew OFREIZ=Z v N & —BAKEANDOHR Y720 OFiG b L T b, ZRICL D &,
FrfFny 10 7 Rzl 2 5 i OFIE 1T —MKEANOLE 18 N—k v FTHDHLDITH L,
Y NOBFEITIE 42 S—t v P EPHOELIZ EoTW D, i, Frfsss 5 1 KR O
FIGIE—BKEAN 56 /X—F 2 R EFGLLEIZH L, XY AOHAX 81 /N—k 2 M
FoTWD, KE2X Y NI EOICAHTEFEHENRZNE VWL 5259,

(2) =577 DB

R =47 A RIOIT U 7 L CRERZRFOBRARO L VDD, AR T
ELRIUTH S Z OB AT LTV 5, Pew OMEICLIUE, BbE (247 LEEL
TVBHMAD 5 b, 70 /S—tr MIRIHIFT, HREIHT 28 8—F 2 L TLHARY
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(£ 3) . EBICZEOHRTH, BHUSNT 1241 LACHEL TOIEADEAE, BE
SXFFT 78 N—tr R X, R RRRE 12 =k Mo T TS, —F, Rk
BNCA 5 &, EERIROIFNR ZHIT 57 N—t v b LA B L REW %2 ERl> T\ 5
2 (BIERIR BIZIEFR CER) | RTIR, SORIROIETRE SRR L, [RIRZR L)
TR LT 15 =t v M E-> TV 5, FIflichL o2, KE2E Y A 83
Nt v MIBEEIRRRSTIR, HDHW0IE TRIRR L] ThY ., BKE LTRERIFHAEZ N
ZEEARELTWVWD,

£ 3 FHEIFBOEOREKR (HRAL : %)

REW SR | R Skr

HEHE TOEN

S RPN 70 22
FHT (24 68 24
FHLLT 22 Y) 78 12
YR T OED

IEREIR 36 57
R EH IR 35 58
RSTIR 64 27
ENIR 77 17
TR L 75 15

(HFT) [Pew Research Center 2013]

T AV« 2 FXYEES (American Jewish Committee: AJC) 230XV 2013 4 10 A
WCRRLUIZREICK D & B KRR Pew OFFE L& TR . REW 52%, Lt 15
N—f b, BRIR 32 /35— b & 72> TV DS [American Jewish Committee 2013], F£7-
ZOMEICEDE, BHbZ [URT) oL TUNRTLEFY | L LEEEREE 47
N—t T, MRSF) MRSFHD ) OFGF 20 X—tr FEREL ERI->TWD, Z0OF
IRT AJC OFfES ., KEZ XY ANOLI N XTI ARBURTHRM AR, REWZIFFLT
WD ZEETRELTND,

UARZIVTRERSER &V ) BHRBIANIER RS IR STV D, 1970 1R
LIEDIE & A & ORIEFIESE TREWEOEAGMITL S YED 70 N—t 2 MATREZRFEL
TEY, T EGOEER 20~30 N—t L F &2 K& < EFA->TWv5[Mellman et al.
2012, 5],
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2. JSTREETOEIE L FEH

(1) @B L7=FFE] b TEERMER

J Streetld 2008 4= 4 HIZHE L7, J StreetOFFITAIPAC & [Flkk, LMY 7 B —[HK
ELTERBELTVDE LI, Z0AFIZEIRIEEIZ B2 (Political Action Committee:
PAC) & L CTOENEKZFFDJ Street PACZEAEL TWDHZ ETHDH, DF D J Streeti
PAC%iE U CHFRE OB TREE SR EA A TE 5, ZORITBIRE &% Bk S
TERVAIPACL E2 > TWD 3, ZDIENRITVATITE, KFOF v A% E L
T FAF DI Street UZg E&2HEL TN 5,

J StreetBllfXIZ oW T, AIFEETHVREOY = LI « XU T I E DRKE2AYHEDOS
BIRIZHEVIZHRWHE, (B LTETWe, OOl b ZHIROBIRHZRERIZ, =4
THERERZREL TVD EERETIHAIROFINESHINA TV LB TND, SbIC
Uy bUDCOREDOEY X7 VT 7 Xy MEIZANOWE TOALBABDT HATWNDLD
WZIETRRVRICE L L, TERPKE X PHS0 [ERMZREREIR] & FES A2 ORI
(JIBY BN & ERERIZ) Vo P TERINTE T, Z06R B3 StreetZ Alik
L72) &, AIRXOEEE & AFROHBKZFT LT 5 [Ben-Ami 2011, 106]4,

7ENTTIZIR A= L 912, BEG LT O J Street (kT DL/ < ZEo
TIHENEE RNz, VX —FTVANDY =A LK« I—F v 7 THEKRIER O J Street (2D
WT, TATPAC X OO FRERZ2HIEDKE A Y ASEIRDOT-OFT TIZHEE L L TN D,
F7-. J Street OABAE =BT X YHEFRIROBERAZMREZL TR, Thlg,
Street & V9) H LW EBRITMAZZER L L5 LS TWDLD0, £ozbhbl]
LD TIEEER /e 2 A > % L CW 5 [Kirchich 2008], Z 9 L7ofBldAZEIC V& 3720,
BIFOFEKA AT TV KREI ~TL - A — L d 2009 4 12 HiZ, [J Street |34 AT =
NDOOEDDBHED O EDDERITK A L TWDIET TR, A AT T AOT R CTOBHMED
TRTOBRICKA L TEY . FRIRPOERICHEN L TWD ] Lk~ J Street & [
W LFF L7-[Nathan-Kazis 2009],

L2rLil % 6 FFEMOIEE &2 LD & I—F v 7 ORFG 25 0S4 H Ol AN T/ THY
T\ oTendibnd, J Street OFEMEBEA L AN—D—ANF 2 - 7L aT—(3,
J Street 2AFENDH 1 ER LT T 10 FAEWA Y T A U XFEEPEL, ho#lA AT )L

3 ATPAC 1ZZ DAFRD - DITRHIEAME S D D, BURkEE T 5720 wa%%éhtﬁz%?ﬁbéa
2 (PAC) TiEVWw, £ ATx)L - g B —7p0 L Z v RME D OBEE &V D . EA
SOHEANFER L= EIC ED Evibiud PACIZ K-~ THhRENTWD

172 B FDCOKARM)—MIBEAS R NOFHEHINEFLTNLZ ETHLNTND,
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KRE XY ANDONAARAT TNV OELEF LV aE —/#E ] Street O

PAC & L Clidfm® 50 11 RAVLL EDOEGRRAAE DB SEOITHR) LTz & ik~ T\ % [Fleshler
2009, 4], FEEE. J Street PAC (T & 5 B TFWBELEME ~DOBUAI AT, &2 24D 2008
EREY A 7L OK) 40 J7 R D, 2014 G827 L TIE 147 7 v & 3T REBIE AT
V5 [OpenSecrets.org], F7- 2010 4825 Tl J Street 205 DXL &5 1T AN/ WO R 55
M 23\ 7273 [Zengerle 2013], 2014 4582 Tid 80 ADREFBEME TN, 2 ADIEF5E
Al S J Street Dk % 5 17 T % [OpenSecrets.org],

72 2013 4E 9 HRND 10 HHIDIZHT TU > b v THME S ERKRES TR,
Va— e N T URIKEST v Y— - Nu VRER TN R ENEM L, A AT
TANDLG, Y7 UT=EM (PEBGE TNy X7 WE) OEN. BROAIRBUL
U7 — RRORHBUE Y v ADRF S LTz, 512 2008 F21% J Street & &N &
FELTEBERA ATV REA— L b ZORBICHBE L TN D, ZOFERBEEEZT [
AP LA - UAR— R EEIE. [J Street (TKE = YA IZ I TBURRI 22 AR 4 BIR IR
RUTz) LimaE L7z [Sieff 2013],

(2) J Street DEIR L ZITxd HHEH
J Street (ZH b % [HA AT )L #HFE (Pro-Israel, Pro-peace) | &fiEfHTF, £
FEHOEREA X —F v b EOKR—LR_R—=VTRDO L) ITRRTN S,

[ Z Y O REMNRME~D =2 2 v kA v M-S, J Street 1L KEITRIT D8
A RATENVDOEREFELRL TWD, Fx T EFMRE~OIREHR TS T 5
LIRS T A RT TN EDSHKEOBIGHIMEEZ SO D, THTDHI LN
AATZNVBICKEORRIZRDINOETE, BA AT L FA AT ZVEFOFT R
TOBREXFTDZE2EBW LAY, ZOZLEEFETHI LT, BrlFA AT
NWEIRE A AT VKT 5 AR L TE T

I HIZ J Street 1FZDHA— L=V, OA AT ZARZERDDOFEFNIAEF L, BEOHE
MEFFOZ &% 3FE, @A AT TV ORERIT ZHFMREOEBUMKIL, @/ L RAF T g
FRR D 7= O121E, BRITRESEIZKE O Y —F —2 v TRNEE, @A AT TV OBERRITHE)
WA AT EZNEBLOR2F Y NORBINZFIRICKT 256, 4 AT TVFFFIIH ST 5
MEFRH R >—RE 6 HAMNL R EARFAZHBT TWD, 29 LIinh J Street
X, A AT T VBUFOMEBORC HHEHBOR, & DITRBEIREFOITMHE, AMEREFR EORH
T, A AT VB Z#0 IR LR L T 5,

KE = &Y O ERIRAROCHR BT IR D, S AT FRIESC HEBORICE LA A
T TIVBN 2 NIRE B L2V & W D BB BT E 72, BT U, A AT VB D
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BORZNREMHETHZL1T A ATZNVDOHERTLZLICRDHDOTHL, i, 1A
7TV RCHT 2 FITKE X P HENTEET 2 Z EBREEHIC 2D SHITEFIFLE
(238 > T & 7z[Mearsheimar and Walt 2007,123-125], £72D. 7L ¥ =2 7—Z XX, %K
EaZ v A%< b AIPAC OMEHML SN BURIIRE I 25w, BiEshle =24 -
U—] ZELIAATWD, ZOLDELOMIZEH, NUAFFRBERETRES L THMHE
DHRNEWNS BVIALD S D & [Fleshler 2009, 14-16],

TN J Street DA 2T T AMLHITKE = F YA TRE PR EMFATL, Fl 2
2008 R7 B 2009 FHIOIZINT TT LI A AT T KD T FHEA~DEHLE (W
D% H A 12kt L, J Street 134 A T T/UTHEHIN RIS A & o7z, A AT ZVEICEK
DAY ~DIEENIGE S T2 Bk, J Street 134 A7 =L OAfHELZRO L —H T, [—#H0D
FERICE 2@ AATE ZBHIC, ZNEFTID D ROVIZE LA TWS 150 HAD T PFERZ L
ET DHERIT V) EDFEI A% K LT [J Street Blog 2008], ZuiZxf LKE=~ & Yike
B OREHIOFED EAS o7z, #$RHIFICIISCEEIR~ & Y 200 7 ©C J Street D XFFHTE -
oYy -3y 74 bEENTEY, I d Street DFFH%Z GEEHICAELT, 24
ANDEE PR INTHENTWD |, BZET A —T7 72 LI L7, J Street ZE DX

JFZHITEGR L, TPHBIZEALEZ DA AT TNV AT v —F U 2 FRBEMK, &
SREEMZPFRROMELZRE L WD Z 22T, Moo RS (Fx LFRER) T
A — T CHEEIZARTZRTE LW D Oy LT 5 [Fingerhut 2009],

A 7 ORI L J Street 28 & > TWH VG, ATPAC ICfFER SN D KE=
YHEFWMIRONS L1372 > Tnd, AIPAC [ ZE<HOHNTWD L HIZ, A1 AT T[T
EDOHRA T UEFHBEL VBRI Z IR L, S50 T U~ A FEBT 5 L 5K
HEITR B EHNT TN D, —F7, J Street I[LFEFHLE L BINHIEIZIIECH OS2 &0 |
O LIz ik LRI L TWDS, £724 7T 2013 4 8 HICUERIRE H S v ot
Vo B U NS PREREIC T L72BS, 131 A D KRS 3 BT K O shAT 2 H LB T
AR DA ZHIBS ) Aot it D& 72 L OFM & A~ KIHEICH Lz, K0 Z oEM
o L7z 5el2iX, J Street O 1 B —{FEH)D D o 72 & #H U H TV % [Kampeas 2013],

R AFFRERCA T v ORIEIZ 5 J Street OBV AV, KE = F VSO EGR
JR. FFICORSFIRZ WAL T WD Ko7, Bl 23 KE A =2 MM (Zionist
Organization of America: ZOA) 1201344 A, "—LX—UIZ T4 AT T )VIZHHT 5
BNZSED J Street] LW ) 7R EXOLELER L., TORKIT TAVER—=FIRLT
WD EDIZ, J Street 134 AT T AEZFFTLHELD G, e LAA AT TVITHII I3
FRIZKA AT 22T T TARA AT = A EELBEICREL TS LEATHD
[Klein and Mandel 2013],
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(3) ZHRALT D ARE2 Y HEORR
JEIZIRAT2 L 912 J Street 1 6 HEAOEKRFANZBIT TODH2, £0 5 FHIE (427

TV DGR L. KE2 X YR LA AT L > THBETHD] L LTS,

J Street (269 D HUHRCHERR T, LNITH J Street N ERT D [ 2T 2 /WTT 5657
i) EFEBLTLESTZ, TNEZANIIEE, O THT—LENTA AT TIVDB
RIZOW T OO KE 2 # PN TAR EIThI, S HIZERIRO =X VKD
M THNYGOBENAREILT 27 —ZABHTETND

Bl 2IE 2012 4 7 AITIFFELRKEAZ YA 40 ALLER, Az Gk & LIRS
BROBEELZTANBRNE IR LAMEMEZA XA T ZVEMRNVPIL - X P =Y T
2o 7o, ZOFEMIKEZ VM 4 27 = VBURT +—F & (Israel Policy Forum:
IPF) | DA =2 v T 4 7LD bDT, BAEITITITTAIPACHEED kL - Z A oma s
YHBIRER U Fv — K« N— LA b =7 EEIRIRO BN E F 41TV 72 [Shalev 2012]5,

EloA T UBBBEICBE L 2013 4 10 A, A AAVBOEIREE X YEIEICH L, A T
VBMEEERECH T en U —TRE 2 PEX D L O ICHEEE Lo, Zhussh LGEEE R
(Anti-Defamation League: ADL) 355 %57 ANIEE 245 11 L7223, ATPAC & AJC %
KBERIIKT om E—{E# A2 Lz, ZO=a2— A%zl [Z+V—R] #ix 47
MR 2 2o XY RUKD B A, DO TR LN oo L 5 BRNEUTZ) LFF
L7z [Guttman 2013], & HIZEMHIEIERIEIZWT 72 ATPAC D7D s & bR 5o
E-mENE, REXIFOLZOOMEE [2Xa v RELFH#HS (National Jewish
Democratic Council: NJDC) | 76 b NHEEZHE, HHFHEDOT v v 7 - £ U IT AIPAC
OEE 0T %2 [HT < Olklg) & #EH L 72 [Kampeas 2014b],

i, AIPAC OFRWEIE 2T I H 200 67, SR ITBMHEIE 2L S o Tz,
AIPAC O v E—{FEIREH LR o722 LIZON T, KESNEH» L bKE X YRR
DNEGRRAIEDZARE L T D Z EBRR I TS, BIZIE TR —4%— « U= LT
(REW, N—Fr ML) 13 DREa X vHaNo@ERS . K0EMECR-> TS &
W_TCWA[Landler 2014], F7-BHE N2 X VRO Fi#EBAY a > - Y—~ A (REW. 7
YAy X —INEL) 1T A AT ANV AT SR ERRICET M T, KEa X via
DERIITZED =27 U ABRHTETND ] LFEL,  [J Street 13 Z OZARMEZ B L TV
% ik Tu % [Kampeas 2014a],

5IPF 1 2013 4F 4 AIZH 100 NOEA XY ANEL LT-ABER 2 3% =% 7 5HHIZEY
CHEEMIREFEBRT H72DIC RADZWHETNZ B E T 51 K 2O T4 [Shalev
2013],
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3. BELWHROEHDNEIL

(1) 4 R T T )VIZHEHIR 725 ViR

A AT TR ROMBEIZE L —BE 25 > CWIKE 2 X YRS M, 20 10 F1F
EOMITEEAE L, DOBEROHENIMBICETH TS DL >TDTEA I Dy, —DD
RERFRE LT, HOIROKE LY ADBA AT O SHEBER 2 S, »o
FNENREDCT DL Z EMEMIN TV D, 2003 12 K[E a7 A #
RTTVU - TUVE KE T Y NFEERKFNOA AT AR L, (il iiE e
RS I LRV DINZ R D G 21T o 72, ORI, 24 v NP AEofm e LT, OF
AT TIVDOSNLGITGR B L S OHERZREEL, 2304 AT Z/UZOWNWTOA—7 » TRER
HmE Lo EBEZ TS, O FEEERL TS, @ —IZ L 2T ADOEBRICFE L
TW5b, O 3 EPHER I 7 & 54 L T4 [Beinart 2010],

[FERZ2EANIMMOIFTEH D bR S TWD, aFEony - I7—LT7— /LK -

Hyx 7 AF—E, HWVKEZH Y ANITA AT O EHEBERICE D ICHHIIC > TEB Y,

25 Lo FE R KE 2 X Y AN OBUAHI 225 2 . J Street B35 O M A F -7z Lk
TV 5 [Miller and Dashefsky 2010, 159-160], F7-. XK[E= & Y O TEL 72
7L - 7% 1999 FFOBRET, AHVCKE X Y NTER ORISR, A AT T
KT 5 REAE 2 BUR DT T, DOA ATV DT AT T 4T 4 2ZIEELAGLT
W e EFETE LTV 5 [Raab 1999,

A LA AEWKE 2 XY AL R T o)W LY Bl A E & RECHREIRY 7
FHaLTWbHZ ElE, thoPFE/RICERINTND, KEZX Y NAOKEMMBE [V —7 2
VAR e —7 ) 1% 2012 EIC TRA AT m)UEREFES (Trust in Israel Index) | &1V 9
AR R A2 3£ L T 5 [The Workman’s Circle 2012], fAAEIZEMIR T2V 24 A
1000 AzZxt5iz, OV 2AFF BIRBUMIEERICITIMEEZ ZA TH R, @4 2T LT
HIZHEZEATHD, @KENTANVAF TN LT 2 AT 2O TIERLS A A
TINELFFTREE, LWV ) ZoDOMBEICHOWVWTEME L, TNETAORIWICHT D& b
HEMZREIZIZIX 33.3 R, bGENREZEICIEL 0 REliln Lz, Tzt Lizbo
D TR A 2T TSI T, A AT T ADOERISETIUTIEWVIE SRR EL kD, 3
RS A BN AT A, 35 WAL 57 T, 55~64 %D 70, 65 %Ll Lo 78 [T~
HINIIEL, FIN TR DHIZONTA AT VO EREZ DO FE 2T ANDLEORE XD
LTWa,

T UHA ARF - VBRI X YR 2 —1% 2010 4E 5 H RO K AR
BEZIZ, K 1200 ANOKE= v N &G FEICBET 2 Eiii& 217 - 72 [Sasson et al.
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2010, 14-15], #YEEMEIFE L 1X, BT O T FIZmNno7z hrao NGO 2 E1ICk b
M, A AT T /EIC L o THREIFITEM - BTS2 FET, /L TV bL
a NIEEHZE 10 AL L7z, EfGRAIL. OA 27 VO - FFRTEBR 22 BENT 2%
Th, A AT NEHEFT o~ — A~ ED 2 & ZHIET 2720 F i, €D
B, A ATV BEINABFEL L o7, @ MLvaONi: FREA AT =z &
LEBEERORERTHY | A AT T VT NJESHRYE 2 Bl OMIC R AL, —i%
MRAZHH 72 BB LT
FERIT Va2 R T 5ZORE T EOMRTE Dotz LvL, 18~29 D
FHNHRTIE, A ATV ONIHICFRET HEEED 51 N—tr PWe—hT, EH60
S HRE L2 W R 2T 58 S 40 /S—t v Mo, WICERS ERSIZ L
Do TA AT ZI)VONGFIZRIET HF OFENHE %, 60 kL TiE 80 /X—t > ML ERITiE
LTuwe,

(2) HREDOZEDOTEE

ZO XD IO EMRHERRIT, KE X YHSTIIENERIZEAS XT 210 HEB
RNV AT FRIESDOEY ALK LHCHIR 2 ARG NRZ N2 L 2R LTV D, TIHCE
WHERIZ E A R T =Wk LREEIIZ 72 D D72 A 9 D, Z OIS LSRR ikam 23 72 ST
WHR, ZOELNTEVKE LY AREEFOTAT U T 4T 4 LA AT TIVOBUR & OMIC
TEENETC TWNDZ EEEML TN D,

FIZIEHEFEORT =T« a—2 bl kUL, FmEo Lo XY NiTA 2T
JVERHGN, A, FRER, REMERTWDIoIExL, HOHRITE 1B L0 2 kb
N UG, SLICE1IBIOR2RA LT 4 77— F R EIESNTA AT ZTONTO
IR AEHBE L TV D, ZORR, HOHROA 2T Wk 2 B F5 IXFERERIEE
B Tl 72y & Wy 5 [Cohen and Kelman 2007, 2-3], 22— 3B D5E THAEVKE 2 &
YANRA AT TV ERHBNCR TND Z &2 MY LB, 40 L T o856 [HA A7 /1)
ERBNDZEEHEN D ENZNEHERML TS, a—= i LiuE, B X AL
LoT BAARTTIV] LiE, A AT TIVBIORS T2 HRMERPEIE, S HICRHIZIFETH
HIRBORZSCFF L TWAH Z L 2B L TS &1 9 [Cohen 2010],

ARV KE 2 Z v NDOR TR A 2T ZABINREL L TWD Z LiE, O OZRIT3T
DEZFTVIHNMER L B> TWL ZLICHERLTWD K572, Ara—2 FOfLEN
R IAWHEAROKE 2 Z ¥ A0S L, RKETHOXA X VP ERORNSKRE RN D K D72
BENEZ D00 LT, A AT T/UEE ) LR TREGEORTY ] 2E%RL TS, L
LA I v VI ZUE, BOHARIZE o THE O PMEDKEHSIZE OO TEZETHY |
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T ST TREOR TS L LTOBREMNZ A X T )L L TR [Malka
2011, 42-43],

BEPEWRICE L, {ERICA 2T 2 AH ORI L T\ B —2 — « XA —
MRk Z LTV D, IBORITEE SN EwEEZ2 @il 5, L LA F— M kh
X, BFOVKE2F T ANZE ST Y AONIAWTHY, T2 v NiIEEETH S &
WO EBUIE S AHERTHICLTWDESE, o2F 0 HEMICE T4 v AT REL =%
TELHN, FEH T NFEZTERNE WD IR EFHANNRND TH S [Beinart 2012, 6-7],

2014 = T~8 AIZNT T, A ATV & TFHREZRR LT D/ ~—R 2 E/XL 2T Tl
WEEBTIWT 50 HICHT- 2 EHFEENHAE LTz, /L AF L 4500 %L Eor 7 v b
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HAJJ SAYYAH: FASHIONING A SELF BY EXPLORING THE WORLD

The Iranian world-traveler Hajj Sayyah was unique in many ways. After trotting
the globe for some sixteen years, he arrived in the US, and was the first Iranian to
become a US citizen in 1875. He kept travel journals while traveling, two of which, his
European and domestic travelogues, and some fragments of his travels in the Middle
East, are already published.!?

The present author has had the privilege of preparing the manuscript of Sayyah’s
travel diaries in the US for publication. In the Journal of Sayyah’s travels in the US, one
not only finds a rare view of parts of the US as seen through the eyes of the first Iranian
to ever write a firsthand account of his travels in the US, but also, no less importantly,
one comes face to face with the report of the first Persian to try to come to terms with an
altogether novel situation, that is his own “citizenship” in a country in which he had
come to experience for the first time what he calls in his conversation with President
Ulysses S. Grant at the White House, “Genuine freedom”.

After a brief introduction, my main focus in this study is the change, or rather
transformation, that is involved in becoming a modern political subject in other words a
citizen, after experiencing a situation in which such kind of subjectivity is not only
lacking, but even incomprehensible. More precisely, I would like to explore how Sayyah’s
world travels, particularly his encounter with authentic liberty in the US, figure in his
acceding to a radically new political subjectivity. As such, I am going to read Hajj
Sayyah’s travels not so much as a record of the world he saw, but as a privileged record
of his own transformation. I will try to argue that in exploring the world, or more
precisely the modern world, and by his attempt to capture and narrate it in Persian, Hajj
Sayyah performatively stages the first instance of becoming a modern subject inside of
the Persian language sphere which itself moves along the same dimension by this very
activity of narration.

Introduction

A persistent theme in Sayyah’s travel writing is his characterization of himself
and his travels as belonging to what is commonly termed “awalem-e darwishi” (literally,
worlds of the mystic) by which he means the ensemble of attitudes, deeds and purposes
that define a darwish’s (sufi’s) relations to himself, the world, and to God. Sufi
discourses, as is well-known to any one with the least familiarity with this tradition, is
replete with travel-metaphors such as soluk (quest), and salek (the seeker) and
recognizes and promotes two types of journeys in the construction of the sufi’s
subjectivity: an inward journey, called seyr-e anfos, and an outward journey, called seyr-e
afaq. Together they form the core of the seeker’s regime of “subjectivation,” to borrow

1 Hajj Mohammad “Ali Sayyah, Khaterat-e Hajj Sayyah: Ya dawra-ye kRhawf o wahshat, ed.
Hamid Sayyah, rev. S. Golkar, Tehran, 1967; Hajj Sayyah, Safar-nama-ye Hajj Sayyah be
Farang, ed. ‘Ali Dehbashi, Tehran, 1984, for a translation of the latter book see: An Iranian
in 19th Century Europe: The Diaries of Haj Sayyah, 1859-1877, tr. Mehrbanoo Nasser
Deyhim, foreword by Peter Avery, Bethesda, MD, 1998.
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from Foucault. From a Sufi perspective that is the sum of practices that constitute the
path that if traversed sincerely and correctly would produce and sustain a Sufi subject.
By contemplating the apparent world (jahan-e zaher/afaq) that is the world of material
objects, cities, nature, as well as the esoteric world (jahan-e baten/anfos), that is the
world of ideas, inner states of mind, spiritual states and beings, the seeker arrives at a
full understanding of God, and hence his place in the regime of creation, or if you will, as
I experienced one early morning moment in the central desert of Iran, his “ontological
address”. Bearing this dual-track in mind, the term “awalem-e darwishi” suggests
something about the relationship between the two which significance can hardly be
exaggerated. It suggests a Sufi attitude with respect to things of the material world in
the dimension of the seyr-e afag, an attitude of disinterest in the outward world in the
service of a higher value that is proper to the inner world in the dimension of the seyr-e
anfos. Put differently, and in a language that is elaborated upon in Foucault’s later
reflections on the “hermeneutics of the self”’, the process of the becoming of the subjectof
a Sufi, that is the process of subjectivation as a Sufi, is, in so far as it involves a
dimension of changing relations “to some kind of truth”, demands a sort of regimen of
action that runs simultaneously on two registers, one inward and one outward, with the
outward dimension being subordinate to the inner and serving its purposes.

However, if these are the coordinates of Sayyah’s experience of traveling, which
certainly corresponds to his own understanding, in reading him one is struck by the
absence of one of these two registers, namely a near total silence on the goings on in his
head or heart as he travels: he meticulously records the world of distant and unfamiliar
places, peoples, and things while rarely speaking of himself and his inner states.
Sayyah’s narrative, in other words, lacks the inward register almost entirely. In this
sense his writing is not much different from Iranian travel-writing in the 19th century.
Sayyah never talks about his inner feelings and hardly ever pauses to truly ponder and
reflect on the inner meaning of things. At times, it appears that his world, or the world
as he sees it, is made entirely of surfaces. There is a lot of “seyr-e afaq” but scant little
“seyr-e anfos”.

This apparent absence is troublesome, particularly when we note that a clear
“modernization” of Sayyah’s relations to things, practices and ideas, takes place across
his writings. In spite of this absence, in reading Sayyah and seeing his attempt at
narrating the world from the outside, one cannot escape a strong impression that one is
seeing a scene of unfolding of modernity. There is clearly a buildungsroman-like feeling
to his writing over time. This should not come as a surprise for many Sufi narratives
already include a precursor to this type of narrative pattern, something that is lacking in
other 19th century travel writings in Persian. How are we to explain this apparent
incongruity? Where does this impression come from? Where is the precise locus of it?
Could it be that the inner register is immanently present in the outer? Or rather is it the
case that the modernizing inner register is unfolding in the signifier itself, instead of
being spoken about? The locus of this evolving modernity, it follows, is the very gaze of
Sayyah; it is immanent in the structure of his attention, the way he relates to things and
in his way of narrating it.
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Perhaps a brief digression to the notion of “performativity,” introduced by J. L.
Austin in his “speech act theory” in 1962, would make things a little clearer.
Performatives are non-apophantic statements in that they are utterances that do not
passively describe a given reality, but display, alter or effectuate it. The uttering of a
performative, said Austin, “is, or is part of, the doing of a certain kind of an action.” Or
put simply, the signified is totally absorbed in the signifier. One of the examples Austin
gave is “I bet you sixpence it will rain tomorrow” in which the act of betting is nothing
other than the felicitous saying of the sentence “I bet”. Examples abound. “I do,” for
Iinstance, in a marriage ceremony, or “pardon” in the act of apologizing. In performatives,
the doing is in the saying as such.

Is it then possible that the modern subjectivation of Hajj Sayyah takes place in
the form of a performative which is co-extensive with his travel-writing? It is my
hypothesis that indeed this is the case. He does not describe how he himself has changed
as he traveled the world, rather, he modestly allows us to see him change as he goes
about his encounters in the world through the way he presents them.

Implicit in the foregoing hypothesis is the idea that subjectivation involves the
stepping forward of a new modality of ego, a narrating or speaking “I”. What we see over
the course of Sayyah’s travels is the self-fashioning of an “I” that speaks as a modern
subject. This point is not at all different from the one persuasively made by Karatani
Kojin in his Origins of Modern Japanese Literature where he traces the emergence of the
modern subject, or more specifically, the modern “I” in Japanese literature. His central
thesis, i.e., the hard labor of giving birth to a new concept of the “I” within the
methodology of developing the modern Japanese novel, the emergence of the “I-novel”
(watakushi shosetsu), in some significant respects applies to Sayyah. He too, albeit
performatively and not “creatively” as was the case with Soseki, is engaged in “re-
inventing” through an act of translating a new subject, an “I” that narrates the world
from the point of view of a new form of subjectivity that is simultaneously individual and
national. The term “translation” is crucial here, for in both cases, the new modality of
the self is constructed through acts of self-fashioning that come after viewing similar
acts in Western life (and literature). The birth of the new subject in both instances was
paradoxically both imitative and utterly novel; imitative, because it was based on a non-
native concept and model, and novel (and essentially inventive), because its content
could not be imported. Consequently, a huge part of Hajj Sayyah’s undertaking consists
of “translating” not only names and words, but also ideas, experiences and ways of
seeing. Like the writer of the I-novel, Sayyah had to go see and narrate the world
himself, or rather become himself by finding his voice inside a narrative, a narrative
consisting of a modern type of seeing. The modern Iranian citizen already has the
demeanor of a person standing between two locations in the world. He has the look of a
translator. Sayyah is fond of saying that he “roamed the world in search of humanity,”
presumably because humanity has become by then a global value.

There is another point in Karatani’s study that may help us understand Sayyah’s
travel writing better. Modern subjectivity includes a dimension of democratization of
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narrative authority. A modern subject is one who narrates not only as himself but also
as a citizen. In other words, he or she is one political subject among other subject who
has the right to speak (and write) equally. No longer does the king or priest have the
monopolistic right to narrate on behalf of a community. Rather this right, or authority, is
shared, in principle, by every citizen. As we shall see Sayyah personally, and ultimately
seditiously, proactively assumes the position of a citizen and addresses his readers as
citizens, even before such a stance existed, or was even known, in Iran.

To recapitulate, Sayyah performs an act of self-fashioning by seeing the world, by
seeking a new type of selfhood in the world, and by narrating what he had seen using a
process that I earlier referred to as quintessentially translational and proactive.
Through this threefold process (seeing/narrating/translating the world) Sayyah fashions
or, if you will, reconstitutes himself as a modern national subject. His travel-writing is
as much a representation of the modern world (and Iran) to his compatriots as it is a
presentation or staging of the modern subjectas the one who does the seeing, narrating,
and translating of this world. The eyes that see and the voice that speaks, although not
represented in the narrative, are the places we should look to see the modern citizen in
the processes of subjectivation.

This essay, it must be acknowledged, does not provide the space needed for
making this case as fully as possible, but I am hoping that it will make the less
demanding case that one can approach Sayyah’s travel-writing, and perhaps other
comparable writings, from a perspective that is influenced by the notion of
performativity. The history of the formation or rather self-fashioning of the modern
subject in Iran has yet to be written. If these reflections on one of the earliest records
showing the formation of the modern subjectin Iran brings us a modest step closer
towards that end, then it will have achieved its main objective.

A Short Biography

Hajj Sayyah spent 18 years traveling the world and no one can legitimately deny
that one of the first and most serious encounters between Iran and the West, and Iran
and the modern world, takes place in Sayyah’s extensive travels. Before we explore a few
key aspects of this encounter from the point of view of it being the first instance of
modern subjectivity in Iran, it is useful to remind ourselves of the historical context that
led to his travels.2

2 The following summary of Sayyah’s life is based on the author’s earlier studies. For details
and bibliographic data, see: Ali Ferdowsi, “Hajj Sayyah”, Encyclopedia Iranica, Vol. XI, Fasc.
5, pp. 556-560 and Vol. XI, Fasc. 6, p. 561, 2002 (last updated 2012); idem, “Dur az to nist
andisa-am: Bazgastegi wa agahi-e novin-e melli dar Katerat-e Hajj Sayyah,” Barrasi-e ketab
14, 1993, pp. 1467-86; idem, “Eating Corpse: The Deplorable Asylum of Hajj Sayyah at the
US Legation in Tehran,” Annals of the Japan Association for Middle East Studies 11,
1996, pp. 251-86; idem, “Hajj Sayyah wa ezterar-e ta‘alloq,” Iran Nameh 19/3, Summer 2001,
pp. 293-334.
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Mirza Mohammad Ali Mahallati, his original name, was born in Mahallat around
1836, lived a long life, and died in 1925. He was born to a middle class family with a
history of religious learning in the rural district of Arak in central Iran. He was the
eldest child, and hence his entire family’s hopes rested primarily on him. As a result he
was sent to Tehran to pursue his religious learning when he was just about fifteen years
of age. This coincided with the chancellorship of Mirza Taqi Khan Amir Kabir, Iran’s
first major promoter of modernization, circa 1850. The then king of Iran, Naser al-Din
Shah, the Qajar king, who had come to power with the help of Amir Kabir as his tutor,
soon became concerned with the growing power of his “first person” (which implies that
the sovereign, and perhaps by extension, the royal family, belonged to a category all his
own). Giving into the pressure of those whose interests were being curtailed by Amir
Kabir’s efforts at creating a modern centralized state, he had this innovative and able
prime minister killed. This unjustifiable act may have had a strong impact on the young
Mirza Mohammad Ali, especially considering that both hailed from the rural district of
Arak.

Later, MirzaMohammad Ali was sent by his uncle to continue his religious
studies at the seminaries of holy shrines in what is today Iraq. This exposure, coming on
the heels of his dismay at the killing of the most promising political figure to appear in
Iran for a long time, may have put the thought of traveling the world in Mirza
Mohammad Ali’s mind. When he returned to Iran from his religious studies, apparently
without having completed them, he was 23 years old. His uncle, who had paid for his
expenses while a student in Iragq, now wanted Mirza Mohammad Ali to marry his
daughter. Faced with choosing between a completely traditional and pretty much
predictable life as a clergyman married to his cousin or risking an utterly new and
unpredictable life as a world traveler, Mirza Mohammad Ali chose the latter. He left
home in 1859 with virtually no money, no contacts, no travel gear, and no plan
whatsoever. On the first day, he walked alone and for so long that by the nightfall, when
he curled up under a tree in a mountainous wilderness, his canvass shoes, givehs, were
soaking in blood.

Sayyah arrived in the Caucasus via Zanjan and Tabriz. In Tabriz, he approached
merchants who had contacts in his hometown of Mahallat and falsely reported that a
certain Mohammad Ali of Mahallat had passed away en route to the city. The news was
conveyed home, and his father, laments Sayyah years later in his book of domestic
travels, died broken-hearted. He proceeded to learn Armenian, Turkish and Russian
languages, enough to get by, while gaining employment as an instructor of Arabic and
Persian in a school in Tiblisi. From Tiblisi he moved to Istanbul and learned French. To
these languages he later added English and German during his European and American
travels. After Istanbul, he then visited many European countries, much of Asia and
North Africa before going to North America. All told, these travels lasted a full eighteen
years. In his travels, he met with many prominent figures including Pope Pius IX, the
Risorgimento hero, Garibaldi, Germany’s Otto von Bismarck, King Leopold of Belgium,
and the Russian Tsar Alexander II, just to name some of the most prominent figures. In
the US, he met the greatest freemason of his time, the larger than life General Albert
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Pike, and he met King Kalakaua of the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii), who was on a visit to
the US as the first ever head of state to visit that country. He was also invited to the
White House by none other than the US President Ulysses S. Grant, the hero of the Civil
War on the side of the North.

One of the places he visited, Japan, merits special mention. Leaving from San
Francisco, he most likely arrived at the port of Yokohama sometime in the summer of
1875. Interestingly, he reports that in Japan he met a certain Hajj Abdollah Bushehri,
who had been living there for the previous forty-five years! If this claim could be
confirmed, then the presence of Iranians in Japan and possibly the origin of
intermarriages between the two peoples in modern times would be shown to go back to
the first half of the nineteenth century.

A few words should be said about Hajj Sayyah after his return to Iran on July 26,
1877. Shiraz was the first major city that he entered. Prince Mo tamed al-Dawla, the

Governor General of Fars, summoned him to admonish him to “not speak of civilization
in Persia. It can cost you your life.” In Isfahan, he had a similarly disappointing
audience with Hajj Shaikh Mohammad Bager, “the chief of the ulema of Isfahan”. The
themes of corrupt, arrogant and tyrannical government officialdom and hypocritical,
backward and self-serving clergy form the central preoccupation of Sayyah’s domestic
Memoirs, and are the sources of his suffering throughout his life. More than a century
and three regimes later, this book continues to be banned in Iran!

He arrived in Tehran on December 4, 1877. All sought to see him, including
Naser al-Din Shah himself, who summoned him almost immediately and asked him to
compare the Shah of Persia with the rulers of other countries. Hardly six months after
his arrival in Iran, Sayyah embarked on a tour of the country that lasted nine months.
For the next decade, his life alternated between periods of residence in Iran, building up
to a suffocating sense of the prevailing corruption and oppression, then giving way to
spells of release from this tension through traveling within and outside the country.

Almost a year after Sayyah moved to the court of Zell al-Soltan in Isfahan,
Sayyed Jamal-al-Din Asadabadi (Afghani), the famous revolutionary cleric, stopped at
Bushehr on the Persian Gulf on his way to Najd in August 1887. Hajj Sayyah sent him
two telegrams inviting him to visit Isfahan. Hajj Sayyah then hosted and provided him
with some financial support, as did Sayyah’s patron Zell al-Soltan after the famed
Sayyed arrived in the city. Sayyed Jamal then went to Tehran and shortly thereafter
was forced to leave Iran. Sayyah’s troubles were soon to follow, partly because of his
having hosted Sayyed Jamal. The tyrannical prince Nayeb al-Saltana Kamran Mirza,
the Governor General of Tehran and Zell al-Soltan’s rivalrous brother, was the major
instigator of Sayyah’s troubles, in this and other incidents to follow.

Sayyah tried to avoid further trouble by withdrawing to his hamlet, but when
trouble followed him there he was summoned to Tehran and told to leave for internal
exile to Mashad. The order for his exile may have been issued by the Shah himself. His
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agonizing exile to Mashad lasted for fourteen months. Soon after Sayyah’s return to
Tehran, Sayyed Jamal made a second visit to the city, this time by royal invitation. But
his presence proved too much and in the end he was dragged out of his asylum (bast) and
escorted out of Iran, by order of the king himself.

The disgraceful expulsion of Sayyed Jamal was followed by a period of
heightened political agitation in Iran. This period was also marked by intensified
pamphleteering, including the distribution of what are usually referred to as
“newspapers.” Two of these periodicals, Malkom Khan’s Qanun and Sayyed Jamal’s Abu-
nezara, Sayyah received regularly and passed on to trusted acquaintances to read and
distribute. Mirza Reza Kermani, the future assassin of Naser al-Din Shah and an
anguished devotee of Sayyed Jamal, was one of them.

In April 1891, with Sayyah’s encouragement and participation, hundreds of
clandestine letters were sent to the Shah, top officials, urban notables, and the clergy in
different regions of the country. Several days later Mirza Reza Kermani was arrested,
and, under torture, implicated Sayyah and others. As a result, Sayyah was imprisoned
for more than twenty months, from April 25, 1891 to early January 1893. He devotes
ninety pages of his domestic journals to detailing his time in jail. These ninety pages
stand as the first prison memoirs written in the history of modern Iran.

When Sayyah was finally allowed to go home, he felt quite vulnerable, and
immediately, sometime in early January 1893, he asked his family in Mahallat for his
American papers to be mailed to him. He then took the papers to the US legation and
obtained a receipt. These papers included a certificate of his naturalization in the US.
Fearing for his safety, he took asylum at the US legation on Tuesday, February 21, 1893.

Sayyah’s shelter in the legation received widespread attention. And although the
date of his final departure from the legation is uncertain, it came perhaps sometime
during the second half of July 1893, almost five months from the time he was given
shelter there.3

Sayyah’s political influence during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah’s successor,
Mozaffar al-Din Shah, and the period leading up to the Constitutional Revolution of
1906 grew to an extent that he could meet the highest offices of the land as well as the
leaders of the revolutionary movement at will. The role of Hajj Sayyah in the
Constitutional Revolution is appreciably greater than meets the eye, in part because he
preferred to act behind the scenes and with considerable caution.

*T have dealt with this episode in some detail in my earlier writing, particularly in two
places. Please see: Ali Ferdowsi, “Eating Corpse: The Deplorable Asylum of Hajj Sayyah at
the US Legation in Tehran,” Annals of the Japan Association for Middle East Studies
11, 1996, pp. 251-86; and idem, “Hajj Sayyah wa ezterar-e ta‘alloq,” Iran Nameh 19/3,
Summer 2001, pp. 293-334.

129 IDE ME Review Vol.2
©IDE-JETRO 2015




HAJJ SAYYAH: FASHIONING A SELF BY EXPLORING THE WORLD

When Ahmad Shah, the last Shah of the Qajar dynasty, succeeded to the throne,
the elderly regent Prince ‘Azod al-Molk asked Sayyah to be one of the tutors of the

minor king. Debilitated by cataracts, the aged Sayyah could only perform his duties a
few times. Unhappy with the cabinet of Reza Khan, Hajj Sayyah retired from politics
shortly after this appointment. He died on the evening of Friday, September 25, 1925.

Fashioning a Self by Exploring the World

It is time to resume our earlier discussion and show how Sayyah presents
modernity and its proper selfhood performatively. Owing to the limitations of space, 1
will proceed by presenting and discussing a few “strategic anecdotes,” to borrow from the
New Historicists that I believe reveal Sayyah’s mode of enacting the modern subject,
instead of discoursing about it using his travel writings. The first one is an episode from
his travels in Europe in which we see him assuming the position of a citizen where no
such position as yet existed in the context of his native land. Such a situation can only be
ironic and he is well aware of that as such. I will then discuss two other episodes from
his journal of travels in the U.S. In the first, he introduces Christopher Columbus and
George Washington in an ironic religious narrative (i.e., a narrative that displaces
religion) through which he subversively puts forth a republican notion of state, once
again by presenting a case rather than discussing it. In the second example, we witness
Sayyah as he tries to convey the totally alien notion of citizenship to his Iranian readers
by presenting it as a given, without pausing to define it. The fourth and final case comes
from an interview he gave to a San Francisco based reporter apparently a day before he
left the city for Japan. The interview is printed in the Saturday, June 12, 1875 issue of
Inter-Ocean, a newspaper published in Chicago.

In two of these four anecdotes (first and the fourth) Sayyah presents himself,
literally and obviously ironically, as a “representative” of Iran and more broadly the
Orient. In the other two (second and the third) we see him present a theory of
democratic (republican) state by way of showing us a picture of it first as a form of
government and second as a form of citizenship. What is common in these four anecdotes
is that Hajj Sayyah remains completely true to his position as a sayyah, a traveler with a
purpose, or more precisely, a traveling-reporter, and not as a tourist. It is this assuming
of the role of a reporter-traveler and maintaining it unfailingly throughout his writings
that forms the core of his act of fashioning himself into a subject.

Anecdote I: Reporting for Iran as a Job in the Future

This is an early episode in Sayyah’s travels. It is 1864, the fifth year of his
travels, and he is on board a ship on the Thames heading to Anvers in Belgium. It was
almost noontime when the ship entered the sea and the captain began to check the list of
passengers. Reaching the name Mirza Mohammad Ali, the captain was unable to
pronounce his name [all the emphases below are mine].

“Where are you from, and what is your occupation?” asked the captain.
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“I am a reporter for Iran,” replied Hajj Sayyah.

The captain was so intrigued by Hajj Sayyah’s fluency in a number of European
languages and his knowledge of the world that he invited him to his cabin.

“Where did you learn all these languages?” asked the captain.
“In Iran’s public schools,” answered Hajj Sayyah.

Their conversation continued.

“How much does your government pay you for reporting the news of the
world to your people?”

“In my country, one does not get paid unless one can demonstrate that what he
does is of value either to the state or to the nation. Unfortunately, I could not
obtain a certificate in my country to present to Iranian ambassadors or
consulates to receive recompense for my travels. But I am determined to do as
great a job as I possibly can, and present the results of my work to Iran’s
parliament and receive my just rewards based on the merits of that work”
answred Hajj Sayyah.

Now this seems like a straightforwardly factual conversation for those who do
not know about the Iran of the time, but its irony cannot be lost to anyone with the
slightest familiarity with the situation of Iran in that period. There were no public
schools in Iran at that time, and hence Hajj Sayyah is really pointing to the space, or to
the location, of something that did not exist yet. There were no public schools where
foreign languages were being taught. This observation would stand, I believe, even if we
infer that Hajj Sayyah was clandestinely pointing to Dar al-Fonoon, a school proposed,
planned and built by Amir Kabir, who unfortunately did not survive to see it
inaugurated.

But that is not the only thing ironic. Anyone familiar with Iran’s clannish and
corrupt government of the time and the clientelist way by which offices were distributed
knows all too well that the thing that mattered least in official appointments was merit.
Hajj Sayyah is being outrightly factitious here. And of course, there is no need to point
out that there was no parliament in Iran at that time; in fact one could argue that even
the demand for it had just barely become a real and effective historical demand in the
country. Iran did not have its constitutional state until after 1906, some four decades
later.

Sayyah cannot be said to be lying to his Iranian readers, for whom the report was
intended. They knew that such institutions and ideas did not exist in Iran. He stirs
readers by the subterfuge of imagining their presence. A new Iran, an inexistent Iran
(inexistent in the sense that French philosopher Alain Badiou uses the term) is
presented as an existing Iran, all too naturally, like it is already firmly in place! And
within this inexistent Iran, he places himself, not exactly as an inexistent of an
inexistent situation but as an already existing one! The subject, or reporter, pre-exists
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the world in which he can be so. Here, the subjectis a constituent force of a world before
he is constituted by that world. The citizen comes before the citizenship. The Iran of free
public schools in which multiple foreign languages are taught for free and where offices
of the state are not up for grabs by the highest bidder, and people are rewarded based on
their merits by an elected parliament as the locus of sovereignty (and not a king) is not
yet present, but its proper subjectis already busy anticipating it. In this “back to the
future” scenario, a reporter from the future is reporting for an audience that would be
constituted by this very address.

Let me repeat. Everything about this picture is inexistent except for the reporter
who is doing his reporting before there is even a name and a position for what he does;
his activity already marks the rupture in the existing situation. Sayyah, as the reporter,
existed there and then and was engaged in the reporting of it. This is not a simple
imagining of a forthcoming subjectivity in a future. It is rather an enactment of that; it
is, it follows, a performative speech act.

Anecdotes II and III: Subjectivation as Translation

The next two anecdotes are meant to make it even clearer that the construction
of a new subject in a non-Western society, in a situation that already beholds modernity,
in a visible form, as a real historical phenomenon, involves or rather is ultimately an act
of translation from a source domain (the West) to a target domain. The subjectcomes
before its world precisely because it already beholds its own future in the present mirror
of the other.

The first anecdote comes from the brief introduction Sayyah gives about his
visiting Washington. As he says so himself repeatedly, he is not interested in telling the
history of how Washington came to become the seat of the U.S. Federal Government. He
also resolutely refrains from interrupting his narrative as a travel writer to provide
explanatory glosses or analytical discourses on the places and peoples he visits. Yet
entering the US capital, he makes a rare digression about who George Washington was
and why he gave his name to the city. This is so rare of an interruption that it tugs at
the reader for attention. Sayyah’s dilemma is giving an account, without resorting to an
explanatory digression, of the place of Washington in the American polity and mindset
for his Persian readers who lack a comparable figure and historical context. He opts for a
quasi-religious language. Washington is presented as an ecumenical prophet, the
maugural figure of a “civic religion” — a prophet whose love and vocation extends not to
the faithful in one religion, but to the people of all creeds. Themes of emancipation from
foreign domination, critique of monarchy as a hereditary regime, etc., are also included
in this rather terse account.

People worship three persons in America; in so far as I can tell. One is Jesus
Christ, whose worship is restricted to faithful Christians only. The next one is
Christopher Columbus, who, by enduring innumerable hardships, made this
part of the world known to the rest of humankind. Jews and Christians both
like him and adorn their homes with his pictures. They say Jesus Christ does
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not have as much right over us, for we were among the unknowns of the world,
and Columbus made us well known, and thus has the right of existence over us.
The third is Washington. They say our debt to him is still greater for he freed
us from bondage. Without him we would have continued to be the subjectsof
others, but now we are our own people because of his dedication and sacrifices.
In this world, anyone who endures such hardships does so for his own sake or
the sake of his offspring, but this man had no motive other than the welfare of
the nation. No person like him has ever come into existence.

Every one of his fellow beings loves him from the bottom of his heart because
he wished all of them well. They go on and say that every religious community
loves its prophet to the same degree the prophet loves his religious community,
but since Washington loves all human beings equally, irrespective of their faith,
he is loved by all, the religious as well as the non-religious.

In reading Sayyah’s travelogue, we should constantly bear in mind that he is
involved in a very specific hermeneutic act, an act of communicating across the chasm of
two speech communities, not from the inside of a single tradition. It is not, as we say in
Islamic exegesis, a ta’'wil, but a translation. He is presenting not simply a new picture,
or even a picture of something new, but a whole new mode of picturing. He is writing
about things for which his compatriots did not have concepts; for which, really, they
could not have formed a concept as yet. How does one in the most succinct way introduce
the concept of republican presidency, the concept of secular state, while not losing sight
of the liturgical aspect (if you will, the intense religious-like feeling that modern
patriotism needs and solicits) of this new form of social contract? How does one do that
without resorting to a long essay?

Here Hajj Sayyah is involved in a twofold act. On the one hand, he compares that
which is modern (republicanism and also a new kind of “discovery” which for Hajj
Sayyah is “making the world known or making one known to the world”) with that which
is traditional (monarchy, exclusivist religions), and on the other, he posits the
superiority of the former over the latter, of the U.S. over his native land. We see a
discontinuity that is inscribed within a continuity. This succinct presentation may or
may not be considered a great literary achievement, but it certainly shows how the new
subject attempts, and arguably succeeds, in crossing the chasm between his two worlds
by an act of translation.

We see the same thing in the report of Sayyah’s meeting with the U.S. president
Ulysses S. Grant. President Grant (1869-1877) invited Sayyah to the White House after
local papers wrote about this man from Persia who speaks many dead and living
languages and who uncovered the inauthenticity of an artifact in the Smithsonian
Museum. Of the many interesting points that one can dwell on regarding this meeting,
the reader’s attention is called to the way Sayyah strives to communicate the concept of
“citizenship” for which neither the word nor concept existed in the Iran of the time. Here
he performs an incredible feat of combining multiple aspects of the concept in the U.S.
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with, one could say, a natural understanding of certain terms, like brotherhood, to
convey this incomprehensible notion to his Persian readers.

Two days after the publication of the original article, I received a card from
President Grant in which he said, “I wish to meet you. If you would, we can
meet at ten o’clock tomorrow morning.” I wrote back, “It would be my honor.”

... I spent the night thinking about what I should tell the President tomorrow.
When tomorrow arrived, I got up and took a carriage to get there. It was very
close to my place. I got off at the entrance. The guard inspected the card and
asked that I sit outside in the waiting room to announce my arrival. He
returned shortly and asked me to enter. I entered the room. The President was
sitting on a chair. He got up, pulled up a chair and gestured me to sit.
“Do you know English?” he asked.

“Enough to get by in the marketplace,” I replied. He praised me a lot.

“Where did you learn it?” he asked.

“Iran,” I replied.

“Are there foreign language colleges in Iran?” he asked.

“Yes,” I replied. “Except that other students are more talented than me, and
learn to become completely fluent in the language. As I am deprived of this
God-given talent, I did not learn it so well.”

“Which languages do you know well?” he asked. “Which do you know best?”

“I do not know any language perfectly,” I said. “I know them well enough to get
by.”

“What brought you here?” he asked.

“Traveling and exploring the world and seeing its peoples, and the conditions of
their countries,” I said, “Had I not come here, for instance, I would not have
had the honor of your audience.”

Our conversation turned to many subjects, but he never for once talked of his
own or others’ religions; whereas any one I saw elsewhere would say something
about his, or one of his subordinates would broach the subject.

“What could these brothers do for you?” he asked.

“Had I spent millions, I would not have had as much pleasure as I found in this
country,” I said.

“What gave you this pleasure?” he inquired.

“I see how free my brothers are, and came to appreciate the meaning of
freedom in this country,” I said.

“Ours 1s not the only country where people are free,” he replied.

“T agree,” I said, “but only in form and not in substance.”

“You are right,” he agreed. “We too are grateful to you for your kind thoughts.
What can we do for you? You did not say,” he asked again.

“Now that you insist, since you agree that I am no cause for disgrace for any
nation [mellat], would you please accept me as a fellow brother?” I said, “If this
is not a cause of shame for you, it certainly is a point of honor for me.”

“It is truly embarrassing,” he said rubbing his hands, “for the laws of this land
require that a person stay here for at least five years, go through three sets of

134 IDE ME Review Vol.2
©IDE-JETRO 2015




HAJJ SAYYAH: FASHIONING A SELF BY EXPLORING THE WORLD

applications, and take an oath about each of them, before he or she may be
granted citizenship [hamshahri] and receive a certificate to that effect.”

“The point for this lengthy process,” I said, “is certainly none other than testing
the worthiness of the applicant. I am sure you would agree, as everywhere I
went people did so, that I am worthy of it and have no malicious motives
seeking it. You asked me to write down your name in my travel book. I am
afraid I must also write that I was asked to request a favor, and after much
insistence, I asked for one which in no way imposed on their here-and-now and
thereafter. I was denied my wish.”

“Why do you wish to become a fellow citizen [hamshahri]?” he inquired.

“Thank God, I enjoy full respect in Iran. There, no one harasses anyone.
Moreover, I am not too eager to become a US citizen. My purpose in obtaining a
certificate of naturalization is to be able to gain entry into China, if life permits
me,” I explained.

At that moment, another person asked for permission to enter. It was granted.
He was a handsome man.

“This is Mr. George Pike,” the President introduced him to me. “He is related to
General Albert Pike,” he went on praising him lavishly.

I too expressed my pleasure in meeting him. Later, I learned that he is a
brother. “I am very eager to meet with you at your convenience,” he said.

The President brought up the topic of my wish to become a US citizen. “You are
a lawyer and a congressman,” he turned to Mr. Pike. “Is such a thing possible?”
“No,” he replied.

“Stay in touch with him,” the President told me. “If it could be arranged, we
would get the certificate to you wherever you might happen to be at the time.

One can write an entire essay on the narrative of this meeting! It is incredibly
well crafted. Every word, every turn of the conversation, is used to delimit the concept of
citizenship. Sayyah does not have to report that in a conversation about his desire to
become a US citizen no question was asked of him about his religion. Of all that remains
“unsaid,” he simply chooses to mention one, namely the topic of religion. It is supremely
significant that he does, for the question of religion, or rather its official absence, is
germane to the topic of modern citizenship. Citizenship is a secular concept, subtracted
from any religious denomination.

In this regard, it is interesting to note that he uses two terms to convey the sense
and meaning of citizenship: brotherhood and being a fellow of the city, a city-fellow
(hamshahri). In English, the term citizen partakes of both a political and a topographic
meaning (of course in the political culture of the West both are founded on a juridical
notion): a citizen is someone who is a member of a state, but also someone who is a
member of a civil society in the form of a township. In Persian, for instance, in
translating the famous movie by Orson Wells, “Citizen Cain”, the word citizen was
rendered as hamshahri, presumably because the word “citizen,” shahrvand, had not yet
been coined. The notion of brotherhood is well known in the Islamic world also as a sort
of semi-juridical concept. Brotherhood, or “okhovvat/ukhuwwah” (as practiced for
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instance in some Sufi orders) designates something of a mutual aid society, or even
membership in the umma, the Muslim community that involves reciprocal obligations.
But also, brotherhood, or its French equivalent fraternité (with liberté and égalité) is a
quintessential aspect of the trinity of the modern political community. Sayyah does not
pause to give his reader any historical or ideological explanation of the modern and
democratic notion of citizenship; he sneaks them in through an act of translation that
implies these backgrounds.

Anecdote IV: Self-Authorization of the Oriental Subject

Our final and concluding anecdote comes from an interview that Sayyah gave to
a reporter from Morning Call, a San Francisco newspaper. The interview, however, was
published in Inter-Ocean, a newspaper based in Chicago.

The exact date of the interview is not known, but it is probably in the last day of
his travels in the US, just before taking a steamship to Japan. Sayyah must have
arrived in San Francisco sometime before May 25, 1875, for on that day he finally
became a naturalized US citizen at the city’s 12th District Court. Just around that time,
a certain physician by the name of Dr. Loryea with the help of a powerful US Senator
built a bathhouse in the city named, literally, Hammam. This was an incredibly ornate
structure designed by the great artist Paul Franzeni. This is what Sayyah tells the
Morning Call reporter in the interview:

Imagine my astonishment when walking along one of your streets I see a
building so purely Oriental in character so suggestive of home and the land of
my fathers that I could not restrain myself from walking in to examine this
vision of the East on your Western shores. They told me it was the Hammam —
the new baths. I was shown the apartments. The frescoing, perfect arrangement
for the distribution of hot air, the rich decorations of the apartments exceed
anything I have ever seen, either in Cairo, Constantinople, or my own country. I
consider it superior to those in Smyrna, which are the finest in the East. I have
conferred, according to my right, the badge of the first order on Doctor Loryea,
and have also written to the Shah, recommending Monsieur Franzeny, the artist,
and Dr. Loryea for the Order of the Crescent.”

What is interesting about this excerpt? It is the role Sayyah assigns himself as
the representative of the Orient and more specifically as the official representative of the
Shah of Iran! In that capacity he judged the quality of things Oriental and conferred
recognitions and awards. One may see this as a joke or prank played by Sayyah on an
unsuspecting American reporter, for Sayyah had no such official authorization. Perhaps.
But it is also possible to interpret this boastful claim differently by reminding ourselves
of the innumerable times in which the situation was reversed. There were many
instances in which Sayyah was compelled to defend his native people, whether Iranian
or Asian or Muslim. This is an experience not unfamiliar to those who live or travel in
other lands. Every now and then the traveler or expatriate during his encounters with
others winds up finding himself the spokesperson for his native land. Sayyah, too, often
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had to defend Iran, Asia, or Islam. Islam, for instance, was being negatively questioned
with exactly the same accusations for which it is being condemned today. A Jesuit priest
in St. Louis Missouri, for example, tells Sayyah that Islam is an inherently violent
religion, which makes Sayyah remind the priest of the atrocities of the Christian West in
Africa and the savage burning down of The Imperial Gardens in China (Yuang Ming
Yuan or Gardens of Perfect Brightness).

Yes, there seems to be something of a joke going on here. It seems as if Sayyah is
having fun at the expense of Dr. Loryea, and the readers of the newspaper. He is playing
a hoax. Yet it is here that he reveals his full understanding of what it means to be a
subject. Here, he reverses the table, not by rejecting his objectification, or denying the
Orientalist bifurcation of the world into an Occident and an Orient, but by taking
possession of it. In this instance, he is not the one who is cornered into a defensive
position. He is not the reactive object of Western gaze. It is not he who he is objectified,
but the West. He acts in the position of the Oriental subject. It is he who observes,
evaluates, passes judgment, and rewards and punishes.

This allows us to make our notion of the self-fashioning of the Oriental subject,
as a mode of translation, a little more precise. The Oriental subject not only imitates but
also inverts the Occidental subject in fashioning itself. He does not become simply a
replica of its Western counterpart, but also becomes a response to it. Its subjectivation
was a post-colonial act before such terms were even invented.

As mentioned, the interview was perhaps conducted a day before Sayyah
departed for Japan. On that day, not only was he a US citizen, but, if this reading is
accurate, also a self-authorized Oriental subject.
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Pakistan and Afghanistan between China and the Gulf
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Pakistan is geographically situated between China and the Gulf. In order
to balance its strategic position against the major security threat of India,
Pakistan formed a special and stable strategic alliance with China against
common threats since the period of the cold war even though the two
countries have neither a political ideology nor political system in common. On
the other hand Pakistan established another special relation with Saudi
Arabia on the basis of Islamic identity. With its expanding economic capacity,
China proposed a project by the name of “new silk road economic corridor”
with the intention of expanding and multiplying trade routes with the Middle
East and Europe.

Within this framework Pakistan is expected to expand the role of an
alternative land route that connects the Gulf and China for use if unfavorable
emergencies occur in the Malacca route. However, the continuous political
uncertainty in Afghanistan after the pullout of US-NATO fighting forces at
the end of 2014 and sporadic outbreaks of terrorist acts by Pakistan Taliban
in Pakistan have increased China’s anxiety regarding Uyghur issues at home.
Avoiding military options for the moment, China is trying to find ways to play
an active role in the security issues of Afghanistan with help from Pakistan if
available.

On the other hand, it is noteworthy that the Pakistani government
formed in the general election of 2008 completed its full term and transferred
authority to the newly elected government in 2013, something never observed
before in Pakistan’s history. Coincidently, in Afghanistan the presidential
election was carried out peacefully in 2014 in spite of the Taliban threat.
Although it is too early to make any definite conclusion, constitutional
processes, in spite of their defects, reflected to some extent wishes for normal
life of the people of Pakistan and Afghanistan who were disgusted with weak
governance and the prevalence of terrorism.
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The Economic Role of the Military in Sisi’s Egypt

T

Since the second transition period started July 2013, the Egyptian armed
forces have once again played a critical role in building a new political system.
Although the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) had not come to
the front this time, it controlled the transition process and succeeded in
keeping the privileges of the military in both political and economic fields.

This paper focuses on the economic role of the military under the regime
of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. Large scale economic activity of the military started in
the mid-1970s. The military expanded its grip on the domestic economy and
became one of the largest producers in Egyptian civil industry. In addition to
controlling a huge business empire, the military under the Sisi administration
is an entity supportive of national development goals. As the backer of the
current regime, the armed forces have taken on a new responsibility as a
central role player in economic development.
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