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In adapting to its environment and to its prospects for development 

in the future, the original SMR became, to an extraordinary extent, a 
policy-oriented enterprise-in that it gave more serious consideration than 

did the army to investment in, and machinery related to, research, information 

and prbpaganda. From the time of the founding of the Company, increasingly 

large sums of money were appiopriated in the annual budgets for research 
facilities for the natural sciences and for plant and equipment related to 
cultural needs, such as museums, Iibraries, hospitals, schools, and the research 

departinent* From that time, the company held to Got5's cour~e of "cultural 
offensive" '(bunso~teki bubi) =and "sciehtific development" (kagaku~eki kaitaku). In 

the 1940's, the budget of the over-all research division totalled 80 million yen, 

and tlle staff nunibered 2,000 ; while, by the end of World War II, the staff 

of th~ Central Laboratory numbered 600, and represented an investinent of 
lOO million yen. In asse~sing tbc research activities of the SMR, Dr. Young 

states : 

The wide range of the Com~any's econolnic and political operations is relatively well 

known. Behind them was an activity even now little appreciated, which may well represent 

one of its paost significant legacies : research on mainland Asia, (p. 3) 

As far as the reviewer is aware, the documentary materials ' collected by 

the SMR were kept iTl the archiv~s at Dairen during the 1940's, and amounted 

to abbut 50,000 items. But lvith the defeat, the majority of the materials 

which. ,were in Manchuria were taken to Soviet Russia ; the materials in 
Peking. Shanghai, etc., remained in China (many were taken to Taiwan) ; 

while an: :6xtensive ,number of materials pertainir･_g to the organs of the SMR 
(iricluding the East Asiatic Economic Investigation Bureau in Tokyo, etc.~) 
were taken to America. The materials deposited in the National Diet Library 

in Tokyo constitute the portion chiefly in Western languages, but they are 

n()t, precisely speaking, documents relating to the SMR. Therefore, it has 
been impossible to have a clear understanding of the full sco~e of the materials 

of the SMR which are now in Japan. At present, the Institute of Asian 
Economic Affairs is prephring a catalogue of the documents relatirig to the 

SMR which are dispersed among various universities and research institutes 

throughout the country. 'The coinpletion of this catalogue, and the number 

of materials remaining in Japan to be included therein, are matters which 

will deserve attention. 

Dr. Young is at 'present Chairman of the Department of Asian and Pacific 

Languages at the University of Hawaii. He completed the present bibliography 

over a period of some eight years. 
The present volume is composed of two parts. The first forty pages consist 

of a nairation of the author's views of the performance, activities, and research 

of the SMR ; he describes succinctly, on the basis of the materials he collected, 

the performance of the Company from the founding of the re~earch division 

through the collapse of the SMR during the Soviet occupation. Part 11 is 
the bibliography itself; and cohsists of 6284 entries, consecutively ordered, 

broken down according to forty-six categories, such as company organization, 
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economic conditions, etc. Moreover, there are a glossary giving the names 

of the organizational bureaus and sections of the company, of the research 
organs, of the titles of the more important positions, and of relevant inde-

pendent organs, etc ; and a glossary listing important personages with the 

Japanese given in both r0~Inaji and kanji. In addition to the two glossaries, 

there are the author's Preface, and a Foreword by James W. Morley, Director 

of the Japan Foreign Relations Project of the East Asian Institute. Columbia 

University = (publisher of the present volume). 

According to the Foreword, Dr. Young, while lecturing at Georgetown 
University, turned his, attention to the publications of the SMR which were 

piled up indiscriminately and in no order at the Library of Congress. With 

the support of the Ford Fou. hdation, he attempted to evaluate and arrange 
the materials at the Library of Congress, and also examined SMR materials 

at ten universities in the 'U･nited States, including those at the Hoover Institu-

tion at Stanford University. As far as this reviewer knows, the author came 
to Japan twice during the process of compiling llis bibliography ; the author 

graduated frorh the IJniversity of Tokyo and, immediately after Japan's defeat 

in the war, was employed as a member of the foreign service of the Republic 

of China by the Allied Forces in Japan. On one Qf his trips to Japan he 
stayed for a year, and ascertained the existence of documents of the SMR 

in the libraries of research institutes and universities throughout Japan. 
Materials were available largely at twenty-three places, including the Institute 

for China Studies, the National Diet Library, Hitotsubashi University, and 

the University of Tokyo, etc. At the same time, he compiled a catalogue 
and investigated materials relating to the activities of the research organs, 

working on the advice of individuals who had been connected with the 
railway. 

The principal characteristics of this bibliography-its coherence of form 

and tangible expression of the author's personality-derive from the fact tllat 

Dr. Young worked consistently according to a unifled plan for the duration 
of his research. In particlilar, the description in Part I shows a good grasp 

of the history of the research activities of the SMR, the spirit of Shimpei 

Got~ and Santar6 Okamatsu, and the concept of the general research division 

under the chairmanship of Yosuke Matsuoka during the period of the Sino* 
Japanese War. Up to now, it has been customary to discuss the research 
organs of the SMR by focusing attention on historical distinctions in terms 

of the Company's organization ; but Dr. Young has structured his history of 
the Company's research activities according to historical distinctions based on 

evaluation of the published materials, giving particular consideration to the 

area Qf actual political activity. The author is concerned more with econoinic 

and poliitical aspects than with those of the natural sciences and technology. 

According to the author's periodization, the thirty years from the estab-

lishing of the SMR to the creation of the Research Department-that is, 
1907-1938-form the frst stage. He distinguishes the research objectives of 

this period in terms of three categories : 














