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Mandatory trade-related regulations:
Non-Tariff Measures 

• NTMs: Policy measures, other than ordinary customs 
tariffs, that can potentially have an economic effect on 
international trade in goods, changing quantities 
traded, or prices or both

• Examples:

– SPS, TBT

– Quotas, Import licenses, Anti-dumping …

• NTMs can increase or decrease trade; No judgment 
over legitimacy

• NTBs: NTMs that have a ‘protectionist or 
discriminatory intent’.

NTM               

. NTB



• Many NTMs, specifically SPS and TBT measures, are policies 

to protect human, animal and plant health, or to protect the 

environment � elimination not an option

• Usually, applied equally to domestic producers

• They directly impact on sustainability

− food security (SDG 2),

− nutrition and health (SDG 3), 

− protect endangered species and the environment (SDGs 

14&15), 

− ensure sustainable production, consumption (SDG 12) and 

energy (SDG 7), 

− combat climate change (SDG 13).

Direct linkages between NTMs and SDGs



Estimated average ad-valorem equivalents
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Three types of data
Not to be mixed or mistaken

• 1. "Official 

Measures"

• Requirements 

enacted within a 

legal text or 

regulation issued 

officially by a 

country. 

Notifications to WTO 

in this category

• 2. Survey data

• Complaints from 

exporters 

• Often procedural 

obstacles to 

trade (i.e. 

implementation)

• 3. Voluntary

• Private 

standards or 

international 

standards



NTMs and Transparency

Transparency

Comprehensiveness

• All currently applied measures

• Official governmental sources

Comparability

• Consistent data collection 
methodology for all countries

• Data quality check by UNCTAD

• Revision of methodology

Accessibility

• NTMs classified by nomenclature

• Products classified by Harmonized 
System 

• Affected countries

• Full regulation detail



• The Multi Agency Support 

Team (FAO, IMF, ITC, 

OECD, UNCTAD, UNIDO, 

World Bank, WTO) 

Updated UNCTAD 

NTM classification

UNCTAD-MAST Classification: 
The common language



UNCTAD-MAST NTM Classification

Tree structure – Example 

A  SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
A1 Prohibitions/restrictions of imports for SPS reasons
A2 Tolerance limits for residues and restricted use of substances
(…)
A8 Conformity Assessment related to SPS

A81 Product registration requirement
A82  Testing requirement
A83  Certification requirement
A84 Inspection requirement
A85 Traceability requirement

A851 Origin of materials and parts
A852 Processing history
A853 Distribution and location of products after

delivery
A859 Traceability requirements n.e.s.

A86 Quarantine requirement
A89 Conformity assessments related to SPS n.e.s

A9 SPS Measures n.e.s.
B  TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
C  PRE-SHIPMENT INSPECTION AND OTHER FORMALITIES 
D CONTINGENT TRADE PROTECTIVE MEASURES
E NON-AUTOMATIC LICENSING, QUOTAS, PROHIBITIONS …
F PRICECONTROL MEASURES INCLUDING ADDIT. TAXES …
G  FINANCE MEASURES
H  MEASURES AFFECTING COMPETITION
I    TRADE-RELATED INVESTMENT MEASURES

At this level of 
coding: 177 
measures in the 
classification



Official NTM data collection

• From here… …to here



Map of Data Availability – A global initiative



Observations: 40'000 (by measure and country)

Variables in the database per obs.: 67 
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� UNCTAD TRAINS: i-tip.unctad.org

� For policy makers and negotiators

� ERIA and UNCTAD: asean.i-tip.org

� For analysts and researchers

� World Bank WITS: wits.worldbank.org

� For analysts and researchers

� Researcher Stata file: i-tip.unctad.org

� For researchers

� MacMaps from ITC 

� For private sector

Dissemination: UNCTAD TRAINS 
"The Global NTMs database" 

Same data

Different 
presentation 
for different 
users



For policy 
makers:

i-TIP portal 
(in cooperation 
with WTO)

• Tables by

− Products

− Measures

− Members

• Graphs over 

time
i-tip.unctad.org



Researcher File: Stata

• Dimension

– Reporter, partner, NTMs, HS, partial coverage, …

• Time series only for Latin America, EU, etc.

• Aggregated at 6-digit level, common HS nomenclature

• Well documented NTMs Data User Guide

– Cross-country analysis

– Some indeces

– Warning: careful to count measures, …

reportername reporteriso3 partneriso3 ntm3 nomenclature hs6

perc_hs8_pa

rtial total_lines

perc_lines_c

overed

distinct_mea

sures

year_datacol

lection

Malaysia MYS ATG P130 H4 290339 1 2 1 1 2015

Malaysia MYS ATG P130 H4 290490 1 2 1 1 2015

Malaysia MYS ATG P130 H4 290519 1 1 1 1 2015

Malaysia MYS ATG P130 H4 291819 1 1 1 1 2015

Malaysia MYS ATG P130 H4 292090 1 2 1 1 2015

Malaysia MYS ATG P130 H4 292119 1 1 1 1 2015



Soon on i-tip.unctad.org: Descriptive Data:
«Barriers» in agriculture trade: Frequency Ratio
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Soon on i-tip.unctad.org: Descriptive Data:
«Barriers» in agriculture trade: Coverage Ratio
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Conclusion

• Trade related mandatory regulations include

regulations to protect health and the environment …

• Data available for 80 per cent of world trade

• Collected with standardized approach -> comparable

• Global approach coordinated by UNCTAD

• In Asia: Data collection jointly with Economic 

Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA)

• Data disseminated in UNCTAD TRAINS database

• Used by researchers (+ policy makers and traders) to 

assess impact of regulations on sustainable

development



More info: unctad.org/ntm


